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A MEDAL FOR GALLANT CONDUCT IN INDUSTRY 
 

by Tony Jones 
 

To explain this article, I will begin with a medal, a single medal, sold by Dix Noonan 
Webb on 27 September 2018. I was fortunate enough to be the winning bidder and took 
possession some time later. 
 

 
The N.S.F.A. Gallant Conduct Medal 

 
The medal in question was a National Safety First Association Gallant Conduct Medal, 
described as silver (hallmarks for Birmingham 1924). 

The medal is suspended from a green ribbon, with two narrow red stripes on each 
side and has an integral top silver riband bar. The medal was contained in its Goldsmiths 
& Silversmiths Company, London, fitted case of issue and described as extremely fine. 

The reverse is engraved: 
 
FOR GALLANT CONDUCT 16TH. FEBRUARY 1933. AWARDED TO JOSEPH P. MURPHY 
EMPLOYED BY MESSRS LEVER BROTHERS LTD. 
 

A footnote in the auction catalogue description further expanded the rescue details as: 
 

Joseph P. Murphy was awarded the National Safety First Association Gallant Conduct 
Medal for saving the life of a man who fell into an oil vat on 16 February 1933. 
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Below is a sneak preview of the man I was about to begin researching. Throughout 
there seems to have been confusion on the names and initials of those involved. It could 
be said that perhaps this shows just how low down the social ladder these men were, 
but nonetheless bravery from any level of society needs to be recognised. 
 

 
J.F. Murphy or J.P. Murphy 

 
Anyone who knows the Port Sunlight and Lever Brothers site will remember the 

overpowering smells, both nice and not so nice emanating from the factory depending 
upon what product they were producing that week, and all too often depending upon the 
wind direction for the length of time the smell hung around. It still happens today, though 
not as frequently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plan of Port Sunlight Village 1914  
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The history of Port Sunlight is well written and like Bourneville and Salatire was 
conceived for the betterment of the ‘workers’ by a well-meaning benefactor and / or 
factory owner. Would the added bonus that a happy workforce might be a more 
productive workforce have been a consideration for the current generation of 
management – an interesting thought. 

So that’s the social history bit covered, but there are several excellent works on the 
Wirral, Soap, Chocolate and Textiles if you want more specific detail.  
 
Research 
As I began to research the medal, Google produced virtually nothing except to take me 
back to the DNW website - but as ever, it is finding the correct words and putting them 
in the correct order that often helps. 

Let’s start with what might prove to be useful and pertinent knowledge. Lever 
Brothers use oil in their manufacturing processes, so a man falling into an oil vat could 
conceivably happen there. 

The British Newspaper Archive (BNA) had to be the next place to visit, again whilst 
I had a specific date, there was no specific place.1 Lever Brothers would suggest the 
works or factory and an industrial type of accident. I also had a name so there were 
several avenues to search into. 
 
Newspapers 
The first information that I found was in the Framlingham News of 25 February 1933. 
Given that Framlingham is in Suffolk, either it was a ‘quiet’ news day, or, this was a 
significantly more serious event than simply a ‘man falling into an oil vat’. 

 
‘20 BLAZING MEN TRAPPED - DRAMA IN OIL TANKERS HOLD 

Twenty men, with their oil-soaked clothing fiercely blazing, tried to climb from the hold 
of the Scandinavian oil tanker Tasmanic (4,079 tons) when fire arose while she was 
lying in Messrs. Lever Brothers dock at Bromborough, near Port Sunlight, Cheshire. 
Three of the men died and five were seriously injured. The dead men were:- Clifford 
Rowls, aged 24, of Bebington, near Bromborough; Joseph Griffiths, 42, of Birkenhead; 
and Lawrence Sheen, 46, of Port Sunlight. 

Twenty-two men were working in the hold when the clothes of one suddenly burst 
into flames. As each of the others went to his assistance their clothes took fire, and 
soon the compartment was a blazing mass. Men tore the clothes off each other’s 
backs, and the most seriously injured were hauled to safety in a cargo basket. The 
hold had to be flooded while some of the men were still inside before the flames were 
extinguished. 

The men had been cleaning a hold from which a cargo of palm oil had been 
discharged, and they had sacking tied round them to prevent their clothes being 
harmed.  “Without warning,” J. Murphy, a charge hand, told a reporter, “we saw the 
sacking that Griffiths was wearing leap into flames. He was like a human torch in a 
second. Within a few minutes nearly 20 of us were ablaze. The smoke and flames filled 
the hold. There was a ladder leading to the deck, and some of the men were able to 
climb up this to safety. Then Rowls attempted to climb. He was just one roaring mass 
of flames. He reached the top and then fell back 30 feet. He was dead before he 
reached hospital. Men tried to get us from the deck and lowered a cargo basket. One 
by one we were able to load the worst injured into it.”’  

 
1 Lever Brothers covers a very large area on the opposite bank of the River Mersey to Liverpool. The Works 
and Offices, Bromborough Pool and the Dock, Port Sunlight Village would all be regarded as one and the 
same place. 
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I had, a couple of questions answered, oil was involved, but not in the factory as I 
originally believed, but on board a ship called the Tasmanic in Bromborough Dock - 
more questions. Now I had more information, a more definite location, a ship to search 
for and several more names. Was the man J. Murphy my man? Is he in fact Joseph P. 
Murphy? I had a little more digging, and a lot more research to do.  

A second BNA search revealed an article from a lot closer to home, the Liverpool 
Echo, written the very day of the accident and quoting several of the men involved 
directly. 

 
ONE KILLED; 8 INJURED 

TWENTY TRAPPED IN TANKER BLAZE 
CAUSE A MYSTERY 

BRIGADE & AMBULANCES DASH TO VESSEL 
“MEN AS TORCHES” 

One man was killed and eight were injured in a mysterious fire on the oil tanker 
Tasmanic, in Bromborough Dock, to-day. Five of the injured are detained in hospital 
suffering from severe burns. The dead man was Clifford Rolls (24), fitter, employed by 
Messrs. Lever Brothers, and living in Cross-lane, Bebington. The injured men are:- A 
Hatton (29), 8, Beaconsfield-road, New Ferry, burns and shock; G. Hughes (24), 16, 
Church-drive, Port Sunlight, burns and shock; and H. Jones (29), 22, Meadowbank-
road, New Ferry, burns to body, legs and face; all of whom are detained in Birkenhead 
General Hospital.  Joseph Griffiths (42), 28, Oakfield-road, Birkenhead;  and Lawrence 
Sheen, 41 Shore-drive, Port Sunlight, both of whom are detained in Port Sunlight 
Hospital with severe burns. The other three men, J. Murphy (44), 49, Page-street, 
Liverpool; R. Weir (41), 341, Cleveland-street, Birkenhead; and A. Allen (35), 24, 
Prentiss-road, Rock Ferry, suffered burns about the head and face, but after treatment 
at Birkenhead Hospital were allowed to go home. 

The fire occurred in one of the tanks on board the Tasmanic, a vessel of 4,079 
tons, with seven oil tanks, belonging to the Rederiaktieb Transatlantic Coy., of Sweden. 
The Port Sunlight Fire Brigade was immediately summoned, together with two 
ambulances from Birkenhead. 

TWENTY TRAPPED 
Twenty men working in No. 2 hold of the ship were trapped when the fire broke out. 
Two men made heroic efforts to descend in a cargo basket to the aid of the trapped 
men, but were driven back by the flames, and the basket had to be lowered 
unattended. Rolls, the man killed, had reached the edge of the hatchway in the basket 
when he fell backwards into the hold, receiving severe injuries. No. 2 hold, where the 
tragic event happened, had been discharged of oil at Genoa, and was empty when the 
vessel arrived at Bromborough Dock. 

“Nobody knows how the fire originated, but it occurred in an open tank that was 
being cleaned down,” said an official of Messrs. Lever Brothers this afternoon to the 
Echo. The gallantry of the men below is evidenced by the fact that the worst cases 
came up first, among them being the dead man. Another man was a burning mass, 
and willing helpers were themselves burned in their efforts to extinguish the flames. 

Two Birkenhead ambulances, together with the Port Sunlight ambulance, were 
hastily summoned to convey the injured to hospital. The cargo basket was lowered into 
the tank by means of the ship’s winch, and the rescue work was rendered more difficult 
by the fact that only one man could be raised at a time. The dead man was a popular 
member of Bebington Parish Church choir, in which his father and brother are also 
singers. He was engaged to Miss Ella Roberts, a typist at Port Sunlight, who is grief-
stricken by the tragedy. 
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SHEET OF FLAME 
The ship had discharged a cargo of palm oil which it had brought from the West Coast 
of Africa to Bromborough Dock for Messrs. Lever Bros., and when the fire occurred the 
gang was engaged cleaning the inside of the tank. For this purpose they were using 
paraffin oil rags. Owing to the nature of their work, their clothes would become more 
or less covered with oil. Suddenly, there was a sheet of flame. No explosion occurred, 
and it is unknown how the fire originated. The only thing that caught fire was the men’s 
clothing and the oiled rags they were using. Those men who were fortunate to escape 
immediately, tackled the burning clothes of the other men, pulling them off and 
stamping out the fire. Other men on board were attracted to the scene, and as rapidly 
as possible the injured men were rescued out of the hold. One of the principal rescuers, 
the foreman ganger, was himself severely burned and taken to hospital. When the Port 
Sunlight fire brigade arrived they also assisted in rescuing the men from the tank. 

The services of the Port Sunlight fire engine were not needed. The fire was 
confined entirely to the clothes of the men and the rags they were using, as the oil 
which had been pumped from the tank was not of an inflammable nature. One theory 
is that the fire was due to an accumulation of gases being ignited. How ignition was 
caused, however, is a mystery. 

“FULL OF BURNING MEN” 
A graphic story of the fire was told to the Echo by three of the injured men – John 
Murphy, Andrew Allen (charge hand), and Robert Weir. Murphy said there were twenty-
two of us working in the tank cleaning it down with paraffin oil, when suddenly we saw 
Griffiths a mass of flames. Weir, Allen and I, with several others, rushed to his 
assistance, but the oil-soaked sacking, which the men were wearing to protect their 
clothes, immediately caught fire, and the tank seemed to be full of burning men. “I did 
what I could to rip the sacking off those who were nearest to me, and Weir, Allen, 
Murphy and others, beside myself, received our injuries in trying to help the others.” 

Allen said: “Weir and I were working on the stage when the trouble occurred. I 
stayed down giving a hand as long as I could, and, as the men tried to escape up the 
ladder like a blazing human torch, while the others, scrambling after him, were also in 
flames.” “The foreman came down and helped me to put Larry Heenan, whom we 
heard crying for help amid the smoke, into the basket, and he was raised to the top. 
Then the tank was flooded with water, and I began to wonder whether, having been 
saved from the fire, I would not drown before reaching safety.” 

Allen was badly burned about the face and hands. Weir, who was burned on both 
hands, said the sacking of the men who went to help the first man who caught fire, 
burst into flames “in a twinkling.” 

Murphy later said that Allen stayed in the hold to the very end, and it was a wonder 
he came out alive. “Indeed.” Murphy added, “I think we must all consider ourselves 
lucky to get off, as the tank seemed such an inferno with blazing figures trying to run 
for safety that it seemed as though we would never get out alive.” 
 

There appears to be some journalistic discrepancy as to the spelling of the name of the 
deceased man, I believe that the Liverpool Echo most likely got his name correct and 
that by the time the story got to Suffolk, word of mouth was having an effect by 
interpretation and accent.  

This now causes me a problem as the (J), John Murphy quoted by the Liverpool 
Echo tells the same story as the J. Murphy, charge hand quoted by the Framlingham 
News, but gives the impression they could be different people, or was there journalistic 
discrepancy going on in Liverpool as well? Clearly more research had to be done. 

I carried on with searching the various newspapers from around the country and 
the following paper carried an updated story and, as is usually the case in such 
instances, things change quickly and dramatically.  
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The next day the Sheffield Daily Independent reported that the situation had 
become ever more serious with more deaths; 

 
MEN STAY TO AID COMRADES 

THREE DEAD IN OIL TANKER FIRE 
RESCUE PERILS 

Three men are dead and six are injured – three of them seriously – as the result of a 
disastrous and mysterious fire in the Swedish oil-tanker, Tasmainic, in Bromborough 
Dock, Cheshire, yesterday. The dead are; 

Clifford Rolls (24), fitter, of Bebington; Joseph Griffiths (42), of Birkenhead; and 
Lawrence Sheen, (41), of Port Sunlight. 

The seriously injured are A. Hatton (29), of Newferry, burns and shock; G. 
Hughes (24), of Port Sunlight, burns and shock; and H. Jones (29), of Newferry, burns 
to body, legs and face. All three are detained at Birkenhead General Hospital. Three 
other men who were treated for burns at the hospital have been allowed to go home. 

CLEANING TANK 
The victims were working with 22 other men cleaning a tank with paraffin rags 

and were in the bottom of the hold when a flame suddenly flashed up. Rolls, who was 
the first man to lose his life, climbed up a ladder to the top of the hold with his clothing 
enveloped in flames from head to foot. As he reached the top he fell backwards a 
distance of 30 feet, and was killed almost immediately. At the bottom of the hold, men 
with blazing clothing were seen running about and yet they made heroic efforts to bring 
the injured up in a cargo basket. The worst cases came up first, and men severely 
burned themselves, stayed behind to help their comrades who were even more 
unfortunate.  The other two men, who died later in the day from their injuries, were 
removed to the Port Sunlight hospital. All the other injured were taken to Birkenhead. 

NO EXPLOSION 
It has not yet been ascertained what was the origin of the fire. The men themselves 
assert that there were no fumes, and that there was no explosion. A dramatic story 
was told by one of the three men who distinguished themselves in the work of rescue 
at the peril of their own lives, and who stayed at the bottom of the tank to assist their 
comrades, despite the fact that they were suffering agony from their own injuries. They 
were Joe Murphy, Weir and Allen. Murphy said: “The first I knew was when I saw a 
man in flames from head to foot. It was Joe Griffiths, and several of us made a rush 
towards him to put out the fire. As fast as the men with their paraffin soaked clothes 
came into contact with the burning man, their own garments were set on fire and the 
bottom of the tank seemed to be full of burning men. Allan and Weir helped me to pull 
off the burning clothing from Griffiths and the other men, although their own clothing 
was continually igniting. Then I was overcome myself with smoke and heat. I did my 
best before the smoke got me.” 
 
By now the full extent of this accident and rescue had become apparent to me, just 

an accident at a Merseyside Dock maybe, but devastating to those involved, I thought 
there must be more at Port Sunlight, but their archive is mainly about the village and its 
occupants. Whilst some of the men had lived in Port Sunlight, most did not, and the 
accident was not in the main factory. A friend suggested that I might try the Unilever 
Archives, a thought that had not occurred to me earlier. 
 
Unilever Archive 

Once more, Google came to the rescue and several minutes later I had a reference, 
a legal file on the SS Tasmanic. I had to go and see it so I arranged a day to travel to 
Port Sunlight and was escorted into their research rooms. The file was waiting for me 
and I took it with great anticipation and trepidation. 
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It began with a memo on Lever Brothers paper from a Mr McLean at Port Sunlight 
to a Mr Fildes at Unilever House, written on the 16 February 1933. I do not know who 
these gentlemen were, but I imagine they would be representatives of Lever Brothers’ 
management judging by the tone; 

 
Dear Fildes, 

About 10.45 this morning a fire took place in No.2 Tank of the S.S. “Tasmanic” 
which is at present discharging at the Bromborough Dock, resulting in the death of one 
man, two being very seriously injured, two seriously injured and four slightly injured. I 
understand that the four slightly injured were attended to at the Hospital and returned 
to their homes. The injured men are part of the stevedoring gang employed by us. 

Mr. Huffan and Mr. Lissenden visited the Dock on receiving a report of the fire, 
and on Mr. Lissenden’s return to the offices, he notified the matter to us. We got in 
touch with Tyrers, the Agents for the United Africa Company who in turn are the 
Charterers of this vessel. Tyrers informed us that they had communicated with 
Forwood Williams & Grindrod of 25 Water Street, Liverpool, the Solicitors acting for the 
West of England Protection and Indemnity Association who have accepted 
responsibility in connection with the accident. Messrs. F.W. & G sent over to the Dock 
their Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Timperlake attended on our behalf. 

We have been informed that the preliminary inquest enquiry will be held to-
morrow, but it will be of a purely formal nature. We thought it necessary to speak to 
Mr. Glasgow who is arranging for Mr. Wiseman to attend the inquest, but the W. of E. 
P. & I. Association have instructed Mr. Maxwell Fyfe to be present on their and our 
behalf. 

It has not been ascertained how the fire originated. It apparently started in the 
bilges and spread to the side of No.2 Tank, which was empty. The tank was being 
cleaned out, the oil having been discharged at the Continent. Fourteen of our 
stevedore’s men were engaged on the work, and the cleaning was being done by 
ordinary methods with scrapers, rags and paraffin. 

The man killed was Clifford Rolls of Quarry Avenue, Bebington, aged 23 or 24. 
Mr. Glasgow later telephoned that he had with him Mr. Cutts of Tyrers who had 

produced to him the time charter in connection with the vessel. 
Mr. Glasgow said that Mr. Wiseman would attend the inquest, but that the 

interests of the Company would be left in the hands of Mr. Maxwell Fyfe. 
At the same time, Mr. Glasgow said that Mr. Cutts had informed him that the two 

very seriously injured men had died, this information having reached him while he was 
with Mr. Glasgow (4.20 p.m.). 

We will keep you advised. Mr. Huffam, we understand, has notified the Home 
Soap Executive. 

 Yours faithfully 
 Signed by McLean 

 
It is interesting to see how the mind of industrial management worked even in those 
days, in that every effort was taken to appear to be as open and available without placing 
oneself in the firing line too much, and that everyone had a representative, in one form 
or another. 

Next in the file were several statements made by the men involved when 
questioned by the police. I will quote only two to avoid being too repetitive, as mostly 
they all give very similar accounts, with just personal differences depending on the 
position of the individual.  
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STATEMENT MADE BY MR. S. MOTTERSHEAD, FOREMAN STEVEDORE, WHEN 
QUESTIONED BY THE POLICE IN CONNECTION WITH THE ACCIDENT ON 
BOARD THE S.S. “TASMANIC’.  14TH FEBRUARY, 1933. 
 
S. MOTTERSHEAD, 58 FAIRWAY NORTH, BROMBOROUGH. 
 
Q: What time did you commence work? 
A: 7.45 this morning. 
 
Q: How many men did you start? 
A: 56 on various jobs. 14 actually in No.2 Tank of the s.s. “Tasmanic” lying on the West 
side of the Dock. These men were employed in scraping and cleaning the tank, this 
tank having been discharged at Genoa and had originally contained Palm Oil. For this 
job small steel scrapers are used, sacking and paraffin. To do this job they were 
wearing overalls and shorts. (One of the scrapers produced and handed to the police). 
 
Q: What are your duties? 
A: I was supervising on board the ship up till about 10.40. They were washing down 
and working well and I did not have any occasion to speak to the men. The only light 
used was an electric one and this was all right ten minutes prior to the accident. 
 
Q: Is the light protected? 
A: It is in a guard. It is what is called a Ship’s Cargo cluster. 
 
Q: Where were you when the fire broke out? 
A: I left the “Tasmanic” about 10.40 a.m. to go back to the s.s. “Keemun” and a few 
minutes later on my return from the “Keemun”, I heard someone shout for the Fire 
Engine. I immediately gave the alarm and hastened to the “Tasmanic”, and on looking 
down the hatch I saw smoke and flames. I heard men groaning from the top of the 
hatchway and I took my coat off and went down the tank. On reaching the bottom I 
saw a man lying and shouted up for the basket to be sent down and I put a body in the 
basket. I then sent two more men up and I saw two other men groping up the ladder. I 
shouted out for another man to come to my assistance. I stayed down the tank and felt 
round to see if anyone else was there. The bilges were alight at the time. 
 
Q: What caused the fire? 
A: I don’t know, unless someone has been smoking and the sacking has caught fire.  
Electric lights are always provided for this job from the cluster switch on deck. 
 
Q: Is this the usual procedure adopted for tank-cleaning? 
A: The procedure adopted for the cleaning of this tank has been the procedure always 
adopted for cleaning ships of a like nature. 
 
Q: Is a naked light used? 
A: No naked lights are ever allowed to be used. 
 
Q: How long have you been associated with this work? 
A: About five or six years 
 
Q: Are notices posted with regard to smoking? 
A: Notices prohibiting smoking are posted all over the Estate? 
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STATEMENT GIVEN BY JOSEPH MURPHY 
 
JOSEPH MURPHY 69 PAGE STREET, LIVERPOOL. 
 
I have been employed at the Bromborough Dock for the past two years on casual work. 
From Wednesday dinnertime, the 15th inst. I was Charge Hand, having some 36 men 
under me engaged on the cleaning down of the tanks of the s.s. “Tasmanic”. We 
commenced work again on Thursday the 16th at 8 o’clock. When we got down to the 
‘tween decks for the purpose of changing I give the order to all the men that “there was 
to be no smoking and less sacking worn”. All hands proceeded to the tank forard of 
No.2 hold. Each man knew his own position where he was working. Whilst going on 
my round, I could see that some men could be released to work in the after tank of 
No.2 hold, so I left in the forard tank Weir, Allen, Ireland, Nelligan. These men were 
washing down the deck head from the rig. On the port side of the tank there was 
Sheehan, Griffiths next to him, Hutton, Hughes, Smith and Jones. Rolls was in the after 
part of the port side in one of the bays. 

The starboard side was nearly finished and only four men were working there. 
The materials all the men were using on this work were dry sacking, paraffin and 
scrapers were provided for those who were cleaning out the bilges as thick oil remains 
there. 

About 10.50 a.m. I crossed over to the starboard side of the tank after helping 
Weir and Allen to shift the rig and I took Doran and placed him to clean the rose-box 
on the starboard side, explaining to him what had to be done to it. Just as I turned 
round to go back to the port side, I saw a man leap out in flames. I recognised him as 
Griffiths. I dashed to his aid, cut the sacking off his shoulders, which was on fire and 
shouted to the men to keep back. From Griffiths, Sheehan got on fire and I also stripped 
the sacking off him, calling on others to go to the aid of Griffiths, who by this time was 
all fire and undoubtedly caused the others to get on fire. 

At no time while I have worked at Bromborough Dock have I seen smoking or 
matches struck in the hold. The last time I saw the Electric Cluster was on the starboard 
side aft over the rose-box, being about 6’ to 8’ above Doran. It was fastened to a piece 
of angle iron bracket. The light cluster was burning when the fire took place. 

I cannot give any explanation how the fire started. 
 
There you have it - the story in a nutshell given from those who took part. Finally, there 
is one last twist, the well known journal / magazine from Port Sunlight is called Progress 
and I had thought that only the Port Sunlight record office had them available. This 
magazine has a wealth of information and quite often carries a small picture of the 
individual.2  There on the open shelves was pretty much a full run of Progress but I was 
able to find nothing on the events of February 1933.  

Then another item caught my eye on another shelf, the Port Sunlight News, again 
a long run of bound volumes by year. I checked 1933 and there was nothing noted. 
Perhaps it had taken a little longer to get around to awarding the medal to Murphy? What 
about 1934. I was there so I might as well take a look and there on page 160 was a 
headline, a photograph and a story. 

 
WATCHES FOR GALLANT RESCUERS 

A sequel to the tragic occurrence in Bromborough Dock on 16th February (when fire on 
the s.s. Tasmanic caused the death of four men) took place on 27th April, at Port 
Sunlight. Three of the men, who at peril of their own lives attempted to save the victims, 
were presented with suitably inscribed gold watches, the recipients being Stephen 
Mottershead, Henry Edward Anderson and Joseph F. Murphy. 

 
2 This is especially true of men from the village involved in WWI and WWII. 
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Lord Leverhulme, Governor of Lever Brothers Limited, who made the presentation 
in the presence of the Board, said:-“On behalf of my colleagues on the Board of 
Directors, I want to ask you to accept from the Company these watches, in recognition 
of the splendid gallantry which you showed on 16th February, when the fatal fire broke 
out in the Tasmanic, and when four of your mates, unfortunately, lost their lives. You 
put all thoughts of self on one side. You did the right thing at the right moment, and 
you did your level best to save the lives of those who perished. We are very proud of 
you.” 

His lordship added that he was very glad to be able to say that the National Safety-
First Association had awarded “Gallant Conduct” medals to Mottershead, Anderson 
and Murphy. 

Mr. Mottershead, replying, expressed the thanks of the recipients, and said they 
only did their duty to help their fellow-men. 
 

So there in Lord Leverhulme’s words, is confirmation of Joseph Murphy’s medal award. 
 

 
J.F. or Joseph Patrick Murphy, Stephen Mottershead, Henry Edward Anderson 

 
A Final thought 
It’s certainly an interesting medal and one that I’d never seen before. I began to wonder 
if there is was medal roll out there. So, a new project has begun – watch this space! 
 
Acknowledgements: 
DNW (https://www.dnw.co.uk/) – medal photo on page 3. 
The Victorian Web (http://www.victorianweb.org/). 
British Newspaper Archive (https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/). 
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/). 
Unilever Archives, Port Sunlight, Wirral. (http://unilever-archives.com/). 
Port Sunlight Village Trust, Port Sunlight, Wirral. 
Life Saving Awards Research Society. 
 

* * * * * 
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GALLANT RESCUE OF A DOG 
 

by Bob Scarlett 
 

Whilst searching the on-line British Newspaper Archive (BNA) recently, I chanced upon 
the report of the rescue of a dog. It was not what I was looking for, but as we all do, I 
became distracted and read the account of the rescue (see below). 

What I found particularly interesting was the mention of the award of the ‘silver 
badge’ awarded by Gloucestershire Constabulary and also the mention of the 
Gloucester and West Gloucestershire Society who presented a medal and certificates 
for the rescue. The rarity of these awards would be worthy of further research. 
 

GALLANT RESCUE Of A DOG. The Chief Constable brought to the notice of the 
Committee the conduct of P.S. John Hobday, of Lydney, to whom he had awarded the 
silver badge for gallantry. At 8.30 p.m. on 28th August, P.S. Hobday was on duty at 
Parkend, when he met Inspector Parry, of the West Gloucestershire Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Cinderford, and P.C. John C. Coldicutt of Yorkley 
and P.C. Joseph W. Ireland, of Parkend. He was then informed that a dog had fallen 
down an old pit shaft in Oaken Hill Wood, Parkend. They obtained a long rope, also a 
forty foot ladder, and went to the pit in question: the dog was then barking at the bottom. 
The ladder was lowered down with the rope and P.S. Hobday descended to the shaft 
bottom, and after removing a lot of rotten timber caught the dog. He then ascended the 
ladder with the dog under his arm, till he reached the top the ladder, where the rope 
joined: failing to get any farther, he asked someone to meet him, and this Inspector 
Parry did, which enabled him to reach the animal from P.S. Hobday and hand it to the 
top. The dog was a black and tan sheep dog, weighing about 35 pounds, and aged 
about 3 years. The ladder, which was a large and heavy one had to be carried through 
the Forest for a mile, and this, and holding the rope while P.S. Hobday was down the 
shaft required great strength and determination, as there was nothing near the shaft to 
which the rope could be secured. He had received a letter from the Secretary of the 
National Canine Defence League expressing their desire to present the League's silver 
medal to P.S. Hobday and Inspector Parry. As regarded the former, he had agreed, 
and he had referred the Secretary to the Society by which Inspector Parry was 
employed. The Gloucester and West Gloucestershire Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals had also awarded P.S. Hobday a medal and certificate, and P.C. 
Coldicutt and P.C. Ireland a certificate each, and he had agreed to allow their 
acceptance. He considered that P.C.'s Coldicutt and Ireland acted very well in this 
case; they were equally willing to go down the shaft, and he had “very highly 
commended" both of them, as well as P.S. Hobday for their action in the matter, The 
Chairman said it was a very creditable performance on the part of the officers 
concerned. and congratulated them on behalf of the Committee. (Applause.) (Ref: 
Gloucestershire Chronicle 20 October 1923.) 

 
Note: Major Stanley Clarke (Chief Constable) wanted to ensure that acts of bravery by 
members of Gloucestershire Constabulary were recognised as up until then they often 
went unrecognised and unrewarded. He introduced the Chief Constable’s Silver Braid 
to be worn as a silver ribbon on the right breast of the tunic1. Police Sergeant John 
Hobday was the second police officer to receive the award. 
(Ref: https://gloucestershirepolicearchives.org.uk/content/from-truncheons-to-
tasers/police-bravery-awards/bravery-awards ) 

 
* * * * * 

 
1 See also OMRS Journal 1989 Vol 28, No.4, p.256 for further details of the ‘Chief Constable’s Silver Braid’. 
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THE S.S. ARCTEES AND THE S.S. ENGLISH TRADER 
 

by Chris Bate 
 
Research 
Whilst researching RNLI recipients of four or more RNLI medals the name of the SS 
English Trader appeared in the roll of medals to two individual recipients at different 
dates. At first, I thought I’d made a mistake and then decided to check it out when it 
became evident that the same ship was indeed involved in two separate RNLI rescues. 
This was counter intuitive as I found it difficult to believe that a ship that had been 
wrecked on the rocks in 1937 could be the same ship also wrecked in 1941. 

What started me on this particular piece of research was my initial efforts to start 
work on a biography of a forgotten hero of where I live, the coxswain of the Torbay 
(Brixham) lifeboat from the 1920’s, 30’s and up to his untimely death at the relatively 
young age of 50 in 1942. Had he lived he would undoubtedly gone on to add to his 
remarkable tally of awards, as the new coxswain of the Brixham lifeboat received a silver 
medal for a rescue in 1945. 

The purpose of this was to tell his remarkable forgotten story and to produce a 
booklet on him for the local RNLI to retail for fund raising. Also, to try and gain some 
modern day recognition with a Blue Plaque at the Crown and Anchor Public House that 
he ran on the quayside at Brixham. 

This lifeboatman in question is William Henry Hayward Mogridge who had the 
distinction of winning two Silver RNLI medals and two Bronze RNLI medals along with a 
French government silver medal for one of the rescues. 

 

 
William Mogridge centre in the cap and waders flanked by his medals. 
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After analysing all the RNLI awards made since the inception of the RNLI, it turns 
out that only 15 personnel have been awarded four or more medals. I have detailed 
these 15 recipients as an appendix. 

It was whilst I was undertaking this analysis that the SS English Trader came to my 
attention and this article is about that ship and the awards stemming from the two 
rescues which involved two of the most decorated lifeboatmen of all time and the most 
decorated, Henry Blogg of Cromer. 
 
The SS Arctees and SS English Trader  
The ship was built in 1934 at the shipyards of the Furness Ship Building Company at 
Haverton Hill, Stockton on Tees for the Arctees Shipping Company Ltd where she 
started life as the SS Arctees. She was designed by Sir Joseph Isherwood based on his 
revolutionary "Arcform" hull, which was designed to improve fuel consumption and to 
allow much more cargo to be carried above the water line. 

She was christened by his wife, Annie, Lady Isherwood on the 25 January 1934 
when she was launched at Furness Shipbuilding Co’s yard at Haverton-on-Tees, County 
Durham.  

 
The unusual rudder design of SS Arctees 

 
The Middlesbrough Daily Gazette of 15 March 1934 reported on the trial trip of the 
Arctees in glowing terms., “Vessel May Revolutionise Tramp Shipping”. The loaded trials 
of the Arctees took place on the measured mile course off Whitley Bay. 

The first accident to befall the Arctees took place on the 8 January 1936 when it 
was reported in the Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette of the 9 January 1936, 
that the Steamer Arctees had fouled the Lady Windsor lock gates at Barry, which were 
badly damaged. On this occasion no damage was done to the ship. 

In 1936, the Arctees was sold to the Trader Navigation Company Ltd as its first 
tramp vessel and renamed the English Trader. Aside from the brush with the lock gates 
at Barry, the ship plied its role as a cargo vessel without any further incidents until the 
23 January 1937.  
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The First Rescue: 23/24 January 1937 - The Brixham Lifeboat George Shee 
On 23 January 1937, the 4000 ton SS English Trader was in the English Channel off the 
coast of Devon. It was while she was trying to enter Dartmouth Harbour that she got into 
difficulties and ran aground at the entrance to the Dart River Estuary, close to Dartmouth 
Castle. 

 

 
The SS English Trader fast aground below Dartmouth Castle –  

the proximity to the rocks is very evident. 
 

 
The SS English Trader being refloated  
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Early on 23rd January, the English Trader, of London, owing to the temporary failure of 
her steering gear, ran ashore on Checkstone Ledge, at the entrance to Dartmouth 
Harbour. The ship, with a crew of 32, was bound from the Argentine to the Continent 
with a cargo of grain. The Barnett class lifeboat George Shee was launched (from 
Brixham) and reached the steamer about 6.15 am. The Captain requested the lifeboat 
(Coxswain William Mogridge) to stand by until efforts were made to refloat the steamer 
at high water in the afternoon. These efforts failed, and the Captain then asked the 
lifeboat to stand by all night.  

After standing by all night, apart from making the short journey to Kingswear 
(opposite the town of Dartmouth to refuel and then returning to the stranded ship. At 6 
am the next morning the steamer sent up rockets of distress. Her captain thought that 
she could not last until daylight. The heavy swell as a result of the south-south-east gale 
had lifted the ship, swung round her stern and was pounding her bows so heavily on the 
rocks, that all on board had to hold on with both hands. Seas 15 feet high were breaking 
over the steamer. They smashed the port side of the bridge and flooded two holds one 
of them right up to the deck. Many of her crew had taken off their boots and were 
preparing to go overboard and attempt to swim to the shore. It would have meant certain 
death.  

The lifeboat closed at once, but the work of rescue was very hazardous. The 
coxswain manouvered her in the darkness round the ship’s stern which had swung very 
close to the shore, and at the risk of being crushed under it. He then brought her 
alongside on the lee side of the steamer, perilously near the shore, which was studded 
with rocks. To add to the danger of the darkness, the rocks and the seas breaking clean 
over the ship, a strong ebb tide was racing out of the River Dart against the seas. It took 
the lifeboat twenty minutes to get alongside.  

She was made fast fore and aft, close abaft the bridge, but her engines were kept 
running, ahead or astern, all the time, to prevent the seas from dashing her against the 
ship. She was rising and falling from 10 to 14 feet, at one moment being level with the 
ship’s rolling chocks, and the next lifted to the level of her rails. Once as she rose on the 
crest of a sea, two of her crew only just saved themselves, by throwing themselves flat 
on the deck, from being crushed between the lifeboat and one of the steamers lifeboats 
hanging low in the davits, ready for launching, which they had not seen in the darkness 
until the lifeboat was being lifted up right under it. A rope stave ladder was lowered from 
the steamer, and by the uncertain light of an electric lamp above, the men on board her 
were helped or lifted one by one into the lifeboat. There were fifty two of them; 32 crew, 
15 stevedores (also on board to help the salvage operations were), three salvage 
officers, a Pilot and a naval signalman. 

Then came the Coxswain Mogridge’s most difficult and dangerous task, to get the 
lifeboat clear of the wreck and the rocks. There was no room to turn her. She had to 
come out astern, passing once more under the stern of the steamer, and through very 
confused seas, where the strong ebb was meeting the gale. The coxswain watched for 
his chance. Then he yelled to everyone to hang on tightly. The ropes were cut, and the 
lifeboat went full speed astern, as the steamers stern was lifting, and passed out under 
it into the full force of the gale, but clear of the dangers of the rocks and the wreck. She 
then made for Dartmouth. All were safely put ashore and the lifeboat then returned to 
Torbay (Brixham) at 12.15 pm. She had been out for 31 hours. 
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Rewards 
For the gallant and dangerous rescue of the 52 men on board, William Mogridge received 
a clasp to his RNLI bronze medal. Additionally, the Thanks on Vellum was awarded to 
each of the seven crew, along with monetary awards amounting to £48 1s 6d. (The 
ordinary scale award of £4 5s each plus an additional £2 reward each.) 

 

 
(left to right): HRH the Duke of Kent meeting bowman F C Sanders and Cox W H H Mogridge of 

the Torbay Lifeboat at the presentation of his Bronze Clasp for the English Trader Rescue and 
Sanders’s Thanks on Vellum at the 1937 Annual RNLI Meeting in London 

 
Recovering the English Trader 
Subsequently, attempts were then made to re-float her by four tugs and a Royal 

Navy Destroyer but without any success. The ship was badly holed and some of the 
holds were filling with debris and so, after ten days of being stuck fast, drastic measures 
were needed to save the ship. This course of action involved cutting the ship in two at 
her bow section which was eventually scrapped. 
 

 
The SS English Trader with its bow section being removed and the ship pumped out   
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The process took 19 days after which the undamaged after part was towed stern first 
into Dartmouth Harbour.  

 

 
The SS English Trader with its bow removed finally safe in Dartmouth Harbour 

 
Later she was moved to Southampton and a contract was given to The Middle 

Docks & Engineering Company of South Shields to repair her. She was then rebuilt from 
the boiler room forward in only 100 days.  

After its substantial repairs the SS English Trader resumed work as a tramp steamer 
until its next and final brush with nature and the RNLI service.  

 
This took place on the 26 and 27 October 1941 and resulted in the award of one 

Silver medal clasp and twelve bronze medals and clasps. Including a posthumous clasp 
award. 

 
The Final Rescue: 26/27 October 1941: The Comer No1 Lifeboat H F Bailey, 

assisted by the Great Yarmouth and Gorleston Lifeboat Louise Stephens. 
Enter Henry Blogg, the most decorated lifeboatman of all, and his crew, in one of 

their most difficult and life threating launches. 
In a full north westerly gale with heavy squalls of rain, hail and sleet, SS English 

Trader went ashore on Hammond Knoll, 25 miles east of Cromer, Norfolk and five of her 
crew were drowned. The Watson class motor lifeboat H F Bailey launched at 8.15 am to 
find the casualty lying on the sands with her hull nearly under water in a welter of cross 
seas. The possibility of approaching the wreck was further diminished by swinging 
derricks and cargo washing out of open hatches. 

Coxswain Blogg stood off awaiting a suitable opportunity but, at a second attempt, 
a massive sea threw him and four others out of the boat. They were recovered, but 
Signalman Allen collapsed and died shortly afterwards.   



The Life Saving Awards Research Society Journal No.98 
 

20 

With her operational capability impaired by 
ropes around her propellers, the lifeboat limped 
back to Yarmouth, and arrived at 6 pm with the 
crew exhausted. Her place near the wreck was 
taken by the Great Yarmouth and Gorleston 
Watson class lifeboat Louise Stephens, but she 
faced the same difficulties as the Cromer boat 
and, after five attempts to get alongside, 
returned to her station for the night. Coxswain 
Blogg took his boat out again at 4.40 am, with 
the ropes still round her propellers, and reached 
the wreck at 8 am to find conditions somewhat 
moderated. He took off 44 survivors who were 
landed at Yarmouth at 11.30 am.  

This account of the rescue by the Comer 
No1 Lifeboat, Henry Blogg and his crew is 
significantly understated.1 This rescue almost 
cost the lives of all the crew and resulted in the 
death of Signalman Allen. Had the remaining 
crew on board not been able to locate those 
overboard the outcome would have been very 

different. Indeed, if the lifeboat not righted then they would all have drowned. Henry 
Blogg described the sea conditions as the most appalling problem he ever had to face.  
 

 
The last picture of the English Trader taken by W Hickson a member of her crew as the Cromer 

Lifeboat pulled away and the sea claimed the ship.   

 
1 The book by Cyril Jolly regarding the service provided to the English Trader, gives a far more detailed account 
of this rescue and is recommended reading. 
 

Henry Blogg 
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Rewards 
The rescue of the English Trader’s crew resulted in a 3rd Clasp to Henry Blogg’s silver 
medal, his last ever award, and an additional 12 Bronze Medals and Clasps. One of 
which was to coxswain Johnson of the Great Yarmouth and Gorleston lifeboat. 

The sandbank and sea finally claimed the English Trader and brought to an end the 
unusual occurrence of one ship being rescued twice. 

The final tally for this ship was one Silver medal, 13 Bronze Medals and 6 thanks 
on vellum. The ship also linked two of the most decorated lifeboatmen ever. 
 
Bibliography: 
Lifeboat Magazine Archive, RNLI* 
Cox, Barry: Lifeboat Gallantry, Barry Cox. Pub by Spink 1998.ISBN 0-907605-89-3 
Jolly, Cyril (1981): The Loss of the English Trader, Acorn Editions.  
ISBN 0-906554-06-3. 
Jolly, Cyril Henry Blogg, the Greatest of the Lifeboatmen, Poppyland Publishing, new 
edition 2002, ISBN 0-946148-59-7. 
Lifeboat Magazine Archive, RNLI. 
The London Gazette. 
 
* A fuller account detailing the risks and danger for the RNLI crew appeared in the Life-
Boat Magazine in the March 1937 issue. 
 

* * * 
 
Appendix:  
The RNLI’s most decorated lifeboatmen – having four or more RNLI awards.  
 
The dates (years) below are the years in which the award was voted. In some cases, the 
rescue took place in the previous year. 
 
Brian William BEVAN – Superintendent Coxswain, Humber Lifeboat 
Gold Medal (1979); Silver Medal (1979); Bronze Medal (1979); Bronze Clasp (1982) 
 
Henry George BLOGG – Coxswain, Cromer Lifeboat 
Gold Medal (1917); Gold Clasps (1927) & (1941); Silver Medal (1932); Silver Clasps (1934), (1939) 
& (1941); George Cross (exchange Empire Gallantry Medal); BEM for Gallantry 
 
John BULLEY - Lieut RN, HM Coastguard, Atherfield 
Gold Medal (1843); Gold Boat (1848); Silver Medals (1838) & (1841) 
 
Peter Hewitt Peterson CLARK – Coxswain / Mechanic, Lerwick Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1995); Bronze Medal (1983), Bronze Clasps (1989) & (1993) 
 
Robert CROSS – Coxswain, Spurn Lifeboat 
Gold Medal (1940); Gold Clasp (1943); Silver Medal (1916); Silver Clasps (1925) & (1939); Bronze 
Medal (1922); Bronze Clasp (1941) George Medal 
 
Harry William DAVIS - Crew Member / Mechanic, Cromer Lifeboat 
Bronze Medal (1927); Bronze Clasps (1939), (1941) & (1941) 
 
John James DAVIS Snr – Bowman / 2nd Coxswain, Cromer Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1941); Bronze Medal (1927); Bronze Clasps (1931), (1939) & (1941) 
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Richard Trewas HARRIS - Mechanic, Torbay Lifeboat 
Bronze Medal (1940); Bronze Clasps (1945), (1960) & (1965) 
 
Sydney James HARRIS - Coxswain Superintendent, Gorlestone Lifeboats 
Silver Medal (1905); Silver Clasps (1905), (1909), (1912)  & (1916) 
 
John HAYTER – Coxswain, Brooke Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1886*); Silver Clasps (1888), (1892) & (1892**). Note: *Awarded for service 1860 to 
1886. ** Awarded for 32 years service as Coxswain upon retirement. 
 
William HILLARY, Sir – Founder of the Institution 
Gold Medal (1825*); Gold Boats (1828), (1830) & (1830). Note: Voted Gold Medal as Founder of 
the Institution on 10 March 1825. 
 
Richard JOACHIM – Lieut RN, HM Coastguard, Lowestoft 
Silver Medal (1836); Silver Clasps (1855), (1857) & (1861) 
 
Charles Ambrose JOHNSON – Crew Member, Gorleston No.1 Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1941l); Bronze Medal (1922); Bronze Clasps (1938), (1940) & (1941) 
 
William Henry Hayward MOGRIDGE – Coxswain, Torbay Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1939); Silver Clasp (1940); Bronze Medal (1936); Bronze Clasp (1937) 
 
John Herbert PETIT – Crew Member / Coxswain, St Peter Port Lifeboat 
Silver Medal (1978); Bronze Medal (1963); Bronze Clasps (1975), (1978) & (1979); MBE (Harbour 
Master, Guernsey) 
 

* * * * * 
 
 

 



Journal No.98 The Life Saving Awards Research Society 
 

23 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO  
THE EXCHANGED ALBERT MEDALS? 

 
by Allan Stanistreet 

 
When it was decided that the Albert and Edward Medals were to be abolished in 1971, 
officialdom declared that, unlike the previous decision to abolish the Empire Gallantry 
Medal over 30 years earlier, there was to be no compulsion in the matter and recipients 
might retain their original awards, if they so wished. However, they would be considered 
for all purposes as if they were holders of the George Cross. 

Those who wished to exchange were to return their original awards and be 
reinvested with the George Cross. They were not permitted to retain these; however, it 
is known that, in the case of the Albert Medal, at least two recipients did hold on to their 
medals, as well as receiving the George Cross. They were Florence Alice Allen and 
Group Captain Oliver Campbell Bryson, GC, MC, DFC and Bar. Both have subsequently 
appeared on the market. 
 

 
Group Captain Bryson’s Medal Group (showing both the GC and AM) – when sold at Christie’s  

 
Those who did exchange their awards were asked if they wished the Home Office to 
hold the surrendered medal in safe custody or for it to be donated to a museum, college, 
etc, of their choice. In the case of the Albert Medal, there follows a list of where these 
medals originally went, although a few have moved around in the subsequent half-
century. Also, a number of the museums have subsequently been amalgamated or 
changed names since then.  
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NAME    MEDAL HELD BY 
ABBOTT, Capt E.G. (RN Retd) Bearwood College, Wokingham, Berks 
ALLEN, Mrs Florence Alice  Not surrendered for exchange 
ASHBURNHAM, Doreen  Canadian War Museum, Ottawa 
BAGOT, Arthur G.   Geelong Grammar School, Victoria, Australia 
BAIN-SMITH, Lt Col G.S.  Royal Artillery Museum, Woolwich 
BARRY (neé FRASER) Harriet E. Home Office 
BASTIAN, Gordon Love  South Wales Museum, Cardiff 
BROWN, Richard Leslie  King’s Own Border Regiment Museum 
BRYSON, Gp Capt Oliver C.     Not surrendered for exchange 
BUTSON, Dr Arthur R.C.  University College Hospital Medical School 11 
CANNON, Horace   RAF Museum, Hendon 
CHALMERS, Jack   Home Office 5 
CLEALL, Walter C.   National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
COWLEY, Lt Gen Sir John G.  Wellington College, Crowthorne, Berks 
DAVIS, Lt Cdr Thomas N.  The Museum, HMS Dolphin, Portsmouth 
DAY, Gp Capt Harry M.A.  RM Museum, Eastney, Southsea 
ELLIS, Bernard G.   The Queen’s Own Buffs 
EVANS, Instr Cdr David H.  County School, Llangefni, Anglesey 
FARROW, Kenneth   National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
FEETHAM, Christopher  Home Office 1 

FORD, Albert   City Museum, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent 
GIBBS, Stanley   Home Office 6 
HARWOOD, Harrie S.  Etruscan Lodge No 546, Masonic Hall, Shelton 12 

HAWKINS, Eynon   National Museum of Wales 
HOWARTH, Albert   Townley Hall and Museum, Burnley, Lancs 
HUTCHISON, Albert J.  Regiment Museum, Royal Highland Fusiliers 
KAVANAGH, Robert M.  Home Office 1 
KEOGH, Michael S.   RAF Museum, Hendon 
LOWE, Alfred R.   Home Office 3 
LYNCH, Joseph   Wallasey Library, Cheshire 9 
MAXWELL-HYSLOP, Capt A.H. HMS Excellent, Portsmouth 
McALONEY, Gp Capt Wm. S.  Home Office 7 
McCARTHY, Lt Cdr W.H.D.  Central Chancery Orders of Knighthood 
McCORMACK, Thomas W.  Bede Gallery, Jarrow-on-Tyne 
MAY, Philip R.S.   Home Office 4 
MILES, Alfred   National Maritime Museum, Greenwich 
MITCHELL, John H.   Imperial War Museum 
NEWMAN, Cdr Alfred W.  National Maritime Museum, Greenwich 
RACKHAM, Geoffrey   Central Chancery Orders of Knighthood 10 
REEVES, Capt James A  Athol Line Ltd, Knightsbridge, London 8 
RICHARDS, Richard W.  Canterbury Museum, Christchurch, NZ 
RILEY, Geoffrey   Tolson Memorial Museum, Huddersfield 
ROBERTSON, Gp Capt Paul D. Home Office 1 
SPOORS, Robert   Regiment Museum, West Yorks Regiment 
VAUGHAN, Margaret   National Museum of Wales, Cardiff 
WALKER, Charles H.   HMS Victory Museum, Portsmouth Dockyard 
WESTERN, David C.   HMS Victory Museum, Portsmouth Dockyard 
WILLIAMS, Sidney   Imperial War Museum 
WOLSEY, Hilda   St Bernard’s Mental Hospital, Southall 
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Notes: 
1. The following Albert Medals awarded to Feetham, Robertson and Kavanaugh are now 

held at the Lord Chancellor’s Office, having been transferred there from the Home Office. 
The reason for this unknown. 

2. Barry’s (nee Fraser) medal is with the Central Chancery. 
3. Lowe’s medal is in the RN Museum at Portsmouth. 
4. May’s medal is in the Masonic Museum, Canterbury. 
5. Chalmers’ AM is in the Glenbrook Museum, Australia. 
6. Gibbs’ medal has been returned to his family. 
7. McAloney’s AM is in a museum in Australia but its exact whereabouts is unknown to this 

writer. 
8. Reeves’ AM was returned to his family when the Athol Line ceased trading.  
9. Lynch’s medal was stolen but was recovered, and is now in the Imperial War Museum. 
10. Rackham’s medal is in the Royal Logistics Corp Museum at Deepcut, Aldershot. 
11. Butson’s medal is now in the Scott Polar Research Institute at Cambridge. 
12. Shelton Masonic Hall recently decided to sell Harwood’s AM to defray expenses. The 

legal position appears a little unclear, as it is uncertain whether the medal is theirs to 
dispose of, or whether it should be returned to the Lord Chancellor’s Department for safe 
keeping. Enquiries are ongoing at the time of writing. 

 
The following declined to exchange their Albert Medals in 1971. All are the bronze 

version, as the last holder of the gold medal died in 1969. 
 

ABBOTT, George Fawcett 
ARMYTAGE, Reginald William 
BROOKES, Victor 
BUCKLE, Henry 
FAIRCLOUGH, John 
GIBBONS, John Edward 
GOAD, William 
GREGSON, John Sedgwick 
HOUGHTON, Frederick Leonard 
KNOULTON, Richard John 
LISTER, Maurice 

MEREDITH, William Herbert 
OLIVER, Dick 
RHOADES, William George 
RIDLING, Randolph Gordon 
STANNERS, John George 
TWEEDDALE, Marquis of  
(formerly HAY, David Geo. Montague) 
WALTON, Eric William Kevin 
WATSON, Victor Albert 
WOODING, Ernest Alfred 
 

 
There may well be a few others to add to the above list of non-exchangers who have not 
yet been discovered. 
 
Sources 
Private Correspondence: 

1. Home Office letter (ref HON/82 101/1/5) dated 16 September 1982 which 
contains two appendices relating to both the Albert Medal and the Edward Medal 
and their current (1982) locations. 

2. An unreferenced letter from the Lord Chancellor's Department dated 16 April 
2002 relating to the locations of the nine Albert Medals, which had originally 
gone to the Home Office but were by then (2002) in other locations. This is 
explained in the above notes. 

 
* * * * * 
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ALBERT MEDAL GALLERY –  
ERIC WILLIAM KEVIN WALTON, GC, DSC 

 
by Allan Stanistreet 

 

 
Eric William Kevin Walton, DSC, AM (photograph July 1972) 
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Eric William Kevin Walton (always known as Kevin) was born on 13 May 1919 in Japan, 
of British missionary parents. Educated at Monkton Combe School, near Bath, he then 
studied engineering at Imperial College, London University, at which time he developed 
an interest in mountaineering. 

At the outbreak of war in 1939 he joined the Royal Navy as an engineer officer, and 
he was on board the battleship HMS Rodney during the battle against the German 
battleship Bismarck. He served mainly in destroyers and was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross (DSC) (London Gazette 27 April 1943) when he was Engineer on the 
destroyer HMS Onslow in 1942, in the naval action off the North Cape of Norway, against 
the German battleships Lutzow and Hipper. He played a major part in keeping his badly 
damaged ship afloat and steaming. 

Later, in North Atlantic convoy duties, he was Mentioned in Despatches as Engineer 
Officer of HMS Duncan. He was also involved in the naval battle of the Malta convoys. 
At the end of 1945, he sailed for the Antarctic as a member of the Falkland Islands 
Dependencies Survey and was awarded the Albert Medal in the following circumstances: 

 
At about 12 noon on 24th August 1946, while on a sledging journey, a member of the 
Survey fell through a badly-bridged crevasse and disappeared. Major Tonkin had fallen 
some forty feet and was jammed in a narrow part of the crevasse. Ropes were lowered 
to him and he managed to get loops round his forearms, but no higher, and it was 
found impossible to pull him out as he was jammed in the ice. Lieutenant Walton 
volunteered to be lowered in the crevasse to free Major Tonkin by chipping. As an ice 
axe could not be used in the constricted space of the crevasse, the spike was sawn off 
and used as a hand tool. Lieutenant Walton was lowered down a wider part of the 
crevasse and worked his way along until he reached and succeeded in freeing Major 
Tonkin, who was eventually pulled to the surface, after having been three hours down 
the crevasse. During that time Lieutenant Walton was lowered down to him on five 
separate occasions, remaining down for considerable periods on each occasion. His 
persistence was most commendable, and it was solely due to his efforts that Major 
Tonkin was finally rescued. (London Gazette 8 June 1948) 

 
During two years in the Antarctic, Mr Walton played a prominent part in finding a 

route over the mountainous Antarctic or Graham Land Peninsula and laying the 
foundation for the accurate survey of one thousand miles of the most inaccessible and 
previously unmapped coastline of the world. Accompanied by Dr Richard Butson 
(another Antarctic Albert Medallist) and three others, he climbed several unclimbed 
peaks in the region of Marguerite Bay in the Antarctic (where, incidentally, he earned his 
AM). For distinguished service in Antarctica, Mr Walton was awarded the Polar Medal. 

Kevin Walton had an unusual and interesting life. He was one of the original 
instructors in the Outward Bound Mountain School in the Lake District. He taught 
workshop engineering at Oundle School, the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth and at 
Malvern College. He was involved in ‘Windows on Technology’ sponsored by several 
engineering institutes. He was an Associate Member of the Institute of Civil Engineers 
and was most interested in ‘British Voluntary Service Overseas’. He was involved in the 
construction of a nuclear power station in Wales and he was the author of Two Years in 
the Antarctic, a Portrait of Antarctica and Great Achievements in Engineering – Making 
Things Work. Mount Walton in Graham Land is named after him. 
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He was married to Ruth and they had four children: three daughters and a son. 
Interestingly, his son also holds the Polar Medal. The family lived in Cornwall. 

Kevin Walton used to tell the story of how, when he went for his investiture of the 
Albert Medal, he exchanged some light-hearted banter with the King, who had a keen 
eye for all things medallic. Apparently, His Majesty remarked that he was wearing the 
wrong ribbon; he should have been wearing the ribbon of the sea award as his act took 
place over the sea in Marguerite Bay, albeit the bay was at that time frozen over. Mr 
Walton’s actual award was for land service. 

He declined to exchange his original award for the George Cross in 1971 (this 
contentious arrangement was not compulsory) and was the last surviving person to wear 
the Albert Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life on Land. In the accompanying photograph, 
taken by the late Alf Flatow at a VC and GC Association reunion in August 1972, his 
medals are the Albert Medal, the Distinguished Service Cross, the 1939-45 Star, the 
Atlantic Star, the Africa Star, the Burma Star, the War Medal 1939-45 with oak leaf 
denoting a Mentioned in Despatches and the Polar Medal, followed by the silver laurel 
wreath denoting a Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct (for a crevasse rescue on 
South Georgia in 1952). He was subsequently to add the 1977 Silver Jubilee Medal and 
the 2002 Golden Jubilee Medal to this impressive line-up. 

It is interesting to speculate as to who might have mounted these medals, as there 
appear to be a number of anomalies. The Albert Medal should be worn after the DSC, 
for instance. However, Mr Walton always wore the medals in this order. There is a rosette 
on the ribbon of the Atlantic Star, which presumably indicates the clasp for ‘FRANCE AND 
GERMANY’, although a rosette indicates the clasp when ribbons alone are worn. The oak 
leaf on the War Medal ribbon appears to be upside down and both the War Medal and 
the Polar Medal have been incorrectly mounted with their reverses showing, rather than 
the sovereign’s head. However, having known Mr Walton, one suspects that such minor 
details did not trouble him overmuch! 

Like so many of his kind, Kevin Walton, an extremely sociable man, was modest 
about his achievements. He was a founder member and a keen supporter, first of the 
Albert Medal Association, which was founded in 1966 by Instructor-Commander David 
Evans, AM, RN, and later the VC and GC Association into which the AM Association had 
been subsumed in 1972. He died on 13 April 2009, aged 90 and was cremated at 
Worcester Crematorium. 

Since the 1972 photograph, Kevin Walton acquired four additional medals; 
Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Medal 1977, Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal 2002, 
Malta: George Cross Fiftieth Anniversary Medal from the Republic of Malta and USSR: 
Forty Years of Victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941–1945 Jubilee Medal. 

Two ‘anomalies’ of his 1972 mounted group have been resolved - i.e. a ‘FRANCE 
AND GERMANY’ clasp replaces the rosette on Atlantic Star ribbon, and the MID oakleaf is 
now mounted correctly. However, the Queen’s Commendation has migrated from the 
end of the group – it’s correct location – to find a new home on the Polar Medal ribbon! 
Perhaps understandable as the Queen’s Commendation was awarded for a crevasse 
rescue in South Georgia. Also, the Albert Medal remains in front of the DSC, where this 
award would correctly be located if it had been exchanged for a George Cross. 

Soon after his death, his family loaned his medal group to the Scott Polar 
Research Institute, where today they reside in the Institute’s Museum. 
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Kevin Walton’s Medal Group 
 

 
 
• Albert Medal, 2nd Class, for Gallantry in Saving Life on Land, bronze and enamel, 

[PRESENTED BY HIS MAJESTY TO TEMPORARY LIEUTENANT (E) ERIC WILLIAM KEVIN WALTON 
D.S.C., R.N. FOR GALLANTRY IN SAVING LIFE NEAR MARGUERITE BAY ON THE 24TH AUGUST 
1946]. 

• Distinguished Service Cross (1943) 
• 1939–45 Star  
• Atlantic Star with clasp ‘FRANCE AND GERMANY’ 
• Africa Star 
• Burma Star 
• War Medal 1939–45, with bronze oakleaf MID  
• Polar Medal, EIIR, 1st issue [T/LIEUT. E ERIC W.K. WALTON, D.S.C., A.M., R.N.]. with clasp 

‘ANTARCTIC 1946-47'.  
• Queen’s Commendation (for a Polar rescue in 1952) – incorrectly worn on the Polar 

Medal 
• Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Medal 1977 
• Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal 2002 
• Malta: George Cross Fiftieth Anniversary Medal from the Republic of Malta 
• USSR: Forty Years of Victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941–1945 Jubilee Medal 

 
Acknowledgements: 
Alf Flatow – Photograph of Kevin Walton 
Lucy Martin and Alex Partridge – Scott Polar Research Institute 
Phil McDermot – Worcestershire Medal Services 
 
Sources: 
The London Gazette 
Stanistreet, Allan (1986) ‘Gainst All Disaster. Chippenham: Picton 
Wright, Christopher (2013) The Victoria Cross and The George Cross, 3 Vols. Methuen 
 

* * * * * 
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MAORI JACK 
 

by Peter M R Helmore 
 
Some thirteen miles (20.5km) north of Queenstown, New Zealand you come across the 
quaint old mining settlement of Arrowtown. The area has recently come to prominence 
following the filming in the vicinity of scenes from ‘The Lord of the Rings’ trilogy.  
Arrowtown is notable for its gift shops serving the tourists but the real gem to be found 
there is the Lakes District Museum. The museum has a well displayed extensive 
collection of artefacts relating to the New Zealand ‘Gold Rush’ – more than enough to 
keep one occupied on a rainy day.   

Immediately on the left as you enter the museum you find a display depicting 
the life of Jack Tewa, a Maori sheep shearer working for William Gilbert Rees. Tewa was 
originally from Thames, an area at the southwestern end of the Coromandel Peninsula 
in New Zealand’s North Island. It appears he was previously known as both Hatini Whini 
and Anthony Whiti. Jack Tewa is credited with the first discovery of gold on land 
belonging to William Rees and situated along the Arrow River, the date of the discovery 
is variously reported as May 1861 or 1862. 

Although attempts were made to keep the find quiet it was not long before news 
of gold in the Arrow River leaked out and by July 1863 more than 600,000 ounces of 
gold had been taken from the river. The wealth this generated built both Queenstown 
and Dunedin and had a major financial influence on New Zealand as a whole. 

As a result of the find William Rees became a wealthy man and no longer 
dependant on his sheep for an income. His property was situated on the edge of Lake 
Wakatipu where he decided to demolish his woolshed and replace it with a hotel to 
service the influx of potential miners seeking their fortune. The hotel was called ‘The 
Queen’s Arms’ and was later renamed and rebuilt as ‘Hotel Eichardt’, after the ex-
Prussian Guard who bought it from Rees in 1869. The exclusive ‘Hotel Eichardt’ still 
stands today under the same name and overlooks Lake Wakatipu in Queenstown. 
William Rees used his money wisely and is considered the founding father of 
Queenstown where today his statue is to be found. 

Shortly after the discovery of gold William Rees was visited by William Rogers, 
a neighbouring runholder (a person who owns or manages a sheep station). The visit 
occurred in August 1862 and Jack Tewa together with James William Mitchell, a recent 
British arrival who had served as an officer in the 42nd Highland Regiment, were tasked 
with escorting Rogers by boat on his twelve miles return journey across Lake Wakatipu. 
The story that followed is detailed in the display at the Lakes District Museum and in the 
records of the Royal Humane Society in London. 
 
The rescue 
On Saturday morning 9 August 1862 at about 8.30 am the boat set sail with a fair wind, 
after about an hour with the wind freshening Jack Tewa asked Mitchell to take the sprit 
out. Whilst undertaking this task the boat was struck by a sudden squall causing Mitchell 
to be thrown to leeward which in turn capsized the boat throwing all three occupants into 
Lake Wakatipu which has an average depth of 230 metres. Tewa and Mitchell clung to 
the keel while Rogers attempted to swim to the shore. Rogers realised he could not 
make land and returned to the upturned boat to find Tewa swimming after Mitchell who 
had lost his grip and was drifting away and could not swim. 
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All three were left clinging to the keel for a further hour. Tewa tried on several 
occasions to right the boat but with the heavy sea running she kept rolling over and over. 
The intense cold soon rendered Rogers and Mitchell almost powerless and twice during 
this period Tewa saved both his colleagues by swimming after them and returning them 
to the upturned boat where they clung on for several more hours. A further roll of the 
boat occurred, and Mitchell found himself trapped inside the hull while Rogers was 
washed away to his death. Tewa again dived under the boat and managed to cut away 
the hamper that retained the mast allowing the boat to be righted. 

Fortunately, the oars had been jammed under the seats, and with Mitchell now 
unconscious and secured in the upright boat, Tewa proceeded to row the one and a half 
miles to shore. Many times, the water from the lake making a complete breach over 
them. Mitchell had no memory of how he landed, however Tewa managed to carry him 
to high ground where he wrapped him in the wet blankets carried in the boat and ferns 
he gathered at the scene. The pair spent the night in this precarious situation huddled 
together for warmth. In the morning Tewa set off on foot along the shore of Lake 
Wakatipu to summon help. When he returned with the rescue party, they were surprised 
to find a collie dog, which had been lost from a boat as a pup a year earlier, had crept 
out of the scrub where Tewa left Mitchell. The dog lay down on Mitchell’s chest and kept 
him warm until the rescuers arrived, on their arrival he ran away into the scrub once 
more. 
 
Reward 
Jack Tewa ‘Maori Jack’ was rightly claimed a hero by the Wakatipu community. From 
the collection made he was given a dray and a team of bullocks, while James Mitchell 
gave him a silver hunting watch.  

A full report of the rescue was submitted to the Royal Humane Society in London 
and in due course the awards committee agreed to award him the Society’s silver medal 
in recognition of his gallant conduct. 
 

 
RHS silver medal awarded to Maori Jack 
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The medal now on display at Arrowtown came from the west coast of South Island. It 
had been looked after as a family heirloom but little else was known. Apparently, Jack 
Tewa often spoke of the Lake Wakatipu rescue and reference has been found of a man 
answering his description being brought before the courts to answer a charge that he 
"smacked someone over the head with a shovel". Sentenced initially to two years’ 
imprisonment this was subsequently reduced to two months on account of him having 
saved a man on Lake Wakatipu and having received a medal in recognition. 

Nothing further is known of ‘Maori Jack’ and attempts to find his final resting 
place have been unsuccessful. In 2012, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Jack 
Tewa’s act of heroism, a plaque was unveiled in his memory in Arrowtown. Just twenty 
minutes south of Queenstown you will find the settlement of Jack’s Point named after 
this brave Maori sheep shearer. 
 

 
 
 

 
To quote a local source: “This was a seminal point in New Zealand history. It’s not just 
an Arrowtown story, it’s a nationally important story.”  
 
Sources:  
Lakes District Museum, Arrowtown www.museumqueenstown.com 
Acts of Gallantry by Lambton Young 1830 to 1871 
Otago Daily Times www.odt.co.nz  
Mountain Scene Voice of Queenstown www.scene.co.nz 
 

* * * * * 
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THE IRELAND MEDAL - THE FIRST TEN YEARS (2003-13) 
 

by John Connolly, Honorary Secretary 
 

Introduction 
Articles have previously appeared in our Journal regarding the award of the Ireland 
Medal, initially the early awards and thereafter as occasional entries in the Noticeboard 
section. In discussions with the Editor, it was decided to produce a more comprehensive 
presentation of the Irish Lifesaving Foundation, its awards and the citations for the 
awardees. This will appear in two parts and align with the issue of the type 1 and type 2 
medals. 
 
The Irish Lifesaving Foundation 
The Lifesaving Foundation began as an Overseas Aid Sub-committee of RLSS 
IRELAND in 1999. The sub-committee raised funds supporting projects in developing 
countries, especially in Africa, sending equipment and clothing to embryonic lifesaving 
groups and tutors to train lifesavers. In 2003 the sub-committee was disbanded and 
reformed as a separate not-for-profit charity registered in Ireland with the name ‘The Irish 
Lifesaving Foundation Ltd.’ The name was changed to The Lifesaving Foundation CLG 
(Company Limited by Guarantee) in 2011 in recognition of an increasing international 
membership and re-registered in Ireland as a charity.  
 The Foundation had three key project areas in addition to awarding the Ireland 
Medal. These were: 
 

a)  the promotion of female swimming instruction worldwide (specifically via the Sri Lanka 
Women’s Swimming Project 

b)  Lifeguard Training Project whereby unemployed youths in developing countries were 
trained as lifeguards for employment 

c)  the promotion of drowning research (particularly in the field of suicide by drowning). 
 

It supported projects in Lesotho, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Kenya and Tanzania. The 
majority of these projects were cancelled in 2016 as a consequence of changes to Irish 
charity law and new audit practices intended to prevent fraud in large charities. An 
unintended consequence of these changes was making the provision of small donations 
to lifesaving groups in developing countries non-viable. Audit charges could exceed the 
intended donation sum. The charity is now primarily a respected drowning prevention 
research organisation. 
 
The Ireland Medal 
The medal was introduced in 2004 as a joint publicity project between the Irish Lifesaving 
Foundation (now The Lifesaving Foundation) and The Royal Life Saving Society’s 
Republic of Ireland Branch (RLSS IRELAND) to mark the centenary of RLSS lifesaving 
in Ireland (1904-2004) and the incorporation in 2003 of The Irish Lifesaving Foundation 
as a legally independent charity. The Foundation had originated as an RLSS IRELAND 
overseas aid sub-committee. 
 A joint decision by the RLSS IRELAND Management Committee and Irish 
Lifesaving Foundation Board of Directors was required for the first three medals. After 
RLSS IRELAND withdrew, the remaining medals were awarded by the Foundation 
Board acting alone. 
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The medal had initially been specified as gilded sterling silver (in the style of an 
Olympic Medal), but this did not happen, and the medal was instead stuck in base metal 
and gilded. 

The swimming rescue image shows that it was originally intended as a rescue 
medal, with long exceptional meritorious service as a secondary fall back option. After 
the first medal was awarded to An Garda Síochána (Ireland’s police service), it was 
never again specifically awarded as such although some recipients had long service as 
lifeguards. 

This was due to the identified difficulty of distinguishing between the comparative 
merits of a well-intended reckless act of bravery and that of a calculated safe land based 
rescue. After the third medal, the link with RLSS IRELAND was broken, and the criteria 
was formally changed by the Foundation. It would be awarded annually ‘to an Irish 
person or organization or to a person of Irish descent in recognition of a long exceptional 
contribution to saving lives from drowning’. The medal quickly gained a high status within 
world lifesaving circles due to the quality and prestige of medal recipients. It often 
generates valuable publicity for lifesaving, and frequently draws attention to hidden or 
overlooked aspects of drowning prevention, rescue and aftercare. 
 Although the Ireland Medal was launched in 2004 a decision was taken to award 
the first medal retrospectively (2003) to An Garda Síochána (Ireland’s Police Force). 
This was done to facilitate an early presentation in 2004 of the inaugural medal by then 
Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahearn in Government Buildings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Presentation of the first Ireland Medal to the Garda Commissioner. 
Front: RLSS IRELAND President Declan Harte, Taoiseach (Prime Minister) 

Bertie Ahearn and Garda Commissioner Noel Conroy 
 
The 2004 medal was awarded to Irish born Surgeon Admiral Frank Golden, MD, PhD 
(centre) and due to be presented the following year. However, as he was present at a 
hypothermia seminar in 2004, the opportunity was taken to present his medal, which he 
received from the flag officer of the Irish Naval Service. 
  



Journal No.98 The Life Saving Awards Research Society 
 

35 

The Medal (Type 1 – 2004-13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ireland Medal (Type 1) obverse 
 

Obverse: Image of a swimming rescue between ‘IRELAND’ and ‘MEDAL’. 
‘IRISH LIFESAVING FOUNDATION’ around the top circumference and 
‘RLSS IRELAND’ around the bottom circumference. 

Reverse: The reverse was blank to allow the details of the awardee to be engraved. 
Dimensions: 50mm diameter, 4mm thick. 
Composition: Gilded base metal. 
Naming: Year of award followed by the name of the recipient engraved on the 

reverse The size of the engraved details was dependent on the number of 
letters in a name. 

Designer: Lee Brothers, Dublin, based upon a rescue image copied from a RLSS 
rescue manual. 

Manufacturer: Lee Brothers, Dublin. 
Case: The medal in a black baize interior of a black presentation case, 

(110 x 90 x 30mm). 
 
Note: Eleven medals were originally ordered, ten for presentation and the eleventh 
medal to be retained as a specimen. However, the eleventh medal was presented to an 
awardee due to delays in seeking a sponsor for the ‘new’ medal.  
 
The Medal Parchment 
Because the medal had not become a copy of an Olympic Medal, to add ‘value’ to the 
medal the Foundation Board decided to award a framed calligraphic parchment A2 size 
(594 x 420mm) in addition to the medal.  
 Faces were stamped onto the blank parchment as a reminder that all drowning 
statistics refer to real people. The parchment contained golden images relevant to a 
recipient’s home, career, and their medal citation handwritten in a Book of Kells inspired 
script.  
 The medal parchments contained titles and main post-nominals. However, the 
length of a person’s name could be problematic; such being the case for Professor 
Stephen Langendorfer in 2013, when his post-nominal was omitted on the parchment. 
 Professor Linda Quan was the first person to receive a parchment with her medal. 
At each subsequent medal ceremony, a former medal recipient was also presented with 
their parchment retrospectively.   
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Examples of the Medal Parchment 

 
Ireland Medal Parchment awarded to Professor Langendorfer with the medal in its presentation case 
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Foyle Search and Rescue Parchment. 

The two standing figures refer to a famous statue in their base in Derry/Londonderry. 
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Ireland Medal Citations (the first eleven Ireland Medals) 
 
2003 - An Garda Síochána (Ireland) 

The Garda Síochána (Ireland’s police service) was 
founded in 1922. Few historical records relating to 
swimming rescues by serving officers exist for the 
majority of the 20th century. It appears to have been 
taken for granted by government and public that police 
officers could be called upon to rescue persons from 
drowning, as part of their normal duties, and therefore 
swimming and rescue instruction was part of the recruit 
training programme.  
 Late 20th century research by the Irish Lifesaving 
Foundation has established that, despite the existence 
of numerous water rescue organizations, members of 
An Garda Síochána are often the first responders to 
drowning incidents. Research shows that approximately 
20 police officers enter deep water annually and make 
swimming rescues, often in extremely difficult 
circumstances. The majority of those rescued had 
deliberately entered the water, are young males, and 

have been drinking beforehand. Gardaí usually work in teams and swim in full uniform 
often displaying great courage and commitment. The medal was presented to Garda 
Commissioner Noel Conroy by then Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Bertie Ahearn in 
Government Buildings. 
 
2004 - Surgeon Admiral Frank Golden, MD, PhD (Ireland and United Kingdom) 

Frank Golden was born and educated in Cork City, 
Ireland, receiving his medical doctorate from the 
National University of Ireland (University College Cork) 
in 1960. He joined the Royal Navy as a medical officer 
in the early 1960s, retiring in 1993 with the rank of 
Surgeon Rear Admiral. 
 During his naval career he directed the Royal Navy’s 
survival medical research department and was a 
consultant advisor to the Royal Navy in applied 
physiology. Always willing to include himself in his 
ongoing experimental work (once voluntarily spending a 
week adrift in a life raft on the open sea) he received a 
PhD in 1979 from the University of Leeds for his work on 
the early rewarming of hypothermic casualties. He now 
acts as a consultant advisor in human and applied 
physiology at the University of Portsmouth and is a 

trustee of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) and chairman of its Medical and 
Survival Committee. He has written many articles on hypothermia and survival in water, 
most recently co-authoring the book Essentials of Sea Survival (2002) in conjunction 
with his University of Portsmouth colleague Professor Michael Tipton. The medal was 
presented by the Flag Officer of Ireland’s Naval Service. 
  

Taoiseach Bertie Ahearn 
presenting the 2003 Ireland 

Medal to Garda Commissioner 
Noel Conroy 

Surgeon Admiral Frank Golden, 
MD, PhD 
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2005 - Major General Professor John Pearn, MD, PhD (Australia) 
John Pearn is Professor of Pediatrics and Child Health 
and Deputy Head in the School of Medicine at the 
University of Queensland, based in the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, Brisbane. A former Surgeon General of the 
Australian Defence Force, he commanded the Health 
Service Branches of the Royal Australian Navy, Air 
Force and Army from 1997 to 2000. During his military 
career he saw operational service in Papua New 
Guinea, in the Vietnam War and in post genocide 
Rwanda. Most recently he served as a paediatrician and 
tropical medicine physician in post tsunami Sumatra.  
 He served as National Director of Training for St John 
Ambulance Australia from 1989 to 1999 during which 
time he was Editor in Chief of the training manual 
Australian First Aid. 
 His lifesaving activities go back to the early 1970s. In 
1974 he instituted the Brisbane Drowning Study in a 
ground breaking attempt to address the serious problem 

of toddler drownings in Australia. In addition to studying this problem he actively worked 
for the introduction of safety legislation for home swimming pools. He has published over 
50 articles and book chapters on drowning related topics in international medical and 
resuscitation literature. He was appointed a Technical Lecturer and Examiner with Royal 
Lifesaving Australia in 1976. More recently he served on the World Task Force on the 
Prevention of Drowning for the Amsterdam Drowning Congress and is a member of 
International Life Saving Federation’s Medical Commission and is chairman of its Ethics 
Commission.  
 His medal was presented by Irish Army General O’Sullivan after which he travelled 
to Sligo for a mayoral reception. 
 
2006 - Garda Commissioner Eamonn Doherty (Ireland) 
Eamonn Doherty is a native of Buncrana, Co. Donegal. He joined An Garda Síochána 

in 1943 rising through the ranks to the position of Garda 
Commissioner (chief of Ireland’s police force) in 1987. 
On his retirement from the Gardaí he represented 
Ireland on a European anti-drugs task force for a period 
of six years. He has also chaired an independent 
arbitration panel overseeing the drinks industry’s code of 
practice, adjudicating on complaints from the public. 
 In addition to his many public duties he is patron of The 
Irish Athletic Boxing Association. 

Eamonn’s first connection with lifesaving was 
during his time as President of the Garda Training 
College when he introduced lifesaving to the curriculum 
of all Garda trainees. He was appointed chairperson of 
the Royal Life Saving Society Ireland Region 
(overseeing the activities of the RLSS Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland Branches) in the early 

1980’s, while Assistant Garda Commissioner, and continued in this role on his promotion 
to Deputy Commissioner and Commissioner. He retired from the RLSS when it was 
restructured in the early 1990’s. He facilitated research into Garda rescues enabling the 

Surgeon General Professor John 
Pearn, MD, PhD with the Mayor of 
Sligo during a mayoral reception 

Garda Commissioner 
Eamonn Doherty 
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discovery that serving officers perform over 20 swimming rescues annually. He chairs 
the Irish Marine Gallantry and Meritorious Service Award body. 
 In Irish rescue circles he is best known for his chairing of The Doherty Commission 
which studied Ireland’s Air Sea Rescue Service, producing the Doherty Report which led 
to the transfer of this rescue service from the Irish Air Corp to The Irish Coast Guard. A 
consequence of this was the stationing of rescue helicopters at a number of regional 
airports in place of the previously military centralized rescue service.  
 His medal was presented by the Mayor of Waterford. 
 
2007 - Foyle Search and Rescue (Northern Ireland) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foyle Search and Rescue (FSR) was founded in 1993 in response to the large number 
of persons successfully committing suicide by drowning in the River Foyle, Co. 
Londonderry, Northern Ireland. Since then FSR has helped more than 1,000 persons in 
distress in or near the river. Working with a team of about 40 key volunteers FSR 
provides 24 hour / 7 day pager response coverage of the River Foyle, River Faughan 
and waterways around Strabane. Shore Patrols patrol the river walkways and the two 
bridges over the Foyle between 9pm and 3am, with a fully crewed rescue boat on the 
river, on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. The service has its own permanent base 
in Prehen and is considering buying a small hovercraft to provide fast easy access to 
places difficult to reach with their rescue boat. The Londonderry Sentinal reported in July 
2007: 
 

Foyle Search and Rescue emergency response team volunteers have been called out 
25 times since the beginning of the year and unfortunately, have recovered three 
bodies in the space of the last three months. They have rescued six people from the 
river who would otherwise have drowned and assisted in taking a further six people 
back to safety from the water’s edge. They have also rescued a boat with four people 
on board, which was stranded on rocks off Culmore Point. They have attended a further 
nine incidents which thankfully did not need any further assistance. 

 

The medal was presented by the Mayor of Waterford. 
  

Mayor of Waterford Mary O’Halloran presenting the fifth 
 
Ireland Medal 

to members of Foyle Search and Rescue 
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2008 - The Hon Chief Justice Terence Higgins, AO (Australia) 
The Honourable Terence Higgins, AO has 
been President of the Royal Life Saving 
Society Australia ACT Branch since 1993, 
has served as National President of RLSSA 
(1997-2003), after which he served as 
RLSSA’s International Development 
Liaison Officer until beginning his second 
term as national President in 2009. He has 
been Legal Advisor to RLSSA since 1993. 
 During his first term as National 
President of the Royal Life Saving Society 
Australia he presided over a time of 
unprecedented growth of revenue, which 
increased by over 500%, and saw close to 
one million Australians taking part in 
RLSSA courses annually. He oversaw the 
development of national sponsorship and 
fundraising programmes and implemented 
significant changes to the governance 

structures of RLSSA which ensured that RLSSA was a driving force in the development 
and implementation of the Australian Water Safety Plan 1998-2003. In 2003 he was 
elected as the International Life Saving (ILS) Asia Pacific Regional Development 
Coordinator and interim chair of the ILS Development Aid Commission (2003-04).  
 His medal was presented at the Dublin Fire Brigade Training Centre by Justice 
Murphy representing Ireland’s Chief Justice with the Australian Ambassador present. 
 
2009 - Dublin Fire Brigade (Ireland) 
In addition to providing a 365 day fire, rescue and ambulance service Dublin Fire Brigade 

also has water rescue units based at three 
locations throughout Dublin City. Rescue 
boats are moored on the River Liffey close 
to Tara Street Fire Station and all front line 
fire engines carry two dry suits for use in 
water rescue situations. The Brigade has 70 
fully trained rescue boat crew, 300 Swift 
Water Rescue Technicians and over 1,000 
Swift Water First Responders. All are 
volunteers and do not receive extra salary 
for holding water rescue qualifications. 
 Dublin Fire Brigade responds to 
approximately 145,000 emergency calls 
annually. The crews responding to call-outs 
are fully trained to deal with fire, ambulance 

and water rescue situations. In the ten years since the water rescue units were 
established fire fighters in Dublin have attended to over 2,000 water related incidents 
and over 1,000 persons have been rescued from drowning.  
  

(l-r) H.E. Bruce Davis (Australian Ambassador), 
The Hon Justice Roderick Murphy and  
The Hon Chief Justice Terence Higgins 

(l-r) Edward Duffy, President RLSS IRELAND, 
Dublin Fire Chief Hugh O’Neill receiving the 

Ireland Medal from  
The Hon Justice Roderick Murphy 
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 The medal was presented at the Dublin Fire Brigade Training Centre by Justice 
Murphy representing the Chief Justice in the presence of the President of RLSS 
IRELAND. 
 
2010 - Patricia Wilcox (South Africa) 

Mrs Patricia Wilcox’s intro-
duction to saving lives began in 
1966 with her being awarded 
First Aid and General Nursing 
Certificates by the South African 
Red Cross Society. She 
qualified as a Swimming 
Teacher in 1975, as a Lifesaving 
Instructor in 1989 and as a 
Senior Lifesaving Examiner in 
1990. Following her 
appointment as an examiner she 
began working in Soweto as a 
volunteer teacher and examiner. 
In her own words: 
 
Things were quite volatile in 
Soweto then and travel was not 

always easy, no road signs, they had been removed to confuse the security forces. 
General lighting was provided by high security lights, no regular street lights. One of the 
lifeguards would meet us outside of the hospital and travel with us to the pool. This first 
visit was quite an eye opener for me as I had never been to a ‘township’ before. 
Europeans were still discouraged from going in although permits were no longer needed. 
I encountered shock and fear for my safety by most people who became aware of what 
I was doing. 

 

Over time she became aware that there were full and part-time job opportunities for 
qualified lifeguards in Johannesburg and she began to focus more and more of her 
swimming and lifesaving training towards achieving this goal for her ‘youngsters’. In 1997 
she retired early from school teaching to concentrate on her lifesaving work. Since 1990 
she has trained hundreds of young unemployed swimmers as lifeguards thereby giving 
them a job and a position of status, as lifeguards are considered valuable members of 
the South African community. 
 In addition to her work in Soweto Patricia has served as Lifesaving South Africa’s 
Director of Education and Training and as a member of the Management Board. In these 
roles she worked on the publication of a new Stillwater Nipper Handbook, new Lifesaving 
Manual and new Water Safety Booklet. She is a member of the South African 
Qualifications Authority in the fields of sport, recreation and fitness.  
 The medal was presented by the Lord Mayor of Cork in the presence of Pat’s 
family who live in County Cork. 
 
 
  

John Connolly, Lifesaving Foundation Secretary, 
eighth Ireland Medal recipient Patricia Wilcox (South Africa)  

and Michael O’Connell, Lord Mayor of Cork 
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2011 - Professor Linda Quan, MD (United States of America) 
Professor Linda Quan is a paediatric emergency 
medicine physician at Seattle Children’s Hospital and 
Regional Medical Center and a professor in the University 
of Washington’s Department of Pediatrics (Center for 
Child Health, Behaviour and Development). She has 
been involved in research and the development of 
guidelines at a national and international level in 
paediatric resuscitation, emergency medical services and 
drowning. 
 She has spent a large part of her career conducting 
research into drowning, drowning prevention and 
paediatric resuscitation for which she has received many 
awards. She combines research, outreach and advocacy 
to stop drowning and is a recognized world leader in 
drowning prevention, with a special emphasis on open 
water such as lakes and rivers.  
 Her medal was presented by Surgeon General 
Professor John Pearn, a world famous paediatrician and 
2005 medal recipient. 
 

2012 - John Connolly (Ireland) 
John Connolly is a retired primary school head teacher 
and Honorary Secretary of the Lifesaving Foundation. He 
joined the Royal Life Saving Society in 1973 and was 
appointed Waterford Area Organiser in 1975. He 
founded Waterford Lifeguard Club to provide RLSS 
lifesaving and lifeguard training. The club ceased 
operating in 2005 by which time over 10,000 adults and 
children had been taught to swim and 1,000 senior 
lifesaving awards received. He established Waterford 
Schools Swimming Association (WSSA) in 1977 to 
organise and promote swimming instruction in schools. 
He served as chairperson for 15 years during which time 
the number of schools providing swimming as part of 
their curriculum rose from 1 to 31. The association was 
terminated in 1991 when swimming became part of the 
revised primary school curriculum in Ireland. 
 He established a voluntary week-end beach lifeguard 
service at Dunmore East, Co. Waterford in 1979. A full-

time lifeguard service was provided by the council in 1988 to obtain a Blue Flag at which 
time the voluntary service ended. He founded Bonmahon Lifeguard Club in 1984 to 
provide a voluntary weekend lifeguard service on a surf beach in Co. Waterford. The 
service became full-time in 1990 when an in-shore lifeboat service was added. Over 200 
persons have been rescued from drowning by club lifeguards.  
 He was elected to the RLSS IRELAND Branch Management Committee in 1976 
serving as Branch President (two terms) and Branch Secretary (five terms), retiring from 
the committee in 2005 on his appointment as his school’s head teacher. In 1980 he 
established the Irish Lifeguard School (RLSS) to provide RLSS lifeguard training for 
lifesavers, serving as Director for 15 years, and qualifying over 400 lifeguards. The 

Professor of Paediatrics Linda 
Quan (USA) being presented 

with the ninth Ireland Medal by 
the third medal recipient 

Surgeon General Professor John 
Pearn (Australia) 

Garda Commissioner Martin 
Callinan presenting the tenth 

Ireland Medal to John Connolly 
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school ended in 1998 when changes in the RLSS lifeguard qualification programme 
made the project unviable.  
 In 1999 he established the RLSS IRELAND Overseas Aid Sub-committee as a 
millennium project to provide financial and technical aid to lifesavers in developing 
countries. The Overseas Aid Sub-committee was converted into the Irish Lifesaving 
Foundation and incorporated as a charity in 2003. He attended his first international 
lifesaving conference in 1990 and has regularly contributed to conferences since then 
presenting papers at various World Drowning Prevention Conferences. In 2009 he 
organised the first Lifesaving Foundation Drowning Prevention Conference which has 
continued to grow since then. He has authored a number of drowning prevention 
documents.  
 The medal was presented by Garda Commissioner Martin Callinan.  
 
2013 - Professor Stephen Langendorfer, PhD (United States of America) 

Dr Stephen J. Langendorfer, PhD, is Director of the 
School of Human Movement, Sport, and Leisure 
Studies and Professor, Exercise Science (formerly 
Kinesiology), at Bowling Green State University, Ohio, 
USA. He is a recognized authority in the areas of 
aquatics and lifespan motor development.  
 Stephen is the author of numerous scholarly 
publications in motor development, developmental 
aquatics and measurement and evaluation, including 
co-authoring ‘Aquatic Readiness: Developing Water 
Competence in Young Children’ (1995), Human 
Kinetics. He has presented several hundred scholarly 
papers at international, national, regional, and local 
venues.  
 Since 1987 he has served as a volunteer consultant to 
the American Red Cross (Infant and Preschool Aquatic 

Program 1988, Swimming and Diving 1992 and Water Safety Instructor 1992 for which 
he was awarded the Golden Whale Award from the Commodore Longfellow Society and 
Lifesaving Hall of Fame. Currently he serves as a member of the Red Cross’ Scientific 
Advisory Council (aquatic sub-council) that reviews and provides evidenced-based 
science in support of Red Cross programs. He was selected as the founding editor for 
the International Journal in Aquatic Research and Education (IJARE), a peer-reviewed 
scholarly publication focusing on dissemination of non-competitive aquatic research 
from around the world. His scholarly work and service, especially in aquatics, has been 
recognized nationally and internationally with a number of awards.  
 The medal was presented by Ireland’s Chief of Staff Vice Admiral Mark Mellett. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 

Irish Defence Forces Chief of 
Staff Vice Admiral Mark Mellett 
presenting the eleventh Ireland 

Medal to Professor Stephen 
Langendorfer (USA) 
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THE PEOPLES’ HEROES – Part 2 
 

compiled by the Editorial Team 
 
The People’s Heroes 
The citations for the Peoples’ Heroes are being reproduced in a number of parts in the 
Journal. Citations between the dates 12 November 1893 to 2 February 1896 (Nos 1 
to40)Part 1) have been published as Part 1 in LSARS Journal No.96. 
 
The People, 9 February 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLI (41). PLUCKY RAMSGATE MAN. We here give the portrait of 

William Henry Mynheer, who nobly attempted to save the life of Mrs. Appleton, 
who fell into the sea at Ramsgate. The facts of the case were of a particularly 
distressing character. It appears that the unfortunate woman’s daughter, who 
is keeping company with a young smacksman, had been out on the fatal night 
to see him. Not having returned, and as it was getting late, her mother went 
out to seek her, and, while on the Military-rd., she tripped over a rope and was 
precipitated into the water. His attention being drawn to the sad occurrence, 
Mynheer, without waiting to take off any of his clothes, plunged into the water, 
and succeeded in holding up the woman. With the help of another man she 
was got into a boat, and brought to shore. The shock, however, was too much 
for her, and the poor woman shortly afterwards expired. The plucky Mynheer 
is in humble circumstances, and through his heroic conduct spoilt his clothes 

and watch, a loss he is ill able to bear. Efforts are being made locally to get the Humane Society’s 
medal for the gallant fellow, whose admirable behaviour is deserving of the highest praise. For his 
noble deed of endeavouring to save a fellow-creature, his name is added to the honoured list of 
“The People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 23 February 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLII (42). Yarmouth has reason to be proud that it contains a hero of 

the stamp of Frederick Childs, the Southtown ferryman, whose portrait we 
here give. Childs for many years has had charge of the ferry, and during 
that time has saved the lives of something like 100 children from drowning. 
One of his latest deeds of heroism was the rescue of 2 boys who fell into 
the river near the ferry. The lads were in imminent danger of drowning, 
when Childs pluckily jumped overboard and brought them both to the 
shore. The case was brought before the notice of the Royal Humane 
Society, and Childs was last week presented with a certificate and a purse 
of gold. It falls to the lot of but few people to save 100 lives, and it is with 
great pleasure that we add the name of Frederick Childs to the long and 
honoured list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 

The People, 1 March 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLIII (43). BRAVE SOUTHAMPTON LAD. A gallant action was 

recently performed by a Southampton lad, named “Jimmie” Cox. He was a 
passenger by the Janet Cowan, which was driven on a rock in a storm off the 
coast of Vancouver. For 10 long days the suffering crew remained on the 
rock, exposed to terrible wintry weather. Two were already dead, and the ship 
was rapidly breaking up, when our hero volunteered to swim ashore with a 
line. The shore was 80 yards away, and between it and the ship the icy waters 
raged furiously. Cox, however, nothing daunted, heroically plunged in, 
encouraged by the cheers of the now well-nigh desperate crew. He placed 
the line about his neck and began his adventurous swim. A number of times 
he was heavily dashed against the reef, but the gallant fellow struggled on 
and after a splendid battle with the waves he reached the land. He had had 
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to sacrifice the line, however, in consequence of its having become fast beneath a rock behind 
him, and it was either lose the line or lose his life. His splendid struggle having been in vain, there 
was nothing to do but to follow him with a lifeboat, and this was done and the crew taken safely 
ashore. Altogether 7 lives were lost, 4 from exposure, the captain being amongst the number. 
Undoubtedly all would have perished, had it not been for plucky “Jimmie” Cox, whose name is 
accordingly added to the honoured list of “The ‘People’s’ Heroes.” 
 
The People, 8 March 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLIV (44). A GALLANT SOLDIER. A sad fatal accident recently 

occurred at the Admiralty Pier, Dover. A mason, named Henry Ayers, 
was at work on the turret, when he slipped from the scaffold and fell into 
the sea. A gunner in the R.A., named Proud, pluckily jumped to the man’s 
rescue, and succeeded in partially getting a life-buoy on Ayers. 
Unfortunately the gallant soldier was seized with cramp, which prevented 
him successfully managing the drowning man, but he pluckily retained 
his hold of him, despite the quickly flowing current and the bitter cold 
weather, until help arrived. The 2 men were ultimately brought to the pier 
head, where every effort was made to restore Ayers, but life was 
evidently extinct when he was taken out of the sea. Gunner Proud, who 
is suffering from the effects of his immersion, was taken to the Sailors’ 
Home, where he received every attention. For his courageous attempt to 
save the life of the unfortunate man, we add the gallant gunner’s name 
to the list of “The People’s Heroes.” 

 
The People, 15 March 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLV (45). GALLANT POLICEMAN. Supt. Farmer, of the Tyne River 

Police, should feel proud that he has such a courageous officer under him as 
P.C. Carruthers, whose portrait we here give. A short while ago this gallant 
fellow on successive days was the means of saving the lives of 2 boys. 
Carruthers was on duty at the Mill Dam Police Station one night, when he 
heard cries of “Man overboard.” He ran out to the quay, and saw in the twilight 
the form of a boy struggling in the river, and being rapidly drawn under a jetty. 
Unhesitatingly the gallant fellow, without waiting to divest himself of any of his 
uniform, plunged into the water, which at that place was very foul, and 
succeeded in bringing ashore Robert Smith, aged 8 in an exhausted 
condition. The following day the same plucky officer effected a similar rescue, 
on this occasion saving the life of George Bordes, aged 13. P.C. Carruthers 
has been presented with a medal and certificate by the Royal Humane 
Society, and a silver medal by an American gentleman, who was staying at 

Tynemouth at the time, and was struck with the bravery displayed by the constable. The force is 
fortunate in containing men of the stamp of P.C. Carruthers, whose gallant deed will doubtless be 
remembered by the authorities when an opportunity arises for promotion. As a further mark of 
appreciation of his heroism we now have pleasure in adding P.C. Carruthers to the honoured list 
of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 
The People, 10 May 1896. 

THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLVI (46). The Mayor of Dover this week 
presented Ernest A. Hatton, seaman, with the Royal Humane Society’s gold 
medal, for the most heroic action which had come under the society’s notice 
during the year. Hatton is of smart appearance, 23 years of age, and the act 
for which he was awarded the medal was an extraordinarily plucky one. He 
formed one of the crew of the Donald Currie liner, Dunbar Castle. Whilst she 
was steaming 10 knots an hour off the South African coast, in a fresh wind and 
high sea, a ship’s carpenter named Smith was washed overboard. It was nearly 
dark, and the sea was swarming with sharks, but Hatton unhesitatingly leaped 
to the rescue. The unfortunate man, however, was seized by a shark when 
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Hatton had nearly reached him, and it was with the utmost difficulty that this gallant seaman was 
got aboard again. The mayor spoke in high terms of Hatton’s heroic conduct and the mayoress 
pinned the gold medal on his breast, which was already decorated with the Humane Society’s 
silver medal and a handsome gold one presented him by the passengers and crew of the liner as 
a souvenir pf the stirring event. Our illustration is from a photo by Mr. W.H. Broad, Dover. 
 
The People, 12 July 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLVII (47). We here give a sketch of William Wooller, archery target 

maker, of Barnsbury-terrace, Chiswick, who performed an act of 
conspicuous bravery at Richmond. Two boys, named Matthews, aged 
respectively 9 and 8 years, sons of a carpenter, were throwing pieces of 
wood into the river for 2 dogs to fetch out. The younger boy fell in, and his 
brother, in endeavouring to save him, also became immersed. A boy named 
Arnold at once raised an alarm, and our gallant hero immediately threw off 
his jacket and went to the children’s rescue. Seizing them he placed them 
on his back and told them to hold on to him as best they could, whereupon 
he attempted to swim ashore. The tide was just on the turn, and there was 
a swift ebb running. When 10 yards from land the children by some means 
changed their position and pulled Wooller under in deep water. Coming to 
the surface, he made another attempt to bring his precious burden to the 

towing path, but the children’s struggles caused him to sink a second time, and, becoming 
unconscious, he remembered nothing more until he found himself being attended to on the grass. 
The fact that the brothers were drowned is the sad part of the story, but the redeeming feature of 
the case is the splendid and heroic conduct of Wooller, who for his gallantry has his name added 
to the long list of “’The People’s’ Heroes.” 
 
The People, 19 July 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLVIII (48). We here give a portrait of Joseph Collins, bricklayer’s 

labourer, residing at Grotto-pl., Southwark Bridge-rd., who recently 
performed an act of great heroism. Collins was at one time in the old 70th 
Foot Regiment (now the 2nd East Surrey), and was sent out to India, but 
subsequently invalided home. A short time back Collins was returning from 
visiting a friend, and while passing over Southwark Bridge heard cries of 
distress. He ran down the steps by the side of the bridge and saw a boy of 
6, named R. Buchanan, struggling in the water. Collins rapidly divesting 
himself of his coat, gallantly plunged into the river and succeeded in 
bringing the insensible youth safely to land. The lad was taken to Guy’s 
Hospital by his rescuer, and soon recovered. This is not the first time Collins 
has been the means of saving life. He rescued 2 children a short while ago, 
and also saved an old lady from being burnt to death. For these 

conspicuous acts of gallantry his name is added to the long list of “The People’s” Heroes. 
 
The People, 26 July 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – XLIX (49). A PLUCKY FATHER AND SON. Few deeds of heroism 

and presence of mind surpass that recently performed by a father and son 
named Crooms, at Broadstairs. Three boys aged from 8 to 10, were hemmed 
in by the tide under the cliffs near the Grand Hotel at Broadstairs. Their 
perilous position was discovered by a gentleman, who promptly ran down to 
the boatmen on the pier. With commendable promptitude James Crooms and 
his son, a lad about 17, seized a rope and rushed to the top of the cliff, which 
is about 60 feet from the shore. The sea, which was terribly rough, had 2 hours 
more to flow, and the only means of rescue was to descend the dangerous 
cliff by a rope. Not a moment was to be lost or all 3 must be drowned. 
Unhesitatingly James Crooms, the father, was lowered down, and strapping 
the first boy to his back, was successfully hauled up. Our gallant hero, with his 
hands and arms fearfully cut by the roughness of the cliff, was for a time 
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powerless to get over the fence at the top of the cliff. He, however, managed at last to, and went 
down again successfully bringing up the 2nd boy. The rope had by this time had worn so thin that 
Crooms’ son said he would not allow his father to run the risk of going down again, but in spite of 
the dangerous state of the rope went himself and brought up the 3rd boy. A man named Horton, 
who had endeavoured to swim round, brought up the dog which had first attracted attention to the 
perilous position of the boys by its continuous barking. A loud cheer was given by the immense 
crowd of excited visitors as the last boy was brought up safely, and over £4 was collected in a few 
moments and handed to the men. For this exhibition of British pluck the names of both father and 
son are added to the long list of “The People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 2 August 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – L (50). A PLUCKY P.O. SORTER. The subject of our sketch is Francis 

Robert Brown, a sorter employed at the S.W. District Post Office and residing 
at 44, Meadow-rd., Lambeth, who, on July 14, performed an act of bravery 
which entitles him to a place among the “People’s” heroes. Brown, who is 
only 22, was sitting on a seat at Wimbledon Common when his attention was 
called to 2 boys, named Collier and Semmens, who had got out of their depth 
in Queensmere Pond. Divesting himself of his jacket and trousers, Brown 
heroically jumped into the water. Semmens had already disappeared. Seizing 
Collier, he brought him ashore in a state of unconsciousness, and at once 
adopted measures to bring him to, and successfully. Nothing daunted, he 
then returned to the pond and dived in search of Semmens, but his gallant 
efforts in this direction proved ineffectual, and a quarter of an hour elapsed 
before the body was recovered by another man. All these facts were brought 

out at the inquest on Semmens, which was held by Coroner Hicks, who said that Brown’s gallantry 
was all the more praiseworthy from the fact that he had been very unwell for some days, and had 
gone on to the common to get the fresh air. – The jury, in returning a verdict of accidental death, 
added a rider calling the special attention of the Royal Humane Society to Brown’s action.  Brown 
is a member of the St. Margaret’s (Westminster) Swimming Club, and has won several prizes as 
a swimmer. For his plucky action his name is added to the long list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 
The People, 16August 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LI (51).  PLUCKY DOUBLE RESCUE. A great sensation was created 

on Gorleston beach a short time ago, when W. Adams, a renowned local 
swimmer, rescued 2 persons who were in imminent peril of drowning. Several 
visitors were bathing from the huts on the south beach at Gorleston, among 
them being Mr. W. Rimmington and his son, 20, who were on a visit from 
Norwich. The young fellow was carried out by the ebb tide further than he 
anticipated. After swimming a little while he attempted to touch the bottom, 
when he found he was out of his depth. This so unnerved him that he lost all 
confidence in himself, and he called for help. A young man named Collins, 
who was swimming close to him at the time, promptly struck out to his 
assistance, but the moment he got close enough Rimmington flung his arms 
around Collins’s neck and they sank together. This latter action was witnessed 
by a person, who called to Adams, a bathing-hut proprietor. Adams at once 
perceived the danger the men were in, and without any hesitation plunged into 

the sea with all his clothes on, with the exception of his coat and hat.  He swam out to the drowning 
men, who had sank twice before he arrived, and he then saw that Rimmington had grasped Collins 
round the neck and was holding him under water, and Collins had clasped both his arms round 
Rimmington’s waist. Adams observed his opportunity, and then grasped Rimmington under his 
armpits, and, turning on his back himself, pulled the 2 men on top of him, thus adopting the true 
life-saving method.  With this heavy load he slowly swam towards the shore. Here the excitement 
was very great, and the first to render Mr. Adams assistance was the father of the unfortunate 
swimmer, who was standing up to his neck in water, holding on to the hand of another bather.  
They grasped Adams by the hand, and helped him to pull the helpless men out of the water. When 
the men were landed Collins was unconscious and Rimmington was in a semi-conscious 
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condition, but they soon recovered. Altogether Mr. Adams has been instrumental in saving 39 
lives, a record that in England it would be difficult to get one man to beat. For his many plucky 
actions, we would add this courageous fellow’s name to the long list of “The ‘People’s’ Heroes.” 
 
The People, 23 August 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LII (52). PLUCKY WHARF BOATSWAIN. An act of great gallantry, 

and one that deserves to be brought before the notice of the Royal Humane 
Society, was performed by a wharf boatswain named Joseph Whittock, near 
the Irongate and St. Katherine’s Docks. A sailor, who, by all appearances, 
had drank “not wisely but too well,” came to the wharf-side and endeavoured 
to board the Osprey, then lying alongside. In endeavouring to cross the 
gangway, the man went the wrong side of it, and fell between the quay and 
the vessel, a distance of some 20ft., severely cutting his head in his descent. 
Our hero, who was in a cradle some 70ft., high painting, heard the cry of 
“Man overboard” raised.  He immediately slid down a rope and jumped into 
the water, catching the man as he rose the second time. He placed one arm 
round the drowning man’s waist, and, by seizing his coat collar with his teeth, 
managed to keep him above water until a line was fastened round him.  He 
was then with difficulty pulled into a boat. The rescued man was unconscious, 
and shortly afterwards expired, in spite of medical attention. At the inquest 

on his body, coroner and jury warmly commended Whittock on his gallantry. Our hero has been 
the means of saving many lives, and, for his plucky conduct, the name of Joseph Whittock is added 
to the long list of the “People’s” Heroes’. 
 
The People, 18 October 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LIII (53). A PLUCKY EXONIAN. We here give a portrait of Thomas 

Gregory, of Quay-lane, Exeter, who has been instrumental in saving no fewer than 
20 lives. This plucky fellow has been frequently rewarded, and is the holder of the 
Royal Humane Society’s Certificate and Bronze Medal, as well as a medal given 
by the Exeter Swimming Club. On more than one occasion, he has narrowly 
escaped death himself, while rescuing drowning persons. He was once nearly 
jammed between the quay and a ship, but pluckily effected the rescue of a sailor.  
For his conspicuous gallantry we add the name of Thomas Gregory to the 
honoured list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 

The People, 25 October 1896. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LIV (54). A SPLENDID RECORD. “I’ve made 73 attempts to rescue 

drowning people, and I’ve saved 71 of them.” So said Henry Sayer, a wood-
cutter, of Andrews-road, Hackney, whose portrait we here give. There is no 
conceit about this hero, though, and he speaks of this splendid record of saving 
human lives as another man might speak of rescuing flies from a bowl of milk.  
He was 16 when he performed his first act of heroism. A father was teaching 
his son to swim in the Ornamental Water at Victoria Park. The man was a poor 
swimmer himself, and, getting out of his depth, was soon in dire distress. Sayer 
with great difficulty brought them both safely to land. In 69 other cases he has 
been successful, and has frequently been rewarded by the Royal Humane 
Society.  Our hero is a member of the St. John’s Ambulance Society, the bronze 
medal of which he wears, with many others which cover his manly breast.  

Sayer is a candidate for a position of trust under the Bethnal Green Vestry, and it is to be hoped 
he will be successful. His name is now added to the long list of the “People’s” heroes. 
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The People, 7 March 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LV (55). ISLE OF WIGHT HERO. Here is a portrait of Mr. William 

Cotton, familiarly styled “Rufus,” the plucky coxswain of the Catherine Swift 
lifeboat, stationed at Atherfield Ledge, Isle of Wight. Cotton was born just 48 
years ago, and first took an oar in the lifeboat when only 16 years old. How 
many lives he and his gallant men have been instrumental in saving it would 
be impossible to say, but he has been to over 30 distressed vessels. For the 
last 7 years he has acted as coxswain of the Catherine Swift. That his services 
have been recognised is only natural, and at times Mr. Cotton must have felt 
a proud man. When governor of the island, the late Prince Henry of 
Battenberg personally congratulated our hero, while the German Emperor 
presented him with a gold watch. Other royalties have had a good word to say 
to Cotton, who is as modest as he is brave. The Lifeboat Institution awarded 
him its silver medal and bar. We trust Mr. Cotton may long be spared to 

continue his excellent work, and for his plucky deeds we add his name to the long list of the 
“People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 21 March 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LVI (56). GALLANT CONSTABLE. We here give a sketch of P.C. 

Harry Leighton, A148, who performed a gallant act last week. He had been 
dismissed from duty at King-st. police station, Westminster, and was going 
home across Westminster Bridge when his attention was drawn to a woman 
who had thrown herself into the river from the parapet of the bridge. A strong 
ebb tide was running at the time. The plucky constable rushed to the steps, 
left his helmet and cape there, and jumped in just as the woman was 
disappearing for the second time. He succeeded with difficulty in bringing the 
semi-conscious woman to the steps. She was then conveyed to St. Thomas’s 
Hospital, where on her recovery she gave the name of Mabel Teal, 20, stating 
that it was the second time she had attempted to drown herself. Our hero is a 
young man, and has served three years in the Metropolitan force. For his 
courageous conduct on this occasion, we add his name to the long list of the 
“People’s” heroes. 

 
The People, 28 March 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LVII (57). A PLUCKY BOY. We here give a sketch of Frank Slade, 

the 8-year-old son of Sergt.-maj. Slade, who performed an act of gallantry 
remarkable in one so young. The plucky little fellow jumped off the pier at 
Felixtowe (sic) to save a boy 4 years older than himself, who was drowning, 
and supported him until a passer-by entered the water and brought the other 
boy to shore, while our youthful hero swam in unaided. For his gallantry Frank 
has received the parchment certificate of the Royal Humane Society, and also 
a medal from the officer commanding the Royal Engineers at Landguard Fort, 
Felixstowe. Such heroism in one so young is deserving of the highest praise, 
and for his pluck we add the name of Frank Slade to the honoured list of the 
People’s Heroes. 

 
The People, 4 April 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LVIII (58). A PLUCKY YOUTH. The subject of our 
sketch is Charles John Woods, who was instrumental in saving the life of a 
man who had attempted to commit suicide by throwing himself into the Thames 
from the Victoria Embankment near the Temple. On observing the man in the 
water, he immediately divested himself of his coat and boots and plunged into 
the water. At considerable personal risk he was able to bring the man to the 
steps, the latter being in an exhausted condition. He was then taken to St. 
Bartholemew’s Hospital, where he was detained. Our hero, who is 20, is the 
son of Mr. J. Woods of Wandsworth-rd., and teacher at the New-rd. Board 
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School, Wandsworth. His 3 sons have learnt swimming at the above schools, and hold medals for 
proficiency in the art. The plucky salvor is employed in the telegraph depot of the G.P.O. A 
gentleman who was passing and witnessed the timely aid rendered, presented the youth with a 
sovereign in recognition of the valour displayed. For his plucky action we add the name of Charles 
Wood to the honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 11 April 1897. 
SAVED BY A “PEOPLE’S HERO.” At the Mansion House William Day, 66, copper plate printer 
was charged before Ald. Sir D. Evans with attempting to commit suicide. On March 31 prisoner  
jumped from Temple Pier into the Thames. A telegraph messenger, named Wood, who was 
passing, undressed and jumped from the embankment into the river after him. Prisoner was 
eventually rescued and brought ashore in an unconscious state, and artificial respiration had to be 
resorted to. He was taken to a hospital where he had been detained for several days. His wife 
informed the court that he had become depressed through worry and trouble, and Sir D. Evans 
discharged him with an admonition. Full details of Woods plucky action appeared last week, under 
the title of “The People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 2 May 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LIX (59). A PLUCKY FIREMAN. Londoners in general and the 

Metropolitan Fire Brigade in particular must be proud of Fireman Arthur Whaley, 
No. 643, who figured so prominently and heroically in connection with the terrible 
fire which occurred this week at 166, Caledonian –rd., N. The disastrous outbreak, 
through which 3 young girls were burnt to death, has elsewhere been referred to, 
but the plucky conduct of Whaley deserves special mention. Our hero, who, 
previous to becoming a fireman, was a sailor, was one of the first to arrive at the 
burning house. He made an ineffectual attempt to get in at the front of the building 
by means of a fire escape, but found that impossible owing to the severity of the 
flames, which caused him to beat a hasty retreat. This, however, did not daunt 
the plucky fellow, who, hearing that there were several persons at the top of the 

burning building who must if not speedily rescued, perish in the flames, made a second attempt. 
He managed with great difficulty to reach the front room on the 2nd floor. In the meantime the fire 
had travelled up the staircase and entered the room cutting off all exit in that direction. Again 
Whaley was forced back to the escape, and the heat was so great that he had to jump from the 
machine into a hammock. He next pitched the escape against the adjoining house and got on the 
roof, and succeeded in lifting the trap hatch. Here he heard voices shouting for assistance from 
the back room of the second floor, but was unable to get to the imperilled owing to fire and dense 
smoke.  The plucky fellow then lowered himself to the window sash, and got into the room. Here 
he found two boys trembling and terrified. At that moment the door was burst open by Supt. McCall, 
and the 2 officers rescued the boys. An account of the other rescues will be found on another 
page. For plucky conduct and heroism we add the name of Fireman Whaley to the honoured list 
of “The People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 16 May 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LX (60). A PLUCKY FRENCHMAN. As a nation we can afford to be 

generous, even in the matter of heroes. It is with pleasure, therefore, that we 
include among “The People’s Heroes” the name of Piquet, the plumber who 
saved at least a score of lives from the terrible fire which recently occurred in 
the Rue Jean-Goujon, Paris. This noble son of France, while the conflagration 
was raging dashed in and out among the flames, always returning with a 
woman or a child in his arms. Each time that he entered people despaired of 
seeing him return, but still he came back. His face was enveloped in wet linen, 
and he started again. A gentleman put his overcoat round him, and once more 
he threw himself into the flames. Finally as the fire had diminished, he drew 
out of a heap of debris a human form enveloped in a dress which was burning, 
and this time it was a corpse that he brought back. As he laid it on the ground 
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a carbonised foot remained in his hand. It was then that Piquet determined on leaving. “My heart 
failed me,” he says, in a tone of self-reproach. 

OUR HERO’S MODESTY. 
When he could do no more, he quietly proceeded to the workshop where he is employed, although 
his face and his hands had been badly burned and his hair was scorched. When plied with 
questions about his strange appearance by his comrades, he gave evasive answers, as if he had 
got into some scrape, and it was only when his master insisted on knowing what had happened 
that he blurted out, “Well, then, I come from Rue Jean-Goujon, where I have helped to pull a few 
poor people out of the fire.” Then the brave man, overwhelmed with emotion at the scenes which 
he had witnesses, burst into a paroxysm of weeping. Our hero is to be presented with the Cross 
of the Legion of Honour, and never will a reward have been better deserved. All praise to brave 
Piquet, whose name we add to the honoured list of “’The People’s’ Heroes.” 
 
The People, 23 May 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXI (61). PLUCKY BLUECOAT BOY. We here give a portrait of 

Robert Denman, a Bluecoat Boy, who pluckily rescued a little girl of 11, who, 
while fishing on Southend pierhead, slipped through the chain guards and fell 
into the sea. Her brother, who was standing near, immediately jumped in to 
rescue her, but it was soon obvious that he was not a good swimmer, and 
before he could reach his sister he was quite exhausted. Without a moment’s 
hesitation, Robert Denman leaped into the water, and succeeded in getting to 
the little girl, whom he kept above water. He tried hard to make a landing, but 
there are some strong currents just at this spot, which prevented his doing so. 
Just as the plucky fellow was completely exhausted, Prof. Reddish, the long 
distance swimmer, who is superintending the diving operations at the pier 
extension works, arrived, and jumping into the sea, rescued the trio. For 
Denman’s plucky conduct we add his name to the honoured list of the 
“People’s Heroes.” 

 
The People, 30 May 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXII (62). A BRAVE BOY. We here give a portrait of a plucky little 

fellow, Leonard Roles, 14, of Keppoch-st., Roath, who rescued a lad named 
Hoston from drowning in Roath Basin. The 2 boys were walking near the edge 
of the basin, when up came a boisterous Dutchman, who, swinging his arms 
around, came in violent contact with Leonard. The boy, to save himself from 
a fall, clutched at Hoston, who, overbalancing, fell headlong into the basin. 
Seeing his companion struggling in the water, and knowing he could not swim, 
Leonard did not hesitate long. Without even calling for help or divesting 
himself of a particle of clothing, he took the leap, and being a dexterous young 
swimmer was soon at Hoston’s side. He grasped the drowning boy by the 
collar, but was compelled to let go, and the youth sank the second time. 
Leonard dived after him, and this time, having secured a firm grip of the back 
of the coat, brought him triumphantly to the surface. The boy shouted for help, 

and the cries attracted the attention of some coal-trimmers in one of the vessels of the basin, but 
before they arrived Leonard espied the Dutchman on the dockside looking calmly on. There was 
a punt close to the basin steps, and Leonard cried to him.  “Please give that punt a shove so that 
we can get into it,” but the Dutchman, the cause of the accident, callously answered, “No, you stay 
there: or come out the same way as you came in.” Happily just as Leonard was on the point of 
collapse, owing to the weight of his burden, the coal-trimmers arrived on the scene and “shoved” 
the punt forward. Into this the boys got, and Leonard then brought the punt to shore. He is not the 
first of the family to perform such an act of heroism, for one of his cousins, Mr. Alfred Wivers, of 
Bath, when in his 14th year, saved a life in the Roman Baths in that city, and was awarded a silver 
medal by the Royal Humane Society. For his plucky action, we add the name of Leonard Roles to 
the honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
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The People, 11 July 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXIII (63). A PLUCKY YOUTH. The Royal Humane Society has 

granted a testimonial to Edward James Endacott, 20, of Sewat-ter., Paignton, 
for his gallantry there, when he pluckily saved the life of a boy named R. 
Ashplant, who fell into the harbour when the water was 10ft., deep. Endacott, 
who was 100 yards away at the time, ran to the place, and, plunging in fully 
clothed, supported the lad  in the water till they were picked up. For his plucky 
action we add the name of Edward James Endacott to the honoured list of the 
“People’s Heroes.” 
 

 
The People, 25 July 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXIV (64). A LOYAL SOLDIER. We here give a portrait of a loyal and 

plucky soldier, Pte. Cullen, of the Royal Irish Regiment. On Jubilee Day a 
disloyal demonstration was held at Limerick and a black flag hoisted on an 
island in the centre of the River Shannon. The Shannon is most dangerous 
at this point, and as the boat owners, intimidated by a strong party of 
disloyalists, would not allow their boats being utilised, its removal had to be 
accomplished at the risk of human life. Large sums  had been offered without 
avail, and it was only when it appeared likely the offensive emblem would float 
untouched through the national day of rejoicing that our hero came to the 
rescue. Lowering himself by a rope from the barracks, which overhang the 
river, he plunged in, and struck out for the rock. Crowds congregated  on the 
opposite bank, and some at least – for there are many in Limerick too loyal 
and too sensible to be the playthings of vindictive agitators – watched his 

progress through the fierce current in mental trepidation. Pte. Cullen reached the rock, tore up the 
pole and flag, and not daring to return in the teeth of the stream, swam with his capture to the 
bank. It was only after a long and hard struggle that the plucky fellow was able to make land, where 
a strong body of police met and escorted him back to the barracks. Had it not been for the police 
serious if not fatal, injury would have been done him, as a great crowd of women were prepared 
to stone him as he approached. His loyalty has not been allowed  to go unrewarded. The “Globe” 
newspaper drew attention to his heroism, and quickly £50 was subscribed, in addition to that 
forwarded direct to the commanding officer. For his loyalty and pluck we add the name of Pte. 
Cullen to the long and honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 1 August 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXV (65). The additions to the long roll of “People’s heroes are made 

very steadily week by week, for every week brings its act of heroism on the 
part of some subject of her Majesty – heroism by water, fire, earth or air. Alfred 
Owen of 12, Stalham-st., Rotherhithe, is the latest name inscribed upon the 
glorious roll of men who have imperilled their lives to save the lives of others. 
Owen is guardian of a hop warehouse in Park-st., and time after time he has 
risked his life. Two who were almost victims of the deadly waters of the Surrey 
Canal were saved by him, and at Cherry Gardens Pier on the Thames another 
life was saved through his exertions. On Tuesday last, at 4.15 p.m., a lad of 
about 8 fell into the water at Southwark Bridge, and Owen plunged into the 
stream just as he was, apron and all. After a terrible struggle he caught hold 
of the child and swam safely ashore with his burden, arriving so exhausted 
that he was knocked up for 2 days afterwards. It is these quiet, unostentatious 

acts of gallantry that cause to shine so brightly the names of those whose portraits appear in the 
gallery of heroes of the “People.” 
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The People, 29 August 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXVI (66). A PLUCKY POSTMAN. We here give a portrait of William 

George Searle, a postman, who recently performed a heroic deed, for which his 
name is added to the honoured list of “The People’s“ heroes. A child at Egham 
fell down a disused well some 18ft. deep. Hearing its cries, our hero 
unhesitatingly  descended, and with great difficulty succeeded in bringing the 
little one safe to the surface, to the intense relief of the anxious mother and many 
onlookers. Fortunately the child was in no way injured by the fall and immersion, 
which would doubtless have proved fatal had it not been for the plucky action of 
our hero. 
 
 

The People, 12 September 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXVII (67). A PLUCKY WOMAN. We here give a portrait of Mrs. 

Susannah Shipway, who performed an act of great heroism at a fire which 
occurred at Newcombe-st., Borough, last week. Another occupant of the house, 
while doing some washing, opened the copper fire door, and, forgetting to shut 
it, went to take some clothes out of the copper. The flames from the fire caught 
her apron, and in a moment the unfortunate woman was one mass of flames. 
Her cries for help were heard  by Mrs. Shipway, who was upstairs at the time. 
Unhesitatingly she dashed downstairs, seized mats and rugs, and wrapped 
them round the burning woman, who was so dreadfully burned that she had to 
be removed at once to the hospital. Here she soon afterwards expired, and at 
the inquest the plucky action of Mrs. Shipway was commended by both coroner 
and jury. For her courageous conduct and presence of mind we add the name 
of Mrs. Susannah Shipway to the honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 

The People, 19 September 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXVIII (68). PLUCKY DEVONIAN. Devonshire has never lacked 

heroes, men who have not hesitated  to risk their own lives for the good or 
safety of their fellows. Happy, indeed is the county which can claim amongst 
her sons  such men as Sir Francis Drake or Sir Walter Raleigh. That heroes 
still exist in the famous western shire was recently clearly demonstrated  when 
Mr. W.E. Raymont, of Brixham, performed an act of great gallantry at 
Dartmouth. In getting out of a boat on the evening of the regatta a young lady 
slipped and fell into the water. Realising that she must drown if not speedily 
rescued, Mr. Raymont gallantly rushed into the water, and managed with 
some difficulty, to save the drowning girl. For his prompt and plucky conduct 
we add the name of Mr. W.E. Raymont to the honoured list of “The People’s” 
heroes. 
 

 
The People, 26 September 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXIX (69). A PLUCKY FELLOW. We here give a portrait of Mr. Arthur 

Blew, who recently performed an act of great heroism at Shanklin, I. of W. It 
seems that 4 lady visitors were bathing. At the time there was a heavy sea and 
strong tide running, and although fair swimmers, the ladies were soon in difficulty 
and were eventually beaten with some force against the breakwater. An alarm 
being given, Mr. A. Blew took to the water, and succeeded in getting Miss 
Madeline and Miss Mabel Hovenden to the shore. He again swam out for the 
others, who were seen in close proximity to each other, but the heavy sea 
separated them. One was able to get to the shore, but Miss Beatrice Hoven could 
not be seen. Mr. Blew dived for her, but without success. A second attempt, 
however, was fortunately successful.  Miss Beatrice was safely got ashore, 

completely exhausted, and was at once attended by a medical man. This is not the only occasion 
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on which Mr. Blew has saved life. For his pluck we add his name to the long and honoured list of 
the People’s Heroes. 
 
The People, 10 October 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXIX (69)1. A PLUCKY TEACHER. We here give a portrait of Mr. H. 

Southon, a Board School teacher, who recently performed  an act of great 
heroism at a level crossing on the South-Eastern Railway at Ash Church. An 
elderly man, with a deafness, which prevented him from hearing an approaching 
train from Guildford, was almost under the wheels when our hero, at great risk, 
jumped and pulled the old man away from the danger, of which he was quite 
unconscious. But himself, not noticing an approaching train on the other line, 
both he and the man whom he had saved were again within an ace of 
destruction. For a second time his presence of mind stood him in good stead, 
and, although standing as they were in the six-foot way, both were in a 
predicament which might well try the nerves of the stoutest heart. For his plucky 

action and presence of mind, we add the name of Harry Southon to the honoured list of the 
“People’s” Heroes. 
 
The People, 31 October 1897. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXX (70). PLUCKY GREENGROCER. We here give a portrait of Mr. 

George Penticoast, greengrocer, of Brighton, who recently showed 
praiseworthy energy and promptitude at a fire  which occurred at a fried fish 
shop, at 74 Southover-st., Brighton. Our hero heard a shout of “Fire!” and 
rushed to No. 74. Here he found a constable who refused to open the door lest 
he should cause a draught. However, when the constable went away to give 
alarm at the adjacent fire station, Penticoast opened the door and saw that the 
counter of the shop was in flames, and that gas was escaping and burning. No 
one was in the shop, but on entering the back yard the plucky fellow found a 
youth named Juden sitting on a fence with his clothes blazing. He pulled him 
down and put the flames out. As he was carrying him into the street Juden’s 
clothes again burst into flame, but our hero again extinguished them. In the 
street he left Juden to the care of some neighbours, and running up to the fire 
station, got out the hose, fixed it to the hydrant, and started pouring water into 

the burning shop. Unfortunately Juden died from the severe burns he had received, his clothes 
having the appearance of having been saturated with fat. But this in no way detracts from the 
heroism of Mr. Penticoast, whose name we now add to the honoured list of “The People’s” heroes. 
 
The People, 9 January 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXI (71). A GALLANT RESCUE BY A LOWESTOFT SKIPPER. We 

give herewith a portrait of Capt. Walter Jackson, of the Lowestoft steam 
trawler Scotia, whose bravery in the North Sea in the terrible gale of Nov. 28 
and 29 fairly entitled him to a place among our “People’s Heroes.” During 
the height of the gale, the Scheveningen fishing vessel Viour Roxania, met 
with such tremendous seas that she was clean swept, and sprang a leak. At 
length, completely exhausted, the crew ceased pumping, when the Scotia 
hove in sight, and Capt. Jackson ran his vessel alongside the sinking 
Dutchman, when ropes were hove aboard, and the ship’s boy safely drawn 
aboard.  Then the ropes broke, and the vessels drifted apart. Not to be 
beaten, the captain again ran his vessel as near as he dare – so near that 
two of the Dutchmen made a dash for life, and were saved. The captain 
again steered his vessel alongside the Viour Roxania, when a sea took the 
Scotia and drove her momentarily into the Dutch vessel, quite long enough 

to damage the former vessel, but it gave time for 2 more of the Dutchmen, who were least chilled 

 
1 This citation is also numbered in error as LXIX (69).  
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by the inclemency of the weather, to make a rush for the Scotia, and one succeeded in gaining 
her friendly deck, while the other perished before the eyes of all by falling between the 2 vessels, 
into an inferno of seething water. Still 3 men remained on the Viour Roxania, but the hail and sleet 
fell with such fury that the Scotia lost her, and, although she cruised around for a long time, the 
Dutchmen and their vessel were seen no more. The Scotia made her way safely to Lowestoft, 
while the wreck of the Viour Roxania drifted ashore on the coast of Holland, not far from its port, 
and one of the 3 men was still alive, and was saved; and the captain was picked up by a vessel to 
which he swam, thus 6 of the 9 lives were saved after all. 
 
The People, 16 January 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXII (72). PLUCKY RAILWAY EMPLOYEE. We here give a portrait 

of John Fallis, who recently rescued a brush finisher, who attempted to commit 
suicide in the River Lea at Tottenham. Our hero, who was in a boat with his 
father and brother, heard a splash and people shouting. He turned the boat 
round and held out the blade of the oar to a man in the water. The man pushed 
it away and sank. When he came to the surface again, Fallis caught him by his 
coat collar, but the man pulled him into the water, where they struggled together. 
Fallis eventually succeeded in rescuing him, and for his plucky conduct we add 
his name to the honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
 
 
 
 

The People, 6 February 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXIII (73). A PLUCKY WORKMAN. We here give a portrait of 

George Knight, who recently performed an act of great heroism at Portsmouth, 
when he rescued a fellow worker named Alfred Corbin. It appears that both 
men were at work in the Burgoyne-rd, sewer when Corbin was suddenly 
overcome by the foul gas. Knight who was at the foot of a manhole, some 30 
yards distant, saw him fall, and immediately went to his assistance. With great 
difficulty our hero succeeded in getting his unconscious burden to the top of 
the manhole, thus saving him from being suffocated by sewage matter. For his 
conspicuous gallantry we add the name of George Knight to the honoured list 
of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
 

The People, 13 March 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXIV (74). TWO BRAVE POLICEMEN.  It will be a long time before 

the inhabitants of Judd-st., and adjacent neighbourhood 
will forget the bravery of Sergt. Bryant and P.C. Rowe at a 
rather serious fire that took place in a stationer’s in the 
aforementioned street. The sergeant was the first to 
discover the outbreak. After blowing his whistle for 
assistance he at once pushed his way into the house, and 
amidst blinding clouds of smoke, forced his way upstairs, 
and succeeded in rousing several of the inmates. Whilst 
engaged in this praiseworthy occupation P.C. Rowe 
arrived on the scene, and hearing from the excited crowd 
outside that a baby was left alone on the top floor, fought his way upstairs 

through a small hatch. Bryant who had then finished in clearing the lower part of the house, 
attempted to follow Rowe, but found the fire had taken too firm a hold of the upper staircase for 
him to be able to follow, and to save his own life had to leap down the lower flight of stairs, which 
had now commenced to burn fiercely. Rowe meanwhile found the supposed baby to be an old 
man of 64, who struggled in a semi-conscious state with the gallant young constable who 
attempted to get him through the window on to the roof. Bryant, meanwhile full of fears as to the 
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fate of his companion, went through the next house and gained its summit, just in time to see 
Rowe climbing  over the roof of the burning house, his face and hands streaming with blood.  The 
old man was eventually saved by the opportune arrival of the fire escape. Sir John Bridge last 
week, on behalf of the Commissioner of Police, presented the two brave officers with cheques - 
£5 being awarded to Sergt. Bryant and £10 to P.C. Rowe. Sergt. Bryant is a well-known officer of 
the force, his age is 33, and he has served  15 years both in the City and metropolitan police.  P.C. 
Rowe is only 25, he has served in the Navy, and only twelve month ago received an award for an 
almost similar brave deed. We have the greatest pleasure in enrolling our two courageous 
policemen in our roll of “People’s’ Heroes.” 
 
The People, 20 March 1898. 
HEROIC POLICEMEN. To the editor of “The People” Sir, - On behalf of P.C. Rowe and myself I 
write to thank you for the honour you have accorded us by enrolling us in your “roll” of “People’s 
Heroes.” We feel that we only did our duty, but trust that the honour shown us will act as an 
incentive to others to do that which is the first duty of a policeman, viz., “the protection of life.” - 
Again thanking you, I am yours, &c.,  C. Bryant, Sergt.  Police Station, Hunter-street, W.C., March 
14, 1898. 
 
The People, 17 April 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXV (75). A PLUCKY PORTER. We have frequently recorded 

instances of great bravery in saving life from drowning, but the case which we 
here give shows that gallantry is not confined to rescuing people from a watery 
grave. The action of Porter R. Ford at Teynham Station on the L.C. and D. 
Rly2., fully entitles him to a place among the “People’s Heroes.” A down train 
was standing in the station, when Mr. Kingsnorth, of Connaught-rd., 
Sittingbourne, with a child in his arms, and his wife, were approaching it to 
return home. In their hurry they mistook the down for the up train, and owing 
to passengers for the latter shading the edge of the platform, all 3 went 
headlong on to the metals. An alarm was raised, and Ford, who was on duty, 
jumped on to the line as the up train was fast approaching the station, and 
with extraordinary coolness and courage fairly lifted, first the woman, then the 
child and man, on to the platform. Our hero barely had time to regain the 

platform, the engine being close the moment he had cleared. The 3 passengers were placed in a 
carriage, and sent to their destination by the same train that so nearly cost them their lives. Ford 
(who has been at Teynham Station for 22 years) came in for a round of congratulations and praises 
from the passengers and others who had witnessed the occurrence, all being unanimous that he 
had displayed extraordinary tact and pluck in averting what might have been a serious calamity.  
For his conspicuous gallantry we add the name of Richard Ford to the honoured list of the 
“People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 21 August 1898. 
A PEOPLE’S HERO REWARDED.  The L.C. and D.R., in addition to allowing a substantial reward, 
have promoted or “People’s Hero No. 75” – Porter R. Ford – to the charge of the cloak-room at 
Margate. Ford entered on his new duties this week, carrying away with him the best wishes of all 
who knew him during the nearly 23 years he was at Teynham Station. 
  

 
2 London, Chatham and Dover Railway 



The Life Saving Awards Research Society Journal No.97 
 

58 

The People, 24 April 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXVI (76). We here give a portrait of Mr. Albert Biggs, of Well-st., 

Camberwell, who has on many occasions at great personal risk succeeded in 
rescuing drowning persons. Our hero is son of a master lighterman, and 
although only 21 has been instrumental in saving during the last five years  no 
fewer than 28 lives. During Diamond Jubilee week he rescued 5 boys who 
had fallen in the Surrey Canal. In every instance the plucky fellow has been 
fully dressed, but he has unhesitatingly plunged into the water, saved, and 
resuscitated the drowning person. For his conspicuous gallantry we add the 
name of Albert Biggs to the honoured list of “The People’s” heroes. 
 
 
 
 

The People, 22 May 1898. 
BRITISH HEROES.  PLUCKY LIGHTERMAN. Another testimonial is awarded to Albert Briggs 
(sic), 21, lighterman, of Wells-st., Camberwell, for an act of bravery on April 14 in the Grand Surrey 
Canal, when 30ft., from the bank, and in 7ft., depth of water, he saved a boy who had fallen in. 
 
The People, 1 May 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXVII (77). YOUTH’S GALLANT RESCUE. We here give a portrait 

of Frederick Johnson, aged 18, who recently performed an act of great 
gallantry, rescuing a servant who attempted to commit suicide in the Thames. 
The girl, who turned out to be Phoebe Black, 28, living at Maidstone, was 
charged at Bow-st., before Sir J. Vaughan, with attempting to commit suicide. 
– Fred Johnson, our hero, who lives at Sumner-st., Southwark, stated that he 
saw prisoner on Hungerford Bridge leaning over the railings. He walked on, 
but happening to look back, saw prisoner had disappeared. On looking over 
the bridge he saw her in the water, and he ran down to Whitehall Steps and 
jumped into the river. He grasped the woman, who was quite insensible, and 
succeeded in dragging her to the shore, the tide being low at the time. He 
called a constable, and prisoner, who was still unconscious, was taken to 

hospital. – The unfortunate girl said she jumped into the water because her head was bad, and 
she did not know what to do. – As she promised to make no further attempt on her life, Sir J. 
Vaughan discharged her. He remarked that our hero had acted very well indeed, and awarded 
him 5s, from the poor-box.  or his plucky behaviour we add the name of Frederick Johnson to the 
honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 29 May 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXVIII (78). PLUCKY RESCUE.  We here give a portrait of Frederick 

Brown, of 290 Liverpool-rd., Islington, who recently performed an act of great 
gallantry. While near Carlton Bridge, Harrow-rd., he heard screams, and 
running to the side of the canal discovered that a little boy of 8 had fallen into 
the water, at that place about 12ft., deep. The plucky fellow at once plunged 
in and brought the child in safety to the bank. For his heroism we add the 
name of Frederick Brown to the honoured list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
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The People, 10 July 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXIX (79). A PLUCKY LAD. We here give a portrait of Arnold 

Goldsworthy, a lad of 14, who recently  performed an act of great heroism at 
Aberystwyth. A boy of 7 was with his father on the Pier, and whilst playing on 
the seat the little fellow slipped through the rail into the water below. The fall 
was tremendous, and those who witnessed the incident were terrified for the 
safety of the child. The incident was seen by young Goldsworthy, who sprang 
over the Promenade railings on to the beach below, a height of 20ft., dashed 
into the water and brought the drowning boy to land. Neither were the worse for 
their ducking, but great credit is due to the bravery and promptness of 
Goldsworthy. The rescuer was the hero of the day, and many ladies and 
gentlemen paid special visits to the Pier Booking Office in order to congratulate 
the brave youngster. For his pluck we add the name of Arnold Goldsworthy to 
the honoured list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 
 
 
 
 

The People, 7 August 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXX (80). ANOTHER PLUCKY BOY. An instance of the pluck and 

perseverance which characterises the British boy was afforded at 
Chippenham last week. By the side of an arm of the Wilts and Berks canal, 
there William Hatherell, aged 5, his sisters and some other children were 
playing, when little Hatherell fell in the water. His playmates ran away to raise 
an alarm, and Ambrose Neate, aged 12, hearing of the accident hurried to the 
spot. Pulling off his clothes he jumped into the canal where he saw Hatherell’s 
hat floating. A number of weeds were growing at the spot, and these hindered 
the brave boy’s search. For a quarter of an hour Neate used every effort to 
discover the missing boy, but without success. At last, however, he found 
Hatherell and brought him to the bank. Neate’s gallant efforts to save the child 
were futile, for Hatherell was dead. At the inquest the jury highly commended 

the plucky action of Neate, remarking that it was not every little boy who would have had the pluck 
to act in the manner he did. When Mr. J.H. Buckle, hon. Sec. of the Chippenham Swimming Club 
heard of the case he started a subscription for the “Little Hero,” who, we are sorry to say has been 
very unwell since his gallant act. 
 
The People, 21 August 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXI (81). A PLUCKY LAD. We here give a portrait of little Walter 

Myatt, aged 13, who can boast of having  saved no fewer than 5 lives during 
his short career. He lives in Camberwell, hard by the Grand Surrey Canal, 
and rescued when only 10 years old 2 little girls, bringing them both after 
considerable exertions safely to the bank. Between this and his latest gallant 
rescue he saved the lives of 2 little boys. Last week our hero rescued a lad 
named Burges, who got into difficulties while bathing. Myatt has just received 
a second Royal Humane Society’s certificate. For his gallantry we add the 
name of Walter Myatt to the honoured list of the People’s Heroes. 
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The People, 1 January 1899. 
A PEOPLE’S HERO SAVES ANOTHER LIFE.3 PLUCKY BOY’S WORLD’S RECORD. Walter 

Myatt, 13, a People’s hero, and the holder of 2 Royal Humane Society’s 
certificates, has distinguished himself by saving his ninth life from the Surrey 
Canal at Camberwell. The lad has shown an amount of pluck and courage 
rarely found in one of his age. A boy named Alexander Barnes was playing 
upon a barge and slipped into the canal, which is about 8ft. deep at the spot.  
His playmate, noticing the peril Barnes was in, ran to Myatt’s house, 3, Canal-
street, where he found him at dinner. Myatt jumped up and ran to the canal 
bank just in time to see the boy sink. He dived in without taking off any of his 
clothing, and brought the boy to the bank unconscious. Myatt then took the 
lad home, where he recovered, and sent him home in a dry suit of his (Myatt’s) 
clothes. During the past season Walter Myatt has taken a prominent place in 
the Board School competitions in South London. 

 
The People, 15 April 1900. 
A “PEOPLE HERO.”4 Yesterday, little Walter Myatt, aged 15, who recently appeared as a 
“People’s” Hero, succeeded in rescuing a lad of 12, named Greenfield, who accidentally fell into 
the Grand Surrey Canal. This makes the twelfth life this plucky boy has saved from drowning. 
 
The People, 4 September 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXII (82). PLUCKY BOATMAN. We here give a portrait of John 

Brown, 21, boatman, of Torquay, who recently was instrumental in saving the 
life of a newsboy named Wakeham. The lad, while walking along the quay, 
caught his foot in a rope and fell into the harbour. Or hero saw the accident 
happen from where he was engaged some distance away, but he ran down 
the quay, and as Wakeham sank plunged in after him, bringing the lad to the 
surface in a distressed condition. A yacht’s boat passing by took in both the 
young fellows and landed them at the steps.  Wakeham was in an exhausted 
state, but he soon recovered, and was able to go to his home. This is the third 
rescue from drowning young Brown has made during the past two years, and 
for his plucky conduct we add his name to the honoured list of the “People’s 
Heroes.” 
 

The People, 11 September 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXII (82)5. PLUCKY RESCUE. We here give a portrait of Mr. 

Sidney Proctor, of 13 Galena-rd., Hammersmith, who recently performed an 
act of great heroism near Hammersmith Bridge. Two little boys named 
James and Edward White, of Notting Hill, were standing on the steps which 
lead to the Thames, near the “Barnes death trap,” when a Newfoundland 
dog rushed against them and knocked them both into the river. Neither of 
the lads could do more than struggle in the water, and they would have sunk 
or been taken away by the tide had not someone been close at hand to 
rescue them. Among the spectators was Sidney Proctor, who at once 
plunged  into the water to assist the lads. Our hero at once swam towards 
the youngest lad, and carried him to the shore. Another gentleman who had 
jumped in was evidently not a very expert swimmer, and the will in his case 
was better than the deed. He endeavoured to rescue the other lad, but on 
nearing him he became exhausted, and was unable to swim any further.  

Seeing this Proctor further plunged into the water and rescued the lad, and afterwards assisted 
the would-be rescuer, who had not sufficient strength to reach the shore himself. On examining 

 
3 Citation not numbered. 
4 Another un-numbered citation 
5 This citation is also numbered in error as LXXXII (82). 
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the lads it was found that they were both suffering from exhaustion and shock, this being especially 
the case with the elder boy, who was in the water longer than his brother. Everything necessary 
was done on the spot, and the lads were taken to the W. London Hospital. In the case of the 
younger lad it was not found necessary to detain him in the hospital, and he was sent home. The 
other lad, however, was detained and treated in the institution, but he was sufficiently recovered 
to be taken home by his mother. For his plucky conduct, which is deserving of the highest praise, 
we add the name of Sidney Proctor to the honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
The People, 25 September 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXIII (83). A GALLANT LABOURER. We here give a portrait of 

Thomas Henry Connor, of Bristol, who has been instrumental in saving no 
fewer than 5 lives from drowning. His first 2 cases were in rescuing children 
who had fallen into the Bristol Floating Harbour. His most exciting experience 
was when a pleasure boat capsized with 3 occupants. After a severe struggle, 
Connor rescued one of the occupants, but the other 2 were drowned. Another 
rescue at the Feeder Farm, Netham, resulted in Connor having to stun the 
drowning man before he could save him. His last plucky act was on the 
occasion of the Avon championship. Connor, with his wife and 3 children, were 
watching the race, when a woman and child slipped down the bank and fell 
into the river. The tide at the time was going out rapidly, but Connor 
immediately dived in and secured the child, Florence Fox, aged 3, while 
William Deere saved the woman, Clara Miller, aged 31. The police give Connor 

excellent references, and his case is worthy of recognition by the Royal Humane Society. Since 
his last rescue Connor has been ill, owing to swallowing a quantity of the polluted Avon water. This 
has left him in straitened circumstances, through his being unable to follow his regular employment 
as labourer. Connor lives at 2, Mount Pleasant-ter., Union-rd., St. Phillips, Bristol, and a 
subscription list has been started for him. For his plucky conduct we add the name of Thomas 
Connor to the honoured list of the “People’s” Heroes. 
 
The People, 9 October 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXIV (84). A NOBLE RECORD. We here give a portrait of Mr. 

Frank Slaughter, of Arundel, Sussex, who, during the 34 years of his existence 
has performed many acts of heroism which fully entitle him to a place among the 
“People’s” Heroes. When 17 years old he rescued 3 ladies who were thrown into 
the water owing to the capsizing of a boat. A year later the wife of a bargeman, 
named Smith, aged 70, fell from Town Quay, and was saved with difficulty by our 
hero. Many other more recent instances of gallantry could be cited, and it is 
gratifying to learn that Mr. Slaughter has been the recipient of the Royal Humane 
Society’s bronze clasp and medal, together with several testimonials. A few 
weeks ago a child , named Buller, fell into the river, and a resident unsuccessfully 
attempted the rescue. The effort was too much for him, and our hero had the 
satisfaction of saving the lives of both. Mr. Slaughter, who is a thorough 
sportsman, has won rowing prizes to the value of £400. For his plucky conduct 
we add the name of Frank Slaughter to the honoured list of the “People’s” 
Heroes. 
 

The People, 13 November 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXV (85). We here give a portrait of Mr. 
Charles Cheverton, 23, a mason, of Edward-st., Bridgend, Glamorganshire, 
who recently performed a plucky action which fully entitles him to a place in 
the list of the “People’s” heroes. A man named John Lewis, 27, was bathing in 
the Bristol Channel at Nash, when he was caught in the current and carried 
out 200 yards from shore. Cheverton seeing the danger the man was in 
gallantly swam to his assistance, but found the task almost too much for him. 
He called for further help, and William L. Davies swam out, but was drowned 
before he could reach them, thus laying down his life for his friend’s. 
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Cheverton, however, stuck to Lewis, and after almost superhuman efforts was successful in 
bringing him in, both rescued and rescuer being in a very exhausted state. Our hero has been 
awarded the Royal Humane Society’s medal for his plucky act, and his name has been added to 
the honoured list of the People’s Heroes. 
 
The People, 18 December 1898. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXVI (86). We here give a portrait of Sergt. W. Macdonald, 3rd 

V.B. W. Kent Regiment, who has just been awarded the Royal Humane 
Society’s medal for an act of great gallantry. At Greenwich, on a dark night 
recently he plunged into the Thames and rescued an unknown man, who had 
fallen in from the ferry boat. There was a strong ebb tide running at the time, 
and it was only by a desperate effort that our hero reached the rope which was 
thrown him. For his plucky action we add the name of Sergt. Macdonald to the 
honoured list of the “People’s Heroes.” 
 
 
 
 
 

The People, 8 January 1899. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXVII (87). Charles Eastwood, booking clerk, Littleborough 

Station, Lancashire, is hero for the week, Nov 25, the night being pitch dark, 
a woman named Mary Jane Hoyle was leaving the station, and being blinded 
by the lights walked into the Rochdale Canal, which is here very deep. Her 
cries for help were heard by Eastwood, who, with commendable courage, 
plunged in, and with considerable trouble got her to the bank, where help was 
given, and both were landed in an exhausted state. Eastwood is only a 
moderate swimmer, and was under water several times, but we are glad to 
state that no ill effects have followed his cold plunge. His gallantry was 
recognise by the Royal Humane Society at the last meeting. 
 
 
 

The People, 15 January 1899. 
THE PEOPLE’S HEROES – LXXXVIII (88). PLUCKY PENZANCE BOY. We here give a portrait 

of Richard Hicks, of Penzance, who recently rescued from drowning a 
seaman on the Sans Pareil off Sheerness. Young Hicks only joined the Navy 
a month or 2 ago, and was drafted to the Sans Pareil at Sheerness. A week 
or two since he was on duty on the quarter deck at 7 a.m., when he saw a 
man fall from the forecastle into the sea. It was a cold and rather dark 
morning, and a strong tide was running, with a rough sea, but Hicks hearing 
the man’s shouts for help jumped overboard without divesting himself of any 
of his clothes. Hicks is a strong, though not very fast swimmer, but he quickly 
got to the man, who at once tried to clutch him. Our hero had, however, been 
taught by his father, Prof. Hicks, of Penzance, the various methods of 
rescuing drowning men, and at length caught the man securely and swam 
back safely to the gangway. The youngster had a splendid reception on 
reaching the ship. The rescued man was an able seaman named John 

Nicholls, and a heavy man. It is hoped that the pluck of Hicks, who so early in his career in the 
service has thus distinguished himself, will in some way be recognised. For his gallantry we add 
the name of Richard Hicks to the honoured list of the People’s Heroes. 
 

* * * * * 
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AN UNKNOWN LIFE SAVER 
 

From the Editorial Team 
 

 
 
The above photograph (post card) has been sent to us for inclusion in the Journal. He 
is clearly the holder of a Royal Humane Society medal. On the reverse is ‘F. Futcher. 
Photo. 19 Fisherton Street, Salisbury’. What a shame that we are unlikely ever to be 
able to identify him – but his place in our Journal will ensure that his image is captured 
for posterity. 
 

* * * * * 
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MISSING MEDALS 
 
This is the section where members can advertise free for medals. Please contact 
the Members concerned, or the Editor, if you have any information.  
 
Section A – Missing Life Saving Medals. (Named life saving medals missing from 
members’ collections.) 
 
Phillip Murphy (phillip.b.murphy@bigpond.com) would like to purchase the 
following medals: 
a) Board of Trade Medal For Gallantry For Saving Life at Sea, Silver – 1st type (large) - 
• JOHN WEEKS (OR WEEKES) 
• CHARLES LUCHT 
• EDWARD MODIN 
• JOSEPH ROSEN (OR ROSIN) 
All AB’s of barque George Thompson, for the wreck of barque Girvan of Ayr (12 June 
1893) 
 
b) Lloyd’s Medal For Saving Life at Sea, Silver – 1st type (large, pre 1896) - 
• W. M. WILLIAMS “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
 
c) Lloyd’s Medal For Saving Life at Sea, Bronze – 1st type (large, pre 1896) - 
• P. ERICKSON “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• W. ADAMSON “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• J. JOHNSTONE “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• V. BOHN “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
 
d) Lloyd’s Medal For Saving Life at Sea, Silver – 2nd type (small, post 1896) - 
• W. M. WILLIAMS “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
 
e) Lloyd’s Medal For Saving Life at Sea, Silver – 2nd type (small, post 1896) - 
• WILLIAM GEORGE BAKER “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
 
f) Lloyd’s Medal For Saving Life at Sea, Bronze – 2nd type (small, post 1896) - 
• STEPHEN ARTLETT “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• THOMAS M’GUIRE “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• WILLIAM CRANEFIELD “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• HENRY DANIELL “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• EDWARD WILLIAM CHEESEMAN “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• HERBERT BLUNT “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• WILLIAM JONES POND “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• JAMES JOHN HINCHLEY “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
• WILLIAM T. GRAY “SULTAN” (S) 10TH JUNE 1897 
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g) France: Republique Francaise Ministere de la Marine Medal, silver, named 
(embossed) to - 
• DUNN “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• WILSON “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• P. ERICKSON “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• W. ADAMSON “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• J. JOHNSTONE “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
• V. BOHN “TERRE NEUVE” 3 NOV. 1895 
 
The Editor (editor@lsars.org.uk)would like to obtain the following: 
• LS&HS Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver to [FIRST OFFICER WILLIAM BROWN, 
“RESCUE OF THE CREW OF THE BRITISH KING 11 MARCH 1906] 
• LS&HS General Medal, bronze to [JOHN WILLIAMS “FOR HAVING RESCUED A 
BOY FROM THE “LIVE RAIL” BETWEEN MAGHILL AND OLD ROAN RAILWAY STATIONS 
ON 2ND JULY 1951] 
• Tynemouth Trust Silver Medal to [THOMAS CUMMINGS TYNEMOUTH LIFEBOAT 
1914] 
 
Gary Brown (garybrown867@btinternet.com) is looking for the following to reunite a 
group: 

• Lloyds Medal for Saving Life at Sea, 1st large type, silver to [LIEUTENANT SAMUEL 
THOMAS CARTER R.N. AWARDED FOR THE WRECK OF THE “BYWELL” 1/11/1837.] 
 
Christopher Mellor-Hill (christopher@dnw.co.uk) would like to acquire the following: 
Royal Humane Society Medal, silver, small, ‘successful’ type to [7 July 1896 ALFRED J 
SWAN], - for saving life on Lake Nyassa on 7/7/1896 
 
Allan Woodliffe (01443 403840 - tyderwen@sky.com) is looking for the following re-
unites to complete groups, and is happy to do a deal, or simply to know if they are 
known to exist.  
• Royal Humane Society Large silver (CAPT. EDWARD STANLEY 20TH JANUARY 

1841) 
• RNIPLS (GIVR) in Silver [CAPT. GEORGE A. E. RIDGE RN VOTED 5TH APRIL 1860] 
• RNLI (VRI) in Silver [HENRY EVANS VOTED 2ND FEB. 1882] - advised that this 

medal is known to exist 
• Sea Gallantry Medal, Large Bronze [WILLIAM NORSWORTHY ‘WRECK OF THE 

FRITZ VON GADOW’ ON 28TH NOV. 1881] 
The following four medals, last known of in Canada, are wanted to re-unite with the 
RNLI gold medal awarded to Cox'n Owen Jones of the Moelfre Lifeboat. 
• Liverpool S & H Soc. Silver Marine Medal (CAPTAIN OWEN JONES 1927) 
• Transport Medal “South Africa 1899-1902” (OWEN JONES. IN COMMAND) 
• BWM & Mercantile Marine War Medal (OWEN JONES) 

 
Chris Bacon (cjbacon@aol.com) would like to purchase the following to re-unite with 
the recipient’s army medals (Egypt 1882 Medal Khedive's Star, Army Long Service and 
Good Conduct Medal): 
• Royal Humane Society Testimonial on Vellum [AWARDED TO QUARTERMASTER 

SERGEANT LEWIS JAMES TIBBALLS ROYAL ENGINEERS FOR, ON 13 AUGUST 1895, 
GOING TO THE RESCUE OF CECIL REYNOLDS WHO WAS IN DANGER OF 
DROWNING AT FALMOUTH, AND WHOSE LIFE HE GALLANTLY SAVED. 
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Malcolm Wilson (malcolmjameswilson@btinternet.com ) would like to purchase the 
following medals awarded to Coastguard William Marsden, 11th January 1913. 
Sea Gallantry Medal, GVR, silver 
Royal Navy LS&GC Medal, EVII  
Tynemouth Medal. Awarded to Coastguard William Marsden. 
 

* 
 

Section B - Missing Non-Life Saving Medals. (Required to complete lifesaving 
groups from member’s collections) 
 
Allan Woodliffe (abumedalia@sky.com) would like to find the following to reunite 
with their life saving medals: 
• 1914/15 trio with Mercantile Marine War Medal to SKIPPER W.W. PEDDLE RNR 
 
The Editor (editor@lsars.org.uk) would like to obtain the following medals to reunite 
with their life saving medals: 
• British War Medal & Victory Medal [PTE. WILLIAM MUNDAY GLOUCESTER REG] 
• Queen’s South Africa Medal, bars ‘TRANSVAAL’ ‘SOUTH AFRICA 1902’  
• [2193 TROOPER F.H. EDGELOW. KITCHENER’S FIGHTING SCOUTS] 
• British War Medal [LEONARD HUTCHINSON YMCA] 
• Silver War Badge [LEONARD HUTCHINSON] 
• Police Coronation Medal 1911, [PC H. TILLEY MET POLICE] 
• 1914/15 Trio [L. MECH H. TILLEY F5603 RNAS] 
• 1914/15 Trio [A/PAYMASTER J B ODAM RN] & Memorial Plaque 
•  [JOHN BASSETT ODAM] 
• Queen’s South Africa Medal bars ‘CAPE COLONY’ ‘SOUTH AFRICA1902’ 
•  [SURGN J. R. BARWELL RAMC] & BWM & VM to same recipient RAMC. 
• Memorial Plaque [WILLIAM EDWARD ANDERSON]  
• Mercantile Marine War Medal [JOHN E WEST] 

 
* 

 
Section C – General ‘wants’. These are more broadly relating to life saving  
 
Bill Greig (novascotiabaronet@gmail.com ) would ;like to purchase a "Victorian era 
case (square blue) for the Albert Medal for Sea". He has an Albert Medal in gold, 
identified on the reverse ‘PROPERTY OF THE BOARD OF TRADE’. It was released many 
years back. All Victorian A.M. cases will be named, but any empty case will be 
appreciated to house his Albert Medal. 
 
Allan Woodliffe (abumedalia@sky.com) would like to purchase: 
• RNIPLS/RNLI medals for services off the Welsh coast 
• awards for Welsh colliery rescues. 
 
Gary Wood - Boy’s Brigade Archivist (garywood@ntlworld.com - (07890 079835) 
would like to purchase a Boys’ Brigade Cross for Heroism – top price paid. 
 He is also interested in purchasing any life saving awards associated with 
Nottinghamshire or Nottingham men.  
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The Editor (editor@lsars.org.uk) would like to purchase any medals related to the 
wreck of HMHS Rohilla (those on board or their rescuers) wrecked at Whitby in October 
1914. The Editor’s grandfather was the Junior Marconi Operator on board. 
 
Ian Midgley (iandavidmidgley@gmail.com) would like to purchase any examples of 
the Daily Herald's Order of Industrial Heroism (or related awards to any of the 
recipients). Good price paid or alternatively many life saving medals available as part 
exchange). 
 
Derek Allen (dkallen@live.co.uk) would like to purchase the following to reunite 
broken groups: 
• Victory Medal [3-5282 C.SJT.A.B.BICKFORD DEVON R.] 
• Original documents to COMMANDER GERALD LANGSTON PARNELL RN (sold 
DNW 12/6/91 lot 354 with medals) 
• Victory Medal [CAPTAIN POWELL CECIL UNDERWOOD RN] 
• Miniature medals to FRANK EDWIN VERNEY Devonshire Regiment 
• India General Service Medal 1854 bar ‘Pegu’ [W. WILTSHIRE. ACTG GUNNER. 
RN] 
• BWM [JOHN E THOMAS CH. WR. 344009 RN] 
• WWI Memorial Plaques to: 

§ DUNCAN HAMILTON BLUNT 
§ WILFRED HERBERT GILL 
§ EUGENE JOHN VINCENT HEMELRYK 
§ WILLIAM HEYSETT 
§ EDWARD HELY TEMPLEMAN MORSE 
§ FRANK TARDIVEL 
§ HAROLD TUFFERY 

 
* * * * * 
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BOOKSHELF 
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A Guide: Medals & Awards to British Police by Local Authorities of the United 
Kingdom by David Picton-King. Hardback, with illustrated paper cover, 153 pages, 
contains over 260 colour and 16 B&W illustrations. Published by the Orders and 
Medals Research Society, 2020. ISBN: 978-0-9957503-3-1. £12 to members and £17 
to non-members. 
 

The author’s exacting research has brought together a group of awards that have 
hitherto been under researched, poorly documented and in some cases misunderstood. 
He has done a great deal to investigate a surprising number of these police medals and 
present them in this publication in a structed, ordered and informative manner, which is 
enhanced by the many photographs of the awards.  

 The introduction is comprehensive and effectively describes the environment 
which encouraged the creation and issue of these unofficial awards by local authorities 
(counties, cities and boroughs) and broadly they fall into three groups: a) Special 
Constabulary awards largely for service during the First World War, b) long service 
awards, c) awards for merit and d) awards for bravery. It should be noted that the ‘merit’ 
awards fall into two quite distinct groups – awards recognising ‘true meritorious conduct’ 
(which often included bravery) and ‘merit class awards’ which effectively recognised an 
upwards progression through the ranks accompanied by increased remuneration. 

 The main part of the book follows the introduction and consists of a series of 
monographs, each describing one of the 112 awards, some of which are very rare, made 
by the local authorities mentioned above. Each is similarly structured having 
photographs of the award, a description of the award and importantly, information 
regarding its origin. For those which were issued for bravery there are frequent examples 
of the citations or descriptions of the events for which the award was given.  

 The particular interest of this reviewer is life saving awards, and a quick review 
of the book revealed that it contained some familiar ‘faces’ such as the Glasgow 
Corporation and Strathclyde Regional Council awards. However, it was not until each of 
the awards for bravery were read in detail that it become clear that no less than 21 of 
these bravery awards were given for life saving actions. 

No publication is perfect, and a purist may consider that the quality of some of the 
photographs is too variable, but this is unsurprising considering the many different 
sources from which these were obtained. In addition, some of the medals appear to be 
slightly oval and this should have been corrected during the proof reading. 

But these are minor points which do not detract from the view that this is an excellent 
publication, very well researched, with a good reference list and will be the prime 
reference for unofficial British police medals for some time to come. It will undoubtedly 
attract the interest of collectors and researchers of police awards and should appeal to 
a wider audience with an interest in life saving and bravery awards in general. 
 JWW. 
 

* * * * * 
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AROUND THE AUCTIONS 
 
Dix Noonan Webb 16 April 2020 (Buyers’ premium 24%) 
Lot 46. Albert Medal, 2nd Class, for Gallantry in Saving Life on Land, bronze and 
enamel, the reverse officially engraved [PRESENTED BY HIS MAJESTY TO PRIVATE GEORGE 
BENNETT, 12TH. (PRINCE OF WALES’ ROYAL) LANCERS FOR GALLANTRY IN SAVING LIFE IN 
FRANCE ON THE 25TH FEBRUARY, 1918]; 1914 Star, with clasp [114 PTE. G. W. BENNETT. 
12/LRS.]; British War and Victory Medals [L-114 PTE. G. W. BENNETT. 12-LRS.]; France, Third 
Republic: Medal of Honour, First Class, silver-gilt, reverse engraved [G. W. BENNETT. A.M. 
12 ROYAL LANCERS], with rosette on riband. Sold with various original documents. 
 (5) NEF £6,500 
 
Provenance: Spink, March 1994.  
 

 
 
‘A woman who was crossing the line in front of a troop train at a railway station in France, to reach a 
passenger train, was caught by the buffer of the engine. Private Bennett, 12th Lancers, hearing the woman’s 
screams, and seeing her position, rushed to help her and pulled her into the six-foot way between the two 
trains. Unfortunately, a basket which the woman was carrying was struck by the troop train and knocked 
Bennett against the passenger train, with the result that he was badly injured and suffered the amputation of 
both his legs. Had it not been for his presence of mind and courage the woman probably would have been 
killed.’ (Ref: A.M. London Gazette 26 August 1918.)  
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Lot 97. Sea Gallantry Medal, EIIR., bronze [MALCOLM SMITH, 18TH SEPTEMBER 1953.] in 
Royal Mint case of issue. NEF £2,200 
  
‘Just before 1am on 18 September 1953, the steam trawler Hassett (349 tons, 
built 1929), of Grimsby, stranded on the rocks at Aukergill, near Wick, Scotland, 
and remained heeled over with heavy seas breaking over her. The skipper was 
injured, and five members of the crew were washed overboard. The ship’s 
lifeboat was smashed on the rocks when an attempt was made to launch it, and 
the Wick lifeboat was unable to get close enough to effect a rescue. Mr Smith 
took charge and with the help of Wireless Operator Bovill and Deckhand 
Almond, kept up the morale of the crew until it was possible to start rescue 
operations from the shore at dawn. Mr Smith then showed great courage and 
resource when supported by Wireless Operator Bovill and Deckhand Almond, 
he secured one of the rocket lines fired from the shore, by climbing on to the 
wheelhouse roof in spite of the heavy seas which were continually breaking 
over it. By this time many of the crew were in a state of exhaustion and had to 
be helped into the breeches buoy. Mr Smith sent most of them ashore, including 
the Skipper, before he himself went. All those who were still on board when the 
rescue started were brought safely ashore, and it was due to Mr Smith’s 
courage and initiative and the able assistance rendered by Wireless Operator 
Bovill and Deckhand Almond that many more lives were not lost. The Wick 
lifeboat stood by the vessel and landed a body.’ (Ref: The Sea Gallantry Medal, 
by R. J. Scarlett). 

 
* * * 

 
Vintage Accents Auctions, USA 25 March 2020 (Buyers’ premium 20%) 
Lot 31048 Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Medal, silver, 
57mm [TO WILLIAM A. MORSE FOR SAVING THE LIFE OF ARTHUR FRANCIS BUTLER, AUGUST 
5TH, 1882] US$1,100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * 
 
Spink 22 April 2020 (Buyers’ premium £24) 
Lot 636. Royal National Lifeboat Institution Medal, Vic, silver [MR WILLIAM TODD, VOTED 
14TH JULY. 1898]. NEF £2,100 
 
Provenance: J.B. Hayward Collection, November 1995 
 
‘Awarded on Mr Todd’s resignation from the post of Cowswain. Services were rendered to the smack Sir 
John Astley (1885), the dandy Morning Star (1888), the trawler Favourite and the dandy Belinda (1890), the 
yawl Kate (1891), the dandy Hiram (1893), the dandy Fraternité (1894), the dandy Coquette (1895) and the 
smack Follow (1897).’ (Ref: Cox, Barry, Lifeboat Gallantry, London 1998) 
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Lot 637. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 1st type, silver 
medallion, in glazed case with silver band inscribed: [MR THOMAS LEWIS CHIEF MATE 
STEAM SHIP "EARL OF ERNE" FOR GALLANTLY JUMPING INTO CLARENCE BASIN & SAVING A MAN 
& BOY, FEBY. 1858]; Royal National Institute for the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck, 
GIVR, silver [MR THOMAS LEWIS. VOTED 6 MAY 1858].  (2) F & VF £600 
 
'The second case is that of James Lewis, Mate of the steamer Earl of Erne, who, on two different occasions, 
jumped overboard into Clarence Basin (Liverpool Docks) and saved a man, and a boy, from drowning. A 
Silver Medal was presented to Mr Lewis, who, in the subsequent passage of the steamer across the Channel, 
was himself rescued from a watery grave.' (Ref: LS&HS 19th Annual Report). 
 '6-10 April 1858: The barque Mary Stoddart, standing from Carlingford, Co., Louth, Ireland, into 
Dundalk Bay in a gale, was seen to be in distress by Captain Johnson who went to her assistance. Acting 
on his advice, the barque managed to anchor near the rocks and, after more than six hours, he returned to 
Dundalk with a high sea running. Next day, in another boat, Captain Johnston returned and managed to get 
aboard the casualty where the weather forced him to remain; his boat steamed off to seaward. By the end of 
the day the Mary Stoddart had dragged one and a half miles and was aground in 12 feet of water, with five 
feet over her deck and the crew in her rigging. On the 8th, although the gale was still fierce and the sea very 
high, boats were manned by Mr. Connick in charge of one of them, but they were soon forced to return. The 
following morning found the gale blowing with great fury, yet other boats made further rescue attempts, those 
led by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Gilmer among them. None was successful, except that at 1 p.m. a boat from 
Ballurgan got alongside the casualty but the survivors were too weak to do anything. Meanwhile, other 
attempts were being mounted and, at 5 p.m. a boat in the charge of Mr. Shankey put off from Gyles Quay 
and was able, three hours later, to land Captain Johnston and six men. Returning to the wreck with two fresh 
hands in his crew, Mr. Shankey brought ashore the remaining survivors at 6 a.m. on the 10th. Seven 
members of the barque's crew had perished. The other four medal winners had led rescue boats in the 
sustained efforts.' (Ref: Cox, Barry, Lifeboat Gallantry). 
 
Lot 638. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver [TO 
ARTHUR WALTERS. FOR GALLANT SERVICE. 27TH. JULY, 1922.]. NEF £140 
 
Lot 639. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 3rd type, bronze 
[THOS. JENKINSON, SEAMAN. TUG "MERSEY KING" FOR JUMPING OVERBOARD TO SAVE A MAN 
IN QUEEN'S CHANNEL MARH-28. 1882], on original bronze wearing pin. VF £120 
 
Lot 640. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [FREDERICK 
WILLIAM WAREHAM, 18TH. MARCH 1888]. GVF £160 
 
'The bronze medal of the Royal Humane Society has been awarded to Frederick William Wareham of 
Bournemouth, who on Sunday, the 18th March, without stopping to undress and, not withstanding that the 
weather was bitterly cold, plunged into the sea and succeeded in saving the life of a gentleman who had 
fallen off the landing stage into the water, and was in imminent danger of being drowned. A subscription is 
being arranged to present Wareham with a gold watch and chain in further recognition of his heroic conduct.' 
(Ref: Christchurch Times. See also Eastern Daily Press and the Guardian). 
 
Lot 891. British War and Victory Medals 1914-18 [W. V. DEE. A.B. M.F.A.]; Memorial Plaque 
[WILLIAM VICTOR DEE], in original card case of issue; Royal Humane Society Honorary 
Testimonial on Vellum. (4) NEF £300 
 
On 8 April 1915, while HMS Killingholme was cruising in the Humber Estuary, Dee spotted a drowning sailor 
and dived overboard to save him. The sailor, a Humber pilot named J. R. Brown, unfortunately drowned. Dee 
was awarded an Honorary Testimonial Certificate by the Royal Humane Society on 8 June that year.  
 

* * * 
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Americana Auctions, USA 26 April 2020 (Buyers’ premium 25%) 
Lot 149. Humane Society of Massachusetts Medal, silver [TO CHAS. McISAAC FOR 
BRAVERY ATTEMPTING TO SAVE A LIFE, ROSLINDALE, SEPT 21, 1929]. $500 
 

 
* * * 

 
Dix Noonan Webb 21 May 2020 (Buyer’s premium 24%) 
Lot 769. Board of Trade Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life at Sea, EVIIR, large, bronze 
[ALBERT ERIKSON “VANDUARA” 25TH JUNE 1902.]. NVF £1,000 
 
Albert Erikson, a Seaman of the sailing ship Vanduara, of Swansea, was one of five members of the crew 
who manned a lifeboat and, at considerable risk, attempted to rescue a shipmate who had fallen overboard 
on 25 June 1902.  
 
Lot 770. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [JAMES BAKER, 
6 JULY 1885], lacking integral bronze ribbon buckle. NEF £110 
 
‘James Baker, Labourer, of Newnham, Winchfield, rescued William Hooker, Plate-layer, of Elvetham, Hants, 
on 6 July 1885 at Fleet Pond, Newnham. Crawford and Baker (sic - should read Hooker) went to bathe in the 
lake, the latter swam to an island some distance from the bank - Crawford was unable to swim & got out of 
his depth - Hooker went from the island to his assistance when he also sank. Baker seeing that Hooker was 
unable to save his companion, went in and brought him out; he afterwards recovered the body of the other 
man.’ (Ref: RHS Case No: 22,810) 
 
Lot 771. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, silver, ‘successful’ type [JAMES ROBBINS. 
26TH SEPT. 1940], with integral silver ribbon buckle (lacking pin). NEF £550 
 
‘At 9.20 a.m. on the 26th September, 1940, at Flathouse Quay, Portsmouth, a Motor Torpedo Boat was lying 
alongside with some 1,500 gallons of petrol on board, when an explosion occurred, followed by a very serious 
fire on board, and many petrol fires started in the sea. Fitter James Robbins, badly injured in the head, 
together with Thomas A. Wilkins, Leslie Jones and T. Harrison, were blown into the sea. Two other persons 
lost their lives, and eighteen were seriously injured. Robbins, in spite of scalp wounds, burns and shock 
sustained by himself, seized and supported Wilkins, who was seriously injured, until relieved by Percy le 
Clercq. Apprentice Fitter Percy le Clercq dived 20 feet from the quay fully clad, swam about 20 yards to the 
burning Motor Torpedo Boat, and taking the injured Wilkins from Robbins, brought him to the launch. He then 
swam to where Jones, also injured, was clinging to the Motor Torpedo Boat and took him to a dinghy. 
Aircraftsman Charles W. Gard, Royal Air Force, who also dived from the quay fully clad, swam to the spot 
where it was believed Harrison had sunk. He dived repeatedly in the water covered with burning petrol in an 
effort to find Harrison, but without success. Harrison's body was found in tangled wreckage later. Both 
rescued men were non-swimmers. Danger of further explosions.’ (Ref. Case No: 56,112 - Acts of Gallantry, 
1871-1950 by W.H. Fevyer). 
 
  



The Life Saving Awards Research Society Journal No.98 
 

 74 

Lot 772. Society for the Protection of Life from Fire Medal, 5th type, silver [FREDERICK 
WARRINGTON, HARROGATE. 20TH. JUNE 1924.] with top silver riband bar.  GVF £360 
 
‘A Silver Medal and ten guineas was awarded to John Lester, Waiter, and a Silver Medal and five guineas 
was awarded to Frederick Warrington, Fireman, of the Harrogate Fire Brigade, who, by their united efforts, 
saved the life of a French maid, Madamoisselle L’Oiseau, on the occasion of the destruction of the Hotel 
Majestic, Harrogate, on 20 June 1924. The girl was on the seventh storey, from which her rescuers got her 
out on the roof, and thence to a place of safety.’ (Ref: Saved from the Flames, by Roger Willoughby and 
John Wilson).  
 
Lot 773. Jersey Humane Society Medal, bronze, the reverse inscribed [PRESENTED TO 
CHARLES MC MANUS FOR COURAGE AND HUMANITY], lacking suspension. GVF £550 
 
Charles McManus was presented with his award on 6 November 1911, for a rescue on 11 September 1911. 
 
Lot 774. RSPCA Medal for Animal Life Saving, bronze [AWARDED TO MR. WILLIAM T. 
DURHAM. 1926], complete with ‘For Humanity’ brooch bar in its Carrington & Co. fitted 
case of issue. EF £320 
 
Bronze medal awarded to Mr William Thomas Durham, Southampton, for rescuing a horse from a burning 
shed (Ref: RSPCA Annual Report, 1926).  
 
Lot 775. National Canine Defence League Medal, silver [A. CULLIFORD. FOR SAVING A 
DOG 1921.]. NEF £400 
 

* * * 
 
Lockdales 30 May 2020 (Buyer’s premium 18%) 
Lot 1299. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver 
[JAMES CARROLL FOR JUMPING INTO THE MERSEY AND RESCUING A LAD 30TH MAY 1901], in 
original fitted case. £240 
 
Lot 1300. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver 
[PETER D. MURRAY 3RD OFFICER SS LAKE NEPIGON, FOR RESCUING WITH BOATS CREW TWO 
WATERMEN CAPSIZED IN CROSBY CHANNEL 3 OCT 1875]. £190 
 
Lot 1301. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver 
[CORPL HARRY H. HOUGHTON 1/1ST W.L.E. FOR GALLANT SERVICE AT ST HELENS 23/5/16]., with 
original fitted case. £220 
 
Lot 1302. Liverpool Shipwreck and Humane Society Marine Medal 3rd type, silver 
[FRANK LOCKE FOR GALLANT SERVICE 2ND MARCH 1918], in fitted case of issue. £220 
 
Lot 1303. Manchester City Police For Bravery Medal, silver (hallmarked) [AWARDED TO 
CONSTABLE 121 ROBERT LAWRENCE D DIVISION BY THE WATCH COMMITTEE 26 MARCH 1931].
 £750 
 
Citation for an involvement in helping rescue people from a fire at Oxford Road, Chorlton-on-Medlock. 
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Lot 1334. Queen’s South Africa Medal, clasps ‘CAPE COLONY’, ‘ORANGE FREE STATE’, 
‘South Africa 1901’ and ‘South Africa 1902’ [A. MCDOUGALL. SURGEON]; ROYAL HUMANE 
SOCIETY MEDAL, BRONZE [ALAN MCDOUGALL M.D. 21ST NOV 1915]. (2) £540 
 
‘A number of persons were on the ice on a pond at Alderley Edge when a break took place and many of them 
were thrown into the water, McDougall jumped in and was successful in saving two lives’. 
 

* * * 
 
Dix Noonan Webb 18 June 2020 (Buyer’s premium 24%) 
Lot 24. Military Cross, GVR, the reverse inscribed [CAPTAIN W. L. C. RATHBONE, 15TH 
LONDON REGT., 18TH SEPT. 1916]; Albert Medal, 2nd Class, for Gallantry in Saving Life on 
Land, reverse officially inscribed [PRESENTED BY HIS MAJESTY TO 2ND LIEUTENANT WILLIAM 
LESLIE COUTTS RATHBONE, 15TH BN., THE LONDON REGIMENT, FOR GALLANTRY IN SAVING LIFE 
IN FRANCE ON THE NIGHT OF THE 6TH MAY 1916]; Queen’s South Africa Medal 1899-1902, 
clasps, ‘NATAL’, ‘TRANSVAAL’ [5815 PTE. L. RATHBONE, DEVON. REGT.]; 1914-15 Star [1210 
SJT. W. L. C. RATHBONE 15/LOND. R.]; British War Medal [CAPT. W. L. C. RATHBONE]; Victory 
Medal, with M.I.D. oak leaves [CAPT. W. L. C. RATHBONE]; Territorial Force Efficiency 
Medal, EVIIR [1210 PTE. L. RATHBONE. 15/LONDON REGT.].(7) GVF £16,000 
 
‘As a working party under Second Lieutenant Rathbone, 15th London Regiment was proceeding down a 
communication trench by night, they were fired upon from close quarters. Second Lieutenant Rathbone 
ascertained that the shots came from a soldier who had run amok, and had posted himself with loaded rifle 
and fixed bayonet farther down the trench. Second Lieutenant Rathbone borrowed a rifle and, accompanied 
by Corporal Feldwick, advanced along the trench until in view of the mentally deranged man. They then 
advanced with rifles at the ready; the officer calling upon the man to surrender. Receiving no reply, they then 
dropped their rifles and rushed him, and after disarming him took him to the nearest dressing station.’ (Ref: 
A.M. London Gazette 4 August 1917. 
 
Lot 47. George Medal, GVIR, 1st issue [MICHAEL MC.CARTHY] on original mounting pin; 
Lloyd’s Medal for Saving Life at Sea, 2nd small type, silver [BOATSWAIN MICHAEL 
MCCARTHY, S.S. “BARON RUTHVEN:, 29TH. JUNE 1943.], in case of issue. (2) EF £3,800 
 
‘When the ship was approaching port, a section of the hatch covers of the forward hold was opened up and 
Boatswain McCarthy and an Able Seaman went below to get the mooring ropes on deck. While the seaman 
remained below McCarthy came on deck to heave them up. Almost immediately there was an explosion due 
to the ignition of an explosive mixture of coal gas in the hold. A sheet of flame from the hatch set fire to the 
tarpaulins on deck. Although this fire was promptly smothered and the remainder of the hatch covers 
removed, the hold was still full of smoke and the seaman below could be heard calling for help. In spite of 
the grave risks of further explosions and fire, McCarthy secured a rope ladder and descended into the hold. 
He carried the very dazed and badly burned seaman to where those on deck were able to bend down and 
light him to safety. McCarthy, without thought of self, displayed bravery of a very high order in this gallant 
rescue of a shipmate.’ (Ref: G.M. London Gazette 2 May 1944.) 
 
Lot 89. Board of Trade Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life at Sea, EVIIR, small, 1st issue, 
bronze [CHARLES LIVERMORE, STRANDING OF THE “CONFIDO” ON THE 16TH MARCH 1903]; 
1914-15 Star [156225, C. LIVERMORE, P.O., R.N.]; British War Medal [156225 C. LIVERMORE 
P.O.1 R.N.]; Victory Medal [156225 C. LIVERMORE P.O.1 R.N.]; Royal Navy LS&GC Medal, 
EVIIR [156225 CHARLES LIVERMORE, BOATMAN, H.M. COAST GUARD]. (5) AVF+ £1,000 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, June 1991 and December 2012 
 
‘Made three attempts to help the stranded ketch Confido (70 tons, built 1884), of Faversham, each time 
launching the station boat under great difficulty and considerable risk owing to the heavy sea running. 
Stranded in Dublin Bay on 16 March 1903 with a crew of four, whilst on a voyage from Shoreham to 
Workington with a cargo of iron and scrap.’ (Ref: The Sea Gallantry Medal, by R. J. Scarlett). 
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Lot 90. Sea Gallantry Medal, GVR, silver [JOHN ROSS, “GUILLEMOT”, 21ST. DECEMBER 
1911.]; Lloyd’s Medal for Saving Life at Sea, 2nd small type, bronze [JOHN ROSS, OF S.S. 
“LINCAIRN” 21ST. DECEMBER 1911]. (2) GVF £550 
 
‘On 21 December 1911, during a gale in the Bay of Biscay, the steamship Guillemot (1,754 tons, built 1894), 
of London, shipped a heavy sea which damaged the steam steering gear. A spare propellor carried on deck 
broke adrift and carried away the tops of the ventilators, this letting the water enter the tunnel and engine-
room, and later on the hand steering wheel was rendered useless by the heavy seas. As the vessel was 
settling down, orders were given for the boat to be launched. One boat was lowered but immediately 
swamped, and before the others could be got into the water the vessel foundered. The steamship Lincairn 
had previously, in response to the Guillemot’s signals of distress altered her course in order to render 
assistance. On arriving at the spot she found two men clinging to an upturned boat, five in a partly-submerged 
lifeboat, and one on a piece of timber. The Lincairn steamed up to the lifeboat and succeeded in rescuing 
four of the men by means of lines, the other man being drowned. A lifeboat was then lowered from the 
Lincairn under the command of the First Mate Mr. Puckey, and manned by Seamen Ross, Simonsen, 
Erickson, and Blokland, succeeded with great difficulty in rescuing the remaining three men. The crew of the 
rescuing boat incurred considerable risk owing to the heavy sea that was running at the time. On her arrival 
at the spot the chief officer was found clinging to a small hatch. Apprentice Pittendrigh jumped overboard 
with a line and endeavoured to pass another line under the arms of the drowning man, but, owing to the chief 
officer’s clothes being greasy, he slipped out of his grasp. An attempt was then made to catch hold of his 
clothing, but it gave way and he was drowned. Sixteen lives were lost.’ (Ref: The Sea Gallantry Medal, by R. 
J. Scarlett). 
 
Lot 91. Sea Gallantry Medal, GVR, silver [JOHN McALLISTER, “VOLTURNO”, [9TH OCTOBER 
1913.] GVF £420 
 
Lot 111. British Empire Medal, (Civil) EIIR. [ABULAI GRUNSHIE], in Royal Mint case of 
issue. NEF £360 
 
‘A machine driver in the Bibiani gold mine accidentally fell 40 feet to the bottom of an ore pass. He was 
injured and called for help. At grave personal risk and without regard to the dangers involved, Grunshie 
immediately descended into the ore pass by means of a chain ladder. While carrying out rescue operations 
some of the broken ore above released itself and fell. Though Grunshie could easily have climbed the rope 
to safety he stood by the injured man in most dangerous circumstances until help was forthcoming.’ (Ref: 
B.E.M. London Gazette 9 October 1956). 
 
Lot 695. Royal Humane Society Medal, large, silver, 1st type [LAUS MERENTI R.H.S. EDW. 
OWEN ARMIGERO, OB VITAM RESTITUTAM DONO DAT 1808], framed and glazed, the silver rim 
inscribed ‘GO AND DO THOU LIKEWISE’, one lunette replaced. VF £600 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, November 1996. 
 
Lot 696. Royal Humane Society Medal, large, silver, ‘successful’ type [EDWARD ROUSE. 
GUNNERS MATE H.M.S. ”BACCHANTE” 23RD. MARCH 1862], with loop and straight bar 
suspension. VF £320 
 
‘On Sunday morning, 23 March 1862, Mr. Logan, Gunner, H.M.S. Bacchante, when labouring under violent 
aberration of mind, rushed up from the lower desk whilst the surgeon was attending on him and threw himself 
overboard from one of the main deck ports, with the intention of drowning himself, the second attempt he 
had made on that day. He would have succeeded but for the gallant and intrepid conduct of Edward Rouse, 
Gunner’s Mate, who immediately jumped overboard and, grasping him by the hair, succeeded in keeping his 
head above water until a boat arrived, Mr. Logan appearing to be making every effort to drown himself by 
keeping his head under the water. The act of gallantry and devotion displayed on this occasion is 
considerably enhanced by the fact of the numerous sharks frequenting this harbour, and at the time Edward 
Rouse jumped overboard a large shark was seen very near the ship.’ (Ref: RHS Case No: 16,858). 
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Lot 697. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, silver, ‘successful’ type [THOMAS W. BELL 
H.M.S. CURACOA. 12 APRIL 1884], lacking integral riband buckle. GVF £300 
 
‘Thomas William Bell, Quartermaster of H.M. Corvette Curocoa, aged 25, and John Jermyn, Ship’s Corporal, 
aged 29, saved Private G. Ogden, Royal Marine Light Infantry, aged 28 at 7:30 p.m. on 12 April 1884. The 
ship was anchored about 500 yards for the bank of the River Woosing in China. Private Ogden, attempting 
to come on board from a shore boat, fell into the river and was carried astern by the current, running at 3 
knots an hour, in a depth of 6 fathoms. Thomas Bell dived overboard from an aft gun post, swam towards a 
dark object on the surface which proved to be the man’s cap. He then saw two hands uplifted and disappear. 
He dived, and succeeded in catching hold of the drowning man, and raised him to the surface. Jermyn jumped 
from the poop, swam to Bell’s assistance, picking up a lifebuoy on the way. A boat then came to pick them 
up.’ (Ref: RHS Case No: 22,309). 
 
Lot 698. Defence Medal; Society for the Protection of Life from Fire Medal, 5th type, 
silver [HERBERT W. WOODWARD, HULL. 3-3-29].  (2) NVF £300 
 
Provenance: John Wilson Collection, Dix Noonan Webb, March 2013. 
 
‘Case 16,429: On 3rd March 1929, Mrs Ethel, Kathlene (9), Donald (7), Zena (21/2) and Brinda Leathley (15 
months) and Emma Sherwood (66) were saved from a fire at 9 Clarendon Street, Hull, cause of fire was 
unknown.’ (Ref: Saved from the Flames,, by Roger Willoughby and John Wilson). 
 
Lot 699. Lloyd’s Medal for Meritorious Services, 2nd type oval, silver [CAPT. W. J. 
STURGESS S.S. WARWICK 10TH. APRIL 1918]. NEF £550 
 
Provenance: W. H. Fevyer Collection, Dix Noonan Webb, September 2008. 
 
‘The Warwickshire (8,012) tons was badly damaged by a torpedo, which passed through her bows, on April 
10th, but was also brought safely into port under her own steam. Mr W. J. Sturgess, her master, mustered 
the crew on the deck after the engines had been stopped, and called for volunteers to go below and stoke. 
A sentence in his report is well worth quoting. “All hands responded immediately, saying they were ready to 
do anything I ordered provided I gave them a sporting chance to get away. The sporting chance was 
promised, and the steamer was under way in a few minutes, and headed for Bizerta.” The phrase is 
amazingly typical: again and again the winning of the war depended just upon that willingness to take big 
chances under trusted leadership’. 
 
Lot 700. Lloyd’s Medal for Meritorious Services, 3rd type, silver [2ND. OFFICER THOMAS 
JONES, S.S. “ASTURIAN” 18TH. FEBRUARY 1917.]. EF £550 
 
‘At 7:30 a.m. on 18 February 1917, an enemy submarine opened fire without warning on the steamer Asturian 
(Master Arthur Hilditch) at a range of five to six miles. The ship altered course to bring the submarine astern, 
proceeded at full speed, and opened fire in reply. The submarine fired about 90 rounds, only two of which 
struck the ship, causing serious damage and killing an able seaman and a ship’s cook who were passing out 
ammunition cases to the gunners. After the ship had been hit smoke apparatus was brought into use, and 
although it practically put the ship’s gun out of action it seems to have prevented further hits being made by 
the submarine. The ship fired about 75 rounds, but the submarine was out of range. After an hour and a 
quarter one of H.M. Ships arrived on the scene, and the submarine submerged. The Asturian’s escape was 
mainly due to the creditable way in which the Master handled his ship and used the smoke apparatus. The 
Master especially mentions the Second Officer [Thomas Jones], who showed great courage in assisting to 
fire the gun and getting the smoke apparatus going; also the carpenter for assisting gunners in loading. The 
whole of the crew while in action behaved splendidly, including the gunners.’ (Ref: Journal of Commerce, 8 
October 1921). 
 
Lot 701. Lloyd’s Medal for Meritorious Services, 3rd type, bronze [WIRELESS OPERATOR 
W. C. BOWEY, S.S. “BEAUMARIS”, 7TH. FEBRUARY 1918.].  EF £420 
 
‘When the S.S. Beaumaris was about a mile from the Longships Lighthouse, at 8:00 a.m. on 7th February, 
1918, the track of a torpedo was sighted approaching from the starboard side, ands the torpedo struck the 
ship almost immediately in No. 1 hold. The Master ordered the engines to be stopped at once. The port 
lifeboat, containing seven men, left the ship without orders. The rest of the crew gathered round the starboard 
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boat but waited for orders. The Master sent the Second Engineer to start the engines again, as he intended 
to try and beach the ship. However, at this moment she appeared to be sinking, so he ordered the starboard 
boat to be launched and to keep clear of the ship. The Senior Wireless Operator remained on board with the 
Master, and sent out distress signals. The Master meanwhile steered the vessel into Whitesand Bay, where 
she took the ground forward, the main deck forward by then being submerged to the after end of No. 1 hatch. 
The Master dropped the anchors, while the Wireless Operator stopped the engines. The starboard lifeboat 
followed in the wake of the ship ready to pick them up if necessary, and eventually landed the crew at Sennen 
Cove. The sea at the time was very rough.’ 
 
Lot 702. Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners Royal Benevolent Society Medal, silver 
[CHIEF OFFICER JAS. GUNNING. BARQUE “ALUMBAGH” 5TH. AUGT. 1883.], with integral double-
dolphin suspension. GVF £360 
 
‘SFMRBS Records: I have to report that during our homeward passage on August 5, 1883, in Lat 35 S., Long 
25 E., we rescued the crew of the British barque Carnatic under the following circumstances:- At 9:00 a.m. 
on the 4th August it was blowing a hard gale from W.N.W., with a terrific sea, when we saw the Carnatic to 
windward of us, flying signals of distress. He bore down on us, and signalled that his vessel was sinking, his 
pumps broken, and three feet of water in the hold, and that all his boats were destroyed. He requested us to 
send a boat to rescue them. We had suffered ourselves considerably during the gale, having lost our 
headrails, part of the main bulwarks, and everything moveable about the decks; our cargo had shifted a little, 
so that we were lying with our waterways under water; the ship was leaking freely, requiring the crew pretty 
constantly at the pumps. I signalled the Carnatic that it was impossible for a boat to live in such a sea, but 
best for us to stand to the northward, where we ought to get the sea more moderate, and in the meantime 
that I would stand by him. The weather continued the same during the day, and thinking it best to get a crew 
ready for the boat in case of the worst, I called the crew aft and told them the facts of the case, and called 
for volunteers to go in the boat. They thought I was going to put the boat out then, and, at the same time, 
were well aware that it would be almost certain destruction to attempt it; yet, to their credit, they volunteered 
to a man, the chief officer requesting to have charge of the boat. I then requested Mr Gunning, chief officer, 
to pick a crew, and by signals from the vessel, found they might keep her afloat till morning. We agreed to 
show a light to each other during the night. The gale continued with unabated force till near daylight, when it 
began to moderate a little, and the sea had gone down quite considerably, but still blowing hard, with a heavy 
sea. We closed with the vessel when they signalled that she was getting very helpless. I therefore decided 
to launch our boat at once. the crew consisted of the following, who in my opinion, are deserving of all praise 
:- J. Gunning, H. M'kee, R. Kaetz, T. Hynes, J. Freeman and H. Leigh. At 8:00 a.m. we succeeded in 
launching the lifeboat safely, and she behaved splendidly. At noon, after three trips, all the crew had been 
got on board (nineteen all told, including the Captain's wife), without any accident to any person, but we got 
our own good boat stove in whilst taking her on board. At 1:15 p.m. (one hour and three-quarters after the 
last of the crew got on board of us) the vessel sank, distant from us at the time about five miles. I need hardly 
say that we all tried to make them as comfortable as possible. We had them on board for twenty-one days, 
when we landed them at St. Helena’. (Ref: Report to Mr John Herron, of Liverpool, the owner of the Barque 
Alumbagh, from Captain D. M'Donald, Master of that vessel). 
 
Lot 706. Ally Sloper’s Half Holiday Medal for Valour, 36mm, silver [PRESENTED TO 
SNOWDEN DAVIS FOR HIS GALLANTRY IN SAVING THE LIFE OF A BOY NAMED HARRISON FROM 
DROWNING IN THE TYNE ON MARCH 25TH. 1887.], with straight bar suspension; Ally Sloper’s 
Half Holiday Sloper’s Club Membership Token (The Sloperian Token), bronze, the 
reverse numbered ‘3079’ and pierced for ring suspension. (2) NVF £440 
 
‘The Sloper Medal for Valour has this day been presented to Snowden Davis for his gallantry in saving the 
life of a boy named Harrison from drowning in the Tyne on March 25th, 1887. The following is a short account 
of the heroic act: Snowden Davis, a youth of eighteen, saved the life of a boy of six, named Harrison, from 
drowning in the Tyne, at Newcastle, on the 25th March. Davis, finding the child had been carried about 200 
yards down the river by a strong tide, ran down a road at the side, climbed over a gate, jumped from a high 
pile of timber, and swam with the boy a hundred yards against the tide before a boat came to his assistance. 
This is the seventh life saved by Davis, who has, in addition to the Sloper medal for Valour, received the 
Royal Humane Society’s Bronze Medal and Clasp.’ (Ref: Ally Sloper’s Half Holiday, 7 May 1887). 
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Lot 707. ‘Today’ Gallantry Fund Medal, bronze [TO DAY J. KENDALL, AUGT. 97].GVF £130 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, December 2010. 
 
‘Pluck Fund - J. Kendall, son of a West Yorkshire dentist, has saved three children from drowning in the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal at a place called Long Ing. Four children were swept off the canal bank into the 
water by a tow-line attached to a barge. Kendall, without a moment’s hesitation, sprang from a bridge into 
the water and brought three of the children to the bank. He ran a great risk of being struck by the barge when 
bravely struggling to get a boy named J. Nutter out of danger. I am sending the young man a medal.’ (Ref: 
To-Day, 17 July 1897). 
 
Lot 709. Royal Canadian Humane Association, Ottawa Humane Society Star, silver, 
the obverse engraved ‘OTTAWA HUMANE SOCIETY’, with ‘1897’ in centre, the reverse 
engraved [ROYAL CANADIAN HUMANE ASSOCIATION] on garter around edge with [TO 
CHARLES RAMSEY FOR BRAVERY IN SAVING ELIAS COUTINE FROM DROWNING, GASPE, 5 SEPT. 
1896], with suspension bar inscribed ‘GRANT’. GVF £200 
 
Lot 710. Canadian Medal for Gallant and Humane Services rendered in Life-Saving 
from Shipwrecked Vessels, 57mm, silver [PRESENTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
TO A. WEST, FOR GALLANT SERVICES IN RESCUING THE SHIPWRECKED CREW OF THE CANADIAN 
BARQUE “SWANSEA” 2ND JULY 1904]. GVF £700 
 

 
 
‘The Canadian Barque Swansea left Hantsport, Nova Scotia, on 16 May 1904 bound for Buenos Aires. The 
vessel became waterlogged and was not navigable. A steamer, the Star of Australia, Captain F. W. Ulyatt, 
took off the captain and crew, and the Swansea was fired at both ends before being abandoned in latitude 
8N, longitude 22W. The Star of Australia arrived at Las Palmas on 18 July 1904, and in London on 28 July.’ 
 
Lot 711. Royal Life Saving Society of Canada Gold Bravery Medal, British Columbia 
and Yukon Branch, 10ct. gold, engraved on rev. of ‘Bravery’ suspension bar, [CAPT. 
JOHN M. HORTON, 1995]; Canadian Lifeboat Institution Donor’s Silver Medal; Royal Life 
Saving Society of Canada Silver Merit Medal, British Columbia and Yukon Branch, with 
‘Merit’ top riband bar; Royal Life Saving Society of Canada Jubilee Medal 1984, Alberta 
and N.W. Territories Branch, gilt, Royal Life Saving Society of Canada Benefactor 
Medal, British Columbia and Yukon Branch, silver; France: Vienne Life Saving Society 
Medal, bronze [CAPT. JOHN M. HORTON, 1995]; Austria, Republic: Silver Humanitarian 
Medal of the Order of Ferdinand, white metal [CAPT. JOHN M. HORTON]; Germany, Federal 
Republic:, Medal for Humanity of the German Freundeskreis Hoch-und-
Deutschmeister 1995, bronze and enamel; together with a Royal British Legion, 
National Service Medal, a Canadian Lifeboat Institution lapel badge, gilt, and a cloth 
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and gilt wire blazer badge. Sold with a quantity of documentation: RLSSC Awards 
Presentation booklet; original certificates for the RLSSC Jubilee and Benefactor 
Medals; original certificates for the French, Austrian and German medals; photographs; 
log extracts and other copied research and ephemera.  (lot) EF £260 
 
Provenance: Jack Boddington Collection, Dix Noonan Webb, December 2006. 
 
The Royal Life Saving Society of Canada Governor’s Gold Bravery Medal (British Columbia & Yukon Branch) 
was presented for the most heroic rescue of the year. 
 
Lot 712. Royal Shipwreck Relief and Humane Society of New South Wales Medal, 
silver [AWARDED TO ERIC H. HAIRE FOR SAVING LIFE, NEWCASTLE HARBOUR N.S.W. 3RD SEPT. 
1916], with ring and straight bar suspension, and top riband bar. NEF £1,300 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, December 2000. 
 

 
 
‘On September 3rd, 1916, a motor car, owned and driven by Mr Horace Cohen, accompanied by his wife 
and Mrs H. M. Cohen and Miss Marks, while going on the punt at Newcastle, by some means had too much 
speed and crashed into a sulky containing Mr and Mrs Dyer and baby, forcing it over the flap board and into 
the harbour, followed by the car and its occupants. A Mission launch in charge of the Rev. W. F. Haire was 
in the vicinity, and without hesitation Mr Haire’s son, Eric, plunged in and succeeded in getting two ladies 
named Mrs Juliet Cohen and Miss Gladys Marks to the side of the launch, and also returned and 
endeavoured to rescue Mrs Dyer’s baby which however, with its parents, were unfortunately drowned.’ 
 
Lot 713. France, Third Republic: Medal of Honour for Saving Life, Ministry of the Marine 
and the Colonies, large, silver, 8th issue, by Barre, 44mm, Marianne on obverse; 6th 
model reverse inscribed [A RRD. TAS. DAVIES 2E. CAPITAINE ANGLAIS. SERVICES A LA MARINE 
MARCHANDE FRANÇAISE 1877], on cartouche flanked by supporters, with loop and ring 
suspension, silver stamp to edge; together with a badge from the Mediterranean Life-
Saving Institution, bronze, unnamed. (2) GVF £220 
 
Richard Thomas Davies was awarded the French Medal of Honour for Saving Life whilst mate of the Blanche 
Currey, for his services in providing assistance to the crew of the French vessel Romans on 1 January 1877.  
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Lot 714. France, Third Republic: Carnegie Hero Fund Bronze Plaque, 80mm x 52mm, 
[AUX HÉROS DE LA CIVILISATION SPRINGGAY (M) 1928]; French Humane and Shipwreck 
Society Medal, 42mm, silver-gilt [ACTE DE DÉVOUEMENT ACCOMPLI PAR M.S. SPRINGGAY LE 
16 JUIN 1928], with rosette on riband; Boulogne-sur-Mer Humane Society Medal, 50mm, 
bronze-gilt, [A MR. SYDNEY MASON SPRINGGAY 7 JUIN 1931]. Sold with a plaque inscribed 
[PRESENTED TO S. MASON-SPRINGAY [SIC] BY THE OFFICERS & STEWARDS STAFF OF THE S.E. 
& C.RY. STEAMERS ON THE OCCASION OF HIS MARRIAGE. NOV. 1919.]; and a large quantity of 
copied research. (4) GVF £320 
 
‘At Boulogne-sur-Mer on the morning of 16 June 1928 a Frenchman, described as “war mutilated”, was 
walking his dog on the beach. The dog went swimming in the sea, which was very rough, and got into 
difficulty. Its owner went in to save it and was also knocked off his feet by the waves. An English girl, passing 
by, saw him and went into save him. Although reported as being a good swimmer, she was impeded by her 
clothing and also got into difficulty herself. Mr. Mason-Springgay then arrived at the scene and went in to 
help the girl, the man having already disappeared. Despite his repeated efforts to reach her, each time he 
was thrown back against the rocks, and failed to save the girl. The episode lasted about one hour.’ 
 
Lot 715. United States of America: Presidential Gold Lifesaving Medal, gold, [TO 
GEORGE REID, SEAMAN OF THE BRITISH STEAMSHIP BRIKA, IN RECOGNITION OF HIS HEROIC 
SERVICES IN EFFECTING THE RESCUE AT SEA ON JULY 20, 1911, OF THE MASTER AND CREW OF 
THE AMERICAN SLOOP THERESA], with integral ‘E. PLURS. UNUM’ gold brooch suspension 
bar. EF £2,400 
 
‘On July 20, 1911, the sloop Theresa, of which I was then Master, was about 120 miles west of St. Michael, 
Azores Islands, in a sinking condition. Her sails were blown away, and she was half full of water. The sea 
was very heavy, and our condition appeared desperate. We had left Providence, R.I., on June 11 1911, 
bound for St. Vincent, Cape de Verde Islands. The crew consisted of myself and two seamen. On June 17 
were met a storm of such severity that the Theresa began to leak so badly that from that time until our rescue 
32 days later we were obliged to pump continually, which imposed an exhausting hardship on all of us. On 
July 4 were were forced to abandon all idea of reaching the Cape de Verde Islands, and to steer for the 
nearest port, St. Michael, Azores Islands, then 800 miles distant. We were within 120 miles of that port when 
our mainsail was torn into rags in a severe gale on July 19. The leak had increased to such a degree that 
our pumping could not control it. As a last hope were sent a signal of distress, when we saw the smoke of 
the S.S. Brika, then on her way from Huelva, Spain, to New York. At great personal risk, Second Mate Long 
and four seaman of the Brika were lowered in a boat, and came to rescue us from our great danger. High 
courage and skilful handling of that boat made their effort to rescue us successful, and to Second Mate Arthur 
Long Andrews, and to Seamen George Reid, George Dematkos, Joseph Jackson, and Karl William Neilsen 
we owe our lives. Eleven days later, on August 1, we were safely landed in New York.’ (Ref: Report from the 
Master of the Theresa). 
 
Lot 716. United States of America: Humane Society of Massachusetts Medal, 4th type, 
[TO FRANK WYMAN 2D. FOR GALLANTRY IN SAVING LIFE, CHARLES RIVER CAMBRIDGE, MAY 6TH. 
1899.], complete with brooch bar. GVF £300 
 
‘Frank Wyman, of St. Louis, Harvard, made a plucky and timely rescue of one of the law school men from 
drowning on the Charles River about 5:30 p.m. yesterday afternoon. The act was witnessed by many of the 
boatmen, and also a large number of spectators from the bridge. The rescued man was George B. Hastings 
of Boston, who, at the time of the accident that came near to ending his life, was hustling, with a companion, 
to effect the rescue of another student, whose shell had overturned and left him struggling in the water. 
Wyman and Hastings are members of the Weld Boat Club and were on the river during the afternoon, Wyman 
in a shell and Hastings with a companion in a canoe. Hastings and his friend had just drawn their craft out 
upon the Weld club float and Wyman was rowing in, when another sculler in a shell upset down the river, 
about midway between the Weld and varsity boathouses. Hastings and his companion immediately re-
launched their craft and pulled hastily down the river to assist the man in the water. Wyman also started for 
the same point. When about half way between the float and the struggling man the canoe was overturned by 
the efforts of the men to reach the one in peril. Wyman was directly behind them when the overturn came 
and tried to turn to their aid, but the strong out tide carried him below some distance and prevented his 
manoeuvring his shell to get alongside. In the interval Hasting’s companion, unaware of the other’s danger, 
and thinking he could swim, himself struck out for the overturned canoe and climbed upon it. Hastings sank 



The Life Saving Awards Research Society Journal No.98 
 

 82 

twice and was rapidly succumbing when Wyman, who had got abreast of him, seeing that prompt action was 
necessary, stood up in his shell and made a long dive for the drowning man. He came up alongside and 
grabbed Hastings, then unconscious and sinking, under the arms and in this manner swam with him to the 
shore. There it took some time and prompt application of restoratives to resuscitate Hastings. In the meantime 
the first man spilled into the water had been taken into a rowboat, whilst Hastings’ companion, the overturned 
canoe and shell, and Wyman’s drifting shell were all rounded up and brought to the boathouse .’ (Ref: Boston 
Globe, 7 May 1899). 
 
Lot 717. United States of America: New York Life Saving Benevolent Association 
Medal, 50mm, silver [PRESENTED TO PETER F. MORRIS, IN RECOGNITION OF HIS COURAGE 
AND HUMANITY IN THE RESCUE OF SUSANNA SCHMIDT FROM DROWNING AT THE FOOT OF EAST 
EIGHTY NINTH STREET, NEW YORK, AUGUST 15TH, 1884], unmounted, fitted within a plastic 
case. GVF £650 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, December 2004. 
 
Susanna Schmidt, of 116 E. 80th Street, New York, was bathing at the foot of E. 89th Street and was 
drowning when Morris jumped in with his clothes on and rescued her, 15 August 1884. The previous year, in 
August 1883, Morris had rescued a man from drowning at the same place. For his gallantry Morris was 
awarded the Association’s silver medal and $25. 
 

* * * 
 
Lockdales, 4/5 July 2020 (Buyer’s premium 18%) 
Lot 1405. Royal Society for the Protection of Life from Fire Medal, bronze, type III, 
unsuspended [SPECIMEN JOHN LABOUCHERE ESQ, VICE PRESIDENT 1851], in very rubbed 
condition on the reverse. £75 
 
Lot 1406. Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Life Saving Medal, gilt-
bronze, naming partly erased, possible [PATRICK HOOKHAM, 1945.], together with a 
cardboard box (possibly original?) £70 
 
Lot 1407. Royal Humane Society Medal, large, bronze, ‘successful type [WM. 
UNDERWOOD, 22ND. AUG. 1865], lacking integral top riband buckle. £110 
 
Lot 1408. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful type [EDWIN L.J. 
JAYCOCK, JULY, 20 1905], lacking integral top ribbon buckle. £95 
 
Lot 1409. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful type [RICHARD 
ORBELL, 20TH JULY, 1958], with top riband buckle, together with a mounted bronze 
miniature medal. (2) £140 
 
The event happened at Brighton when he was a Life Guard 
 
Lot 1410. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘unsuccessful type [MARTIN E. 
ALFORD 3RD. AUG. 1931], with top riband buckle. £110 
 
Lot 1517. Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Life Saving Medal, 
type 2, silver with 'For Humanity' ribbon clasp, hallmarked for 1986. Unnamed or very 
neatly erased. £130 
 

* * * 
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Dix Noonan Webb 16 July 2020 (Buyer’s premium 24%) 
 
Lot 55. Sea Gallantry Medal, GVR, silver [ROBERT W. BECKETT. S.S. “USWORTH” 14TH. 
DECEMBER. 1934]; Lloyd’s Medal for Saving Life at Sea, 2nd small type, bronze [ABLE 
SEAMAN ROBERT WALTER BECKETT - S.S. “USWORTH” 14TH. DECEMBER 1934]; Liverpool 
Shipwreck and Humane Society, Marine Medal, 3rd type, silver [TO R. W. BECKETT, FOR 
GALLANT SERVICE 14/12/34] with integral top silver brooch bar; Shipwrecked Fishermen 
and Mariners Royal Benevolent Society, 6th type, silver [R. W. BECKETT. A.B., S.S. 
“ASCANIA” - S.S. “USWORTH” DECEMBER. 14. 1934.] with ‘double-dolphin’ slip-bar on riband.
 (4) NEF £1,200 
 
‘The S.S. Usworth was severely damaged in a hurricane in the North Atlantic in December 1934. The vessel 
had battled with the gale for 3 days and efforts to effect temporary repairs were unavailing. The steering gear 
became damaged and it was not found possible to steer the ship. An S.O.S. was sent out at 6 a.m. on the 
11th December which was answered by the S.S. Jean Jadot who steamed to her assistance. The Jean Jadot 
made attempts at salvage which continued until the afternoon of the 13th. The Usworth was then shipping 
very heavy seas which stove in the hatches and threw the vessel on her beam ends. At 7 a.m. on the 14th 
December the S.S. Ascania arrived on the scene and poured oil on the sea while the Jean Jadot manoeuvred 
into position to fire a line across the Usworth. Three rockets were fired, each of which fell short. The Ascania 
then steamed round to the weather side of the Usworth and fired 2 rockets each of which fell short. The 
position of the Usworth was getting desperate and the master asked whether a boat could be sent to take off 
her crew. A boat was sent away from the Jean Jadot which manoeuvred to the leeside of the Usworth and 
15 men were taken off. The boat had shipped a lot of water and was capsized by a cross wave. The men 
thrown in the water became covered with oil and were quickly exhausted. It was possible however to get 
some of the men on board the Jean Jadot but unfortunately 2 of the crew of the Jean Jadot and 13 of the 
crew of the Usworth lost their lives. As there were still some of the crew left on the Usworth, the master of 
the Ascania decided to launch a lifeboat. The boat was got clear with great difficulty and had a perilous time 
before reaching the lee of the Usworth. Those on the Usworth were told to jump one at a time. Three jumped 
together and two lost their lives, although T. Gibson, cook, could have reached the boat but for turning back 
to the assistance of the messroom boy. The officer in charge of the lifeboat then decided he must go 
alongside the Usworth which he did with great skill thus being able to save the lives of the remaining 9 crew. 
The Ascania was manoeuvred to protect the lifeboat. The survivors were got on board the Ascania with great 
difficulty. The Jean Jadot had remained by the Usworth for 3 days and the Ascania for 18 hours. Great skill 
in seamanship by the Masters of the Jean Jadot and the Ascania and the action of Lieut. Pollitt of the Ascania 
who was in charge of the lifeboat was nothing short of heroic. He displayed remarkable seamanship in a very 
difficult and dangerous operation.’ (Ref. PRO BT.261.7, rotation no. 41, reg. no. M9380.35).  
 
Lot 758. Board of Trade Medal for Humanity in Saving Life at Sea, VR, large, silver 
[RICHARD FIRMAN WRECK OF THE “MOEL RHIWAN” ON THE 13TH FEBRUARY 1884] in (scuffed) 
maroon leather case of issue. VF £700 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, September 2011.  
 
‘The Board of Trade have awarded their Silver Medal to Mr R. Firman, Master of the steamship Whitehall, of 
London, in recognition of his humanity in standing by the barque Moel Rhiwan of Carnarvon, which was in a 
sinking state and sending a small boat in a heavy sea to the rescue of the shipwrecked crew. The Board 
have also awarded their Bronze Medal to the two men who manned the boat in acknowledgement of their 
gallant conduct.’ (Ref: The Sea Gallantry Medal, by R. J. Scarlett). 
 
Lot 759. Board of Trade Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life at Sea, VR, large, bronze 
[EDWARD COOPER. ABANDONMENT OF THE “LERRY” AND “ELIZABETH ANN” ON THE 8TH 
NOVEMBER - 1878.]. VF £300 
 
Edward Cooper was employed as a Boatman in the Coast Guard from December 1877, and was one of five 
men of H.M. Coast Guard, Goodwick, Milford Haven, who assisted in the rescue of the crews of the smack 
Lerry, of Aberdovey and the Elizabeth Ann of Cardigan, both of which were in distress near Goodwick, 8 
November 1878.  
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Lot 760. Board of Trade Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life at Sea, VR, large, bronze 
[Peter Gibbons Wreck of the “Woodman” on the 12th December 1883] with eyelet 
suspension. NVF £280 
 
‘On the recommendation of the Admiral Superintendent of Naval Reserves, the medal was also awarded to 
Peter Gibbons, boatman at the coastguard station, St. Dogmells, Liverpool district, for saving J. Roach, of 
the schooner Woodman, and being also instrumental in saving the lives of the remainder of the crew of the 
same vessel. In this case it appears that at about half-past 12 on the night of the 12th of December, during 
a strong gale from the north-west, the schooner stranded on a reef of rocks at Aberporth, over which the sea 
was breaking with terrific force. Roach was lowered over the vessel’s side with the evident intention of 
swimming if possible to the shore with a line. Unfortunately, however, owing to the strong current and the 
force of the wind, he immediately disappeared. Gibbons’ determination to effect a rescue was attended with 
numerous dangers, not the least of which was the probability of his being dashed to pieces against the rocks, 
but he persisted and, plunging into the sea, struck out boldly, and at last clutched the drowning man, rose 
with him to the surface, and landed him safely on the shore, both being very much exhausted. The remainder 
of the crew were subsequently rescued by means of the rocket apparatus.’ (Ref: Western Daily Press, 22 
January 1884). 
 
Lot 761. Royal Humane Society Medal, large, silver [PRESENTED TO CAPTN. GEO. PRICE 
FOR RESCUING MARY LITCHFIELD FROM A WATERY GRAVE ON GOOD FRIDAY 1808], held in a 
silver frame and previously enclosed within lunettes. GVF £460 
 
Lot 762. Royal Humane Society Medal, large, bronze, ‘successful’ type [H. K. BALSTONA 
[SIC] VIT. OB. SERV. D.D. SOC. REG. HVM. 16 JULY 1865], with a ring suspension. GVF £150 
 
Provenance: Dix Noonan Webb, September 2010. 
 
‘Two gentlemen were bathing a few days ago in Llandudno bay, near Little Ormeshead, when suddenly one 
of them found himself being carried away by the tide. He raised an alarm, and a number of persons soon 
flocked to the shore, and several unsuccessful attempts were made to reach the drowning man. At length 
Mr. Balston, a Manchester merchant, dashed into the waves with a cord round his body, the other end being 
held on shore. At length he reached the exhausted bather, but found that the man who had charge of the 
cord had let the shore end go, and no help therefore was to be looked for from that quarter. Mr. Balston, 
holding the bather by one arm, struck out boldly for the shore, but had not made much progress when his 
charge clutched him with the grip of a drowning man, and both went down. Mr. Balston got free with some 
difficulty, and both rose to the surface, but his subsequent efforts to serve the unfortunate man were attended 
with similar results - the grip on the one side, and the struggle to get released on the other. At length the 
shore was reached, but Mr. Balston was in such a condition from exhaustion that for a few minutes it 
appeared as if life were extinct. He was, however, restored to consciousness, and, with the man whose life 
he had so gallantly saved, conveyed to a hotel, where they gradually recovered from the effects of the terrible 
struggle in which they had been engaged.’ (Refs: RHS Case No: 17,540 and  Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper, 6 
August 1865).  
 
Lot 763. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [JOHN MARTIN, 
COAST GUARD, 8 DECEMBER 1886.) with integral top riband buckle. GVF £130 
 
‘The fishing boat Polly in attempting to reach the shore was capsized in the heavy surf. Martin fastened a 
rope round his waist, rushed into the sea, and succeeded in rescuing Joseph Garnon, other two men were 
drowned. The sea was heavy as the lifeboat got upset.’ (Ref: RHS Case No: 23,376). 
 
Lot 764. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [ELIJAH COX. 1ST 
MAY. 1892.], with integral top riband buckle. GVF £150 
 
‘At great personal risk, rescued William Goldsworthy from drowning in the Bristol Channel, on the 1st May, 
1892. Cox was an expert swimmer, and went to the assistance of Goldsworthy and another, and was the 
means of getting some wreckage for them to hold on to until they were taken into a boat.’ At 11am on 1 May 
1892 the Leda was run down by the steamship Radyr, in Morfa Bay, Pendine, in the Bristol Channel. The 
three men who comprised the crew of the Leda were thrown into the water by the force of the impact. (Ref: 
RHS Case No: 25,888).  
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Lot 765. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [ALBERT. V. 
MARRIOTT. 26TH JANY. 1909.], with integral top riband buckle. GVF £140 
 
‘On Tuesday during the dinner hour Willis Bowen, aged six years, whose father, a collier, resides at No. 1 
Penywern-court, Penywern, ventured onto the thin ice of the ‘Fish Pond’ in the neighbourhood, which is 
drawn upon for the purposes of the Dowlais Works, and fell in. Josiah Morgan, an elder boy, raised an alarm, 
and one of the first to reach the pond was a baker, an expert swimmer, named Albert Marriott of Vaughan 
Street, Dowlais. He plunged into the water and succeeded in bringing the lad to the surface. Despite attempts 
for more than half an hour to restore animation, by Dr. H. L. Hughes, Mr. Isaac Davies, and P.S. Jones and 
P.S. Davies, death supervened....’ (Refs: RHS Case No: 36,518 and Merthyr Express). 
 
Lot 766. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘unsuccessful’ type [JOHN FOLEY. 
14TH AUG. 1911.], with integral top riband buckle. VF £120 
 
‘At 1.10 pm on the 14th August, 1911, a boy named [Timothy] Sweeney was bathing in the Usk at Newport 
when he was carried away by the tide. John Foley, aged 15, went in, but was clutched and also got in danger. 
John Sullivan then plunged in and brought them out one at a time.’ (Ref: RHS Case No: 38,630). 
 
Lot 767. Royal Humane Society Medal, small, bronze, ‘successful’ type [GRIFFITH PUGH. 
16TH OCT. 1917.], with integral top riband buckle. GVF £280 
 
‘As a result of representations made by Mr. R. Llewellyn Own, assistant clerk to the Barmouth Council to the 
Trustees of the Carnegie Hero Fund, the trustees have awarded the sum of £25 to Police Sergeant J. Francis 
Evans, £15 to P.C. Barnard, members of the Merionethshire Police Force, £15 to Griffith Pugh, £10 to John 
Lewis, farmers residing on the slopes of Cader Idris range, for their heroic rescue of Captain Pockock and 
his wife, who had got into a perilous position close to the summit of Cader Idris, [at 1.30 am] on October 16 
last. They were rescued under great difficulties, after having been kept prisoners on a narrow ledge over a 
dangerous precipice for two nights, during a heavy thunderstorm. When extricated they were in an exhausted 
condition, necessitating medical attendance at the farmhouse, where they had to remain for several days.’ 
(Ref: RHS Case No: 43,856 and Liverpool Echo, 4 March 1918). 
 
Lot 771. County Borough of Swansea Certificate of Bravery [TO OWEN EDWARDS, 8 BRYN 
TERRACE, FFORESTFACH, FOR HIS COURAGE IN SAVING RAYMOND TUCKER, AGED 13, OF 9 
BERW RAOD, MARYHILL, FROM DROWNING IN A POND AT CWMDU, ON 2ND JULY 1927], 
illuminated and mounted on card, signed and dated 21 September 1927. GC £40 
 
‘The Bounds’ are the reservoirs for the Cwmbwria Works, and after recent heavy rains were at least 10 feet 
deep. It appears that several boys, amongst them being Tucker, had gone to the pond to swim, when 
suddenly the cry was raised that a boy was drowning. Mr. Owen Edwards was sitting near an allotment 70 
or 80 yards away. Hearing the cries, he ran to the bank, and, pulling off his coat, dived in after the boy, who 
had, by that time gone under, and succeeded in bringing the lad to the bank of the pond. Describing the 
incident to a Post reporter, an eye-witness said, “Owen came to the surface about fifteen yards from the 
bank, with the boy struggling in his arms. At times, it seemed that the boy would pull him under in his frantic 
struggles, but at last Owen got him near the bank, where he received assistance from Mr. D. Reynolds, of 
the Cwmbwria Inn, who went out up to his waist to help. The boy had by now become unconscious.” After 
artificial respiration had been employed, he recovered, and was able to proceed home.’ (Ref: South Wales 
Daily Post, 4 July 1927). 
 

* * * * * 
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NOTICEBOARD 
 
VC Online – the Edward Medal 
Mark Green runs a website called www.vconline.org.uk which commemorates the 
recipients of a number of gallantry awards - the Victoria Cross, George Cross, US 
Medal of Honor, Dickin Medal, and more recently the Albert Medal. He has recently 
completed the AMs, with Allan Stanistreet's help, and has begun his next project of 
the Edward Medal. He is in the very early stages of this work and is finding information 
on the recipients difficult to find except for their entries in the London Gazette. It has 
been suggested that LSARS members may be able to help with information, which 
would be gratefully received. The key information that he is seeking on the recipients is 
their dates and places of birth and death and any other biographical information 
relating to them. As ever, a photograph of the recipient is the ‘icing on the cake.’ So far, 
he has completed all the ‘A’s and some of the ‘B’s but has only one image of Andreas 
Angel EM. Mark can be contacted at markandvickygreen@hotmail.com or on the 
website enquiry form at http://www.vconline.org.uk/contact/4585899437. 
 

* * * 
 
RN Officers – Research 1802 - 1922 
Andy Williams (andy.will@btinternet.com) who has recently become a member of 
LSARS, has an extensive library of Navy Lists from 1801 to 1922, and has kindly 
offered to assist members looking for information from this source. 
 

* * * 
 
Grandad’s Medal 
Maureen Austin (maustin890@btinternet.com) has asked if members may be able to 
identify the medal illustrated below which was awarded to her grandfather in 1917. The 
reverse has ‘To G. Cullen and 1917 engraved on the reverse and ‘RHSM’ crudely 
scratched on the reverse. George Cullen was 17 years old when he received the 
medal and family history says that he was connected with the River Police on the 
Tyne. He was born in South Shields in 1901. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
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